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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The cellblocks in the Edgar 
County Jail are empty and 
have been for several days, but 
the jail is not officially closed.

Action to close the jail was 
tabled at the Wednesday, 
Nov. 27, Edgar County Board 
meeting because the future 
status of the jail remains fluid. 
In September, Illinois County 
Risk Management, the in-
surer for the jail, announced 
it would no longer cover the 
operation of a jail in Edgar 
County because of manage-
ment and policy issues at 
the jail. The Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections was also 
threatening legal action for 
failure to address problems fo-
cusing on the lack of staff and 
staff training.

It has been a back-and-forth 
of communication between 
county board members, Ed-
gar County Sheriff Jeff Wood 
and the outside authorities 
seeking to find a compromise 
allowing at least partial oper-
ation of the jail as a booking 
facility and perhaps housing 
some prisoners in the newer 
portion of the building.

A deal seemed in place 
until Nov. 1, when high level 
executives at the insurance 
company refused to allow 
the holding of anyone, even 
for booking, in the building. 
The county board and sheriff 
started making arrangements 
to house inmates at other fa-
cilities and to close the jail by 
Dec. 1, per the insurance com-
pany’s instructions.

Everything changed 

abruptly again between the 
first and second November 
board meetings. Jay Willa-
man, a retired warden of op-
erations at the Danville Cor-
rectional Center of the Illinois 
Department of Corrections, 
was hired as the jail adminis-
trator for Edgar County.

He immediately opened 
new conversations with the 
insurance representatives and 
his contacts at DOC.

“The biggest thing was pol-
icy,” said Willaman. “Things 
were getting done but it 
wasn’t written down so we 
were not passing audits.”

With Willaman in place 
and implementing new poli-
cies based on DOC protocols, 
the insurance company par-
tially relented on the demand 

Jail gets a small reprieve
Insurance company agreement allows Edgar County Jail to continue as booking office

See JAIL, Page 8A

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Jail no longer holds inmates but does serve 
as a booking center and holding area until arrangements are 
made to transfer in-custody people to other facilities, where 
the county pays daily fees to keep people. If all goes well, 
changes being implemented now could get a part of the jail 
reopened in about three months.

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Historically, glassblowing has 
been a secretive art, built on tradition 
and carefully guarded techniques. In 
some ways, it has changed little since 
its inception in ancient Syria. 

The basic tools are consistent 
across the ages, and as the craft 
spread it was divided into compet-
itive pockets across regions. Glass-
blowing communities developed 
trademark forms and colors in their 
work and then protected their mar-
ket by keeping their formulas and 
techniques secret. Because of the 
scarcity of certain materials and the 
constraints of old furnaces, wild ex-
perimentation within the medium 
remained too risky to pursue for cen-
turies.  

“Well, I experiment a lot,” said 
Randy Turner, a modern glassblow-
er and co-operator of the Larkfield 
Glass Studio 

Today’s electric furnaces, anneal-
ers and other equipment, plus the 

new openness of knowledge among 
glassblowing communities, makes 
Turner’s style possible. That style 
can be defined, loosely, by his adven-
turous use of color and fondness for 
bold shapes. But like glassblowing 

itself, he is constantly evolving.
According to Turner, inspiration 

is everywhere from nature to the pat-
terns on a stranger’s shirt.

“You have to have your eyes open 

LOCAL GLASSBLOWER HARD AT WORK FOR HOLIDAYS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Randy Turner uses an unlikely tool – a butter knife – to gently loosen a fresh piece from the blowpipe. The bowl was 
quickly transferred to an annealer to slowly cool it and prevent cracking. Larkfield Glass has three open houses in 
December leading up to Christmas.

Christmas joy at Larkfield

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Randy Turner handles a red-hot glass bowl while his wife and assistant, Joy, 
mans the furnace doors with a long hook. The Turners have been creating 
glass art in their studio for 12 years and are thrilled with the community’s 
response to their open house demonstrations.

See LARKFIELD, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Board passed 
a $10 million budget at the Wednes-
day, Nov. 27, meeting. The new fis-
cal year starts Sunday, Dec. 1.

Of the $10.499 million in reve-
nue, the county is anticipating $3.6 
million from local taxpayers on a 
levy extension similar to the one 
from the last fiscal year. It is a tight 
budget with little room to spare as 
revenue is expected to exceed ex-
penses by $69,969.

Board members devoted a 
lengthy discussion at the Monday, 
Nov. 25, study session to the possi-
bility of placing a referendum ques-
tion on the March 17 ballot asking 
voters to approve a safety tax on re-
tail sales. A one-cent tax could gen-
erate up to $1 million in new reve-
nue for use by sheriff’s department 
or perhaps to fund bond payments 
for a new jail. 

A safety tax discussion in a pri-
or meeting got a mixed reception 
from board members. 

Board chairman Jeff Voigt said 
a permissible use of the safety tax 
is hiring an architect to do an in-
depth evaluation of the jail to de-
termine what changes are needed 
within and outside the building or 
if it will be more cost effective to 
build a new jail.

“If we pass a safety tax, my num-
ber one priority is to do something 
with the jail or build one,” said 
board member Dan Bruner.

“The building, even though it is 
older, is solid, but it needs updates,” 
said Voigt. “An architect can advise 
us on the future. I don’t want to tear 
it down if we don’t have to.”

John Chittick, who initially op-
posed a safety tax, suggested attach-
ing a sunset to the proposal may 

County 
passes a 
$10 million 
2020 budget
Board weighing safety 
tax option for new jail

See COUNTY, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Christmas 
is a time for nostalgia and the 
Wednesday, Dec. 4 Christmas 
in Chrisman capitalizes on 
that sentiment.

“We are going to use some 
of the older decorations the 
city had,” said Dan Moore 
of the Chrisman Area Com-
munity Club. “Erik and Ani-
ta (Marvin) have just about 
finished refurbishing the old 
Frosty.”

Many of the old decora-
tions were taken out of use 
and put into storage years 
ago because of maintenance 
needs. This will be the first 

time in many years that some 
of them have been seen.

Another old city tradition 
that fell by the wayside was 
the use of large greeting cards 
at the grade school proper-
ty fronting on state Route 1. 
Those are coming back this 
year.

It’s not just old decorations 
being put back into service. 
Moore said people in the 
community are donating to 
the cause and new items are 
being added to the city park. 

“We are trying to get every-
body on Monroe and Madi-
son to put white lights around 
their trees to make it feel more 
festive,” Moore said.

Monroe and Madison 
avenues are the streets that 
lead from Route 1 to the city 
square and park.

While Moore is pleased 
with the level of decorations 
this year and the community 
involvement, he expressed 
reservations about the several 
days of rainy weather in the 
forecast. He said the inclem-
ent weather will complicate 
getting the park and other ar-
eas decorated, but he is also 
confident everything will get 
done in time.

Christmas in Chrisman has 
had mixed success with ven-
dors. Moore said a few ven-
dors want to participate and 

some may be outside around 
the square. He added some of 
the businesses on the square 
usually have extended hours 
to accommodate visitors.

Activities start at 4:30 p.m. 
with carriage rides around the 
square. The cost is a free will 
offering. The park decorations 
will be illuminated by the time 
the carriage rides start.

After a chilly ride or walk 
around the park, it is time 
to enjoy the Chrisman Area 
Community Club Chili Sup-
per at the American Legion. 
Service begins at 5 p.m. and 
goes until parade time or 
supplies are gone, whichever 
comes first.

“It’s a free will donation, 
and they have desserts along 
with it,” Moore said.

Christmas music plays in 
the park from 5:30-7 p.m. 
thanks to Steve Kile and his 
audio equipment. The music 
stops when the parade starts 
at 7 p.m., and Kile will an-
nounce the entries. 

Moore anticipates a large 
parade because of the num-
ber of inquiries he and other 
community club members are 
getting. This is an illuminated 
parade with floats and other 
entries decked out in lights 
because it occurs after night-
fall.

Chrisman is ready for Christmastime

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A



TODAY

BARBERSHOP CONCERT
The Coles County Barbershop 
Chorus presents its annual 
Christmas Benefit Concert 3 
p.m. today at the Charleston 
Wesley United Methodist 
Church and again at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 1 at the Mattoon First 
Presbyterian Church. The 
one-hour concert is free but a 
donation is taken to help area 
food pantry and homeless 
shelter programs. Each year 
the effort raises nearly $5,000. 
The 30-man chorus, with four 
local quartets, is performing 
secular and sacred songs of 
the season. Special guests this 
year include guitarist Terry 
Stevenson from Effingham 
and pianists Philip Martin of 
Sullivan and Marge Woodall of 
Charleston.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.
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ENERGY ASSISTANCE ENROLLMENT IS OPEN DEC. 2
The Embarras River Basin Agency, Inc. (ERBA), is accepting 
applications for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), starting Monday, Dec. 2. LIHEAP is designed 
to assist income eligible households offset the rising cost of 
home energy. Appointments are Monday to Wednesday of each 
week, with a set number of applications taken each day, starting 
at 8:30 am. LIHEAP applications are taken on a first-come, first-
served basis until May 31, 2020, or until funding is exhausted. 
Applicants must bring: proof of all household income for the 
30-day period starting from the date of application; proof of 
Social Security numbers for all household members; copy of 
current heating bill and electric bill; TANF/Human Services 
clients must bring their medical card. To make an appointment 
or obtain more information call the ERBA office in Clark, Coles, 
Crawford, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Jasper, Lawrence and 
Richland counties. The number for Edgar County residents is 
217-465-4911. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

50   30
Prec: 100%

43   30
Prec: 70%

38   27
Prec: 0%

44   30
Prec: 0%

45   31
Prec: 0%

47   34
Prec: 0%

44   32
Prec: 20%

TODAY — A cloudy and windy day with rain 
showers and an isolated thunderstorm 
possible. Highs top out around 50.

SUNDAY — Another windy and rainy day 
with highs in the lower 40s. A few snow 
showers possible in the evening once 
temperatures fall.

MONDAY — Partly sunny, breezy and back 
below average with highs in the upper 30s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:51 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 10:36 a.m. 8:19 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:52 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 11:18 a.m. 9:19 p.m.

MONDAY 6:53 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 11:53 p.m. 10:18 p.m.

TUESDAY 6:54 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 12:24 p.m. 11:17 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:55 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 12:52 p.m. --

THURSDAY 6:56 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 1:18 p.m. 12:14 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:57 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 1:42 p.m. 1:12 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44°/28°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68° in 1998
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0° in 1958

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.69”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.78”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.35”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.32”

NORMAL:    High: 44   Low: 28     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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con LLC and is delivered to 
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The publisher assumes no liability 
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WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 

Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

SANTA AT THE PARIS LIBRARY
Friends of the Paris Library 
invites children ages 8 and under 
(accompanied by a parent) to 
stop by the Paris Public Library 
to visit with Santa and Mishka 
the Christmas dog from 6-7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 5. For as long 
as supplies last, each child will 
receive a small gift from the 
Friends group. For more infor-
mation, please call the library at 
217-463-3950.

UPCOMING

BLACKHAWK  NATURE WALK
The monthly nature walk at 
Blackhawk will be held at 8:30 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, led by Joy 

Turner. All are welcome to enjoy 
a walk through the woods as it 
changes for winter. Those attend-
ing should probably wear boots. 
Please meet in the Blackhawk 
parking lot.

AMERICAN GIRL DOLL  DRAWING
Friends of the Marshall Public 
Library are doing a fundraiser with 
the prize of an American Girl Doll 
named Tenny. The drawing is 4:45 
p.m. Dec. 7 at the library. More 
information is available at the 
library or by calling 217-826-2535.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical Society 
is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. today 
and the first and third Saturdays of 
every month for 2019.

MEMORIAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
The Memorial Elementary 
Holiday Bazaar is 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at the school. 
Featuring a variety of handmade 
gifts, jewelry, holiday crafts and 
more, the bazaar is a fundraiser 
for the parent teacher organiza-
tion to provide an opportunity for 
students to select free gifts to 
give to parents and siblings. 

TEDDY BEAR WORKSHOP
A Teddy Bear Workshop where 
pre-school through seventh 
grade children may build their 
own stuffed animal is 10:30 - 3 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7 at the 
Marshall Public Library. A new 
workshop will be held every half 
hour. The cost is $10 per child, 
with a limit of one animal per 
child. Participants will also enjoy 
hot cocoa and a Christmas story. 
Registration is necessary to join 
the fun, and space is limited. 
Please call the library at 217-826-
2535 or visit www.marshallilli-
brary.com to register.  

COUNTRY CHRISTMAS SHOW
Jake Hoult is performing a 
Country Christmas and Show 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at Harlan Hall 
in Marshall. The $25 ticket price 
includes both the meal and the 
show. The menu is salisbury 
steak, chicken noodles, mashed 
potatoes, greens beans, a variety 
of desserts, tea and lemonade. 
Tickets are available at the 
Casey State Bank and the bank’s 
branches in Martinsville and Mar-
shall. Seating is first come first 
served and a ticket is required 
to enter the building. The doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., with dinner 
service at 6 p.m. and the concert 
starting at 7 p.m.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

15th Annual Memorial Elementary

Holiday Bazaar

Saturday, December 7, 2019
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CST
Memorial Elementary School

509 East Newton, Paris, IL

$1.00 admission
includes raffle ticket with additional 

tickets on sale for 1:30 drawing

Yeti Cooler Raffle
Door Prizes

Boutique Items
Handmade Gifts

  Jewelry
Food

Holiday Crafts

Children are admitted FREE to enjoy 
the craft room and visit with Santa!

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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TUNES

MEMBER FDIC
OPEN AN ACCOUNT ONLINE AT BANKPROSPECT.COM

Qualifications Apply

FUND YOUR FUN!

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 
Watch for us in the 

Christmas in a Paris 
Parade!!!

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA
PRESENTS

DECEMBER 6th 7pm 
December 7th 2pm & 7pm
December 8th 2pm

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
pcofa.net 
prospect Bank

Paris center
of fine arts

14040 E 12ooth Rd

Live Glass Blowing 
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Enjoy glass blowing and shopping for gifts
We can personalize a special gift 

with engraving or etching

Larkfield  GlassLarkfield  Glass
Open House

Sat, December 7 

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – It’s home 
for the holidays in a sense 
for Doug Wilson of HGTV’s 
“Trading Spaces” when he 
hosts and sings for “I Remem-
ber Christmas” at Hidden Gar-
den Antiques & Tea Room on 
the Chrisman Square Dec. 14 
and 15.

A Broadlands native, Wilson 
is coming back to his home 
area thanks to a friendship with 
director Jodi Prosser-Muller 
that dates back to their days in 
Villa Grove Community The-
ater. 

“I called and asked him if 
he would like to host, and he 
loved the idea,” said Pross-
er-Muller. “He said it gave him 
an opportunity to come home 
and see family.”

But that is getting ahead of 
the story.

Judy Wyatt, owner of Hid-
den Garden, has sponsored 
a Christmas-themed dinner 
theater for the past several 
years and was looking to do 
something similar this holiday 
season. A mutual friend put her 
in touch with Prosser-Muller, 
who has an extensive back-
ground in performing, direct-
ing and serves on the board 
for DLO Musical Theatre at 
Danville.

“I went to see Judy and 
look at the space,” said Pross-
er-Muller. “We decided to do a 
musical review since there was 
not enough time to do some-
thing scripted.”

The antique-filled space lent 
itself to the idea the perfor-
mance should have an over-
tone of nostalgia. She reached 
out to other vocally trained 
performers of her acquaintance 
to participate and through con-
versation “I Remember Christ-
mas” took shape.

There are a couple of group 
numbers but the bulk of the 
show is individuals relating a 
Christmas story that is per-
sonal to them and performing 
a Christmas song at the end of 
the monologue. Jennifer Lewis 
is providing piano accompani-
ment for each song.

“They did the writing, but I 
gave them some guidelines for 
the monologues,” said Pross-
er-Muller. “Some are happy 
and some are poignant. There 
are a lot of flavors going on 
with those performers who 
range in age from their 20s to 
their 60s.”

Some of her DLO friends 
are bringing lighting for the set 
carved from and using invento-
ry from the store.

According to the director, 
the goal is to create an old-fash-
ioned feel utilizing a 12-foot 
Christmas tree, a fireplace 
mantel, a wingback chair and 
other props to help the audi-
ence gain the feeling of visiting 
a grandmother’s home for the 
holidays.

“Theater arts can be per-
formed anywhere,” said Pross-
er-Muller.

Other DLO volunteers are 
handling getting microphones 
on the performers and operat-
ing a sound system. 

The show, which lasts ap-
proximately 90 minutes, opens 
with a group performance of 
“We Need a little Christmas” 
from the Broadway-musical 
“Mame.” Then each person in 
the cast has a vignette with a 
monologue and solo.

Doug Wilson of HGTV 
hosts review of favor-
ite Christmas songs

Some of the songs selected 
for the performance include: 
“It’s the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year,” “Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas,” “Blue 
Christmas,” “O Holy Night,” 
“Let It Snow,” “White Christ-
mas” and “Up on the House-
top.”

Wilson is singing “The 
Christmas Song” during his 
story telling segment.

The show closes with the 
group singing a medley of “Jin-
gle Bell Rock,” “Silver Bells” 
and more.

“We were already excited 
at having Jodi and several oth-
er performers coming in and 
providing something a little 
different this year with the mu-
sic show, but the added bonus 
of having Doug Wilson from 
HGTV actually hosting the 
show makes it a fantastic op-
portunity for our community 
and the surrounding areas to 
come see such a professional 
production,” said Wyatt. 

The Dec. 14 performance is 
dinner theater with the meal 

served at 6 p.m., and the show 
at 7 p.m. The meal is a chicken 
and noodle dinner and the cost 
is $35 per person. 

The Dec. 15 performance is 
a dessert and drink matinee at 
2 p.m. for $20.

In addition, Wilson is doing 
an hour-long meet and greet 
before each show for a $15 up-
charge for those interested.

“If we sell out Saturday night 
and Sunday afternoon, we will 
do a Saturday afternoon show 
at 2 p.m., but it will be without 
a dinner,” said Prosser-Muller. 
“Doug has generously agreed 
to do a third show if needed. 
I will just advise people to get 
tickets early.”

Seating is limited and ad-
vance reservations are re-
quired to attend. As of Friday, 
Nov. 29, Wyatt said about 
one-third of the Saturday eve-
ning dinner show was sold, 
although plenty of seating 
remained for the Sunday mat-
inee. Call Wyatt at the Hidden 
Garden, 217-252-2636, to se-
cure a seat.

Special to The Prairie Press

Doug Wilson, best known as an interior designer on HGTV and 
TLC’s “Trading Places” is also an accomplished performer. The 
Broadlands native is returning to his home area to host “I Re-
member Christmas” Dec. 14 and 15 at Hidden Garden Antiques 
and Tea Room in Chrisman.

Christmas returns to Hidden 
Garden Antiques & Tea Room

ICONIC EAGLE SAVED FROM DEMOLITION

Special to The Prairie Press

This eagle marking the entrance to the former Citizens Bank building for decades was sal-
vaged Friday, Nov. 29, and is bound for its new home at the Edgar County Historical Society. 
Demolition of the former bank building on the Paris Square is to start next week.
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A Paris resident will be 
spending many years in prison 
for violating one of the most 
serious felony drug laws in Il-
linois.

Owen D. Hawkins, 36, Par-
is, was sentenced Nov. 14 on 
a Class X felony possession of 
more than 100 grams but less 
than 400 grams of metham-
phetamine and a Class 3 felony 
possession of ammunition by a 
convicted felon convictions.

For the Class X felony con-
viction, he was sentenced to 
20 years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections with 
credit for 194 days previously 
served with good conduct 
credit to apply, a $1,000 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.

For the Class 3 felony, 
Hawkins was sentenced to 
five years in the IDOC to be 
served concurrently and a 
$500 fine. He was ordered to 
live in Brazil, Ind., and report 
to the Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department to begin his sen-
tences at 9 a.m. Nov. 22. 

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench in Edgar 
County Circuit Court for the 
Nov. 18 and Nov. 21 traffic and 
felony court calls included: 

IN CUSTODY
nTyson W. Ducharme, 34, 

Vermilion, appeared in custody 
and asked the court to dismiss 
his public defender. He told 
the court he intends to hire an 
attorney to represent him for 

his unresolved Class 1 felony 
residential burglary, a Class 3 
felony threatening a public of-
ficial, a Class 2 felony posses-
sion of a stolen title, a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, Class 4 felony do-
mestic battery with prior con-
victions, two counts of a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia, a Class A 
misdemeanor aggravated as-
sault, a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of an intoxicating compound 
and a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing. The court 
ruled the public defender will 
remain as his attorney until he 
has successfully hired a private 
attorney and the matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. Ducharme was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nMarcus J. Harris, 35, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery. The public defender 
was appointed and he pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. The court granted him 
a personal recognizance bond, 
but he remained in custody on 
a DOC parole hold. Harris was 
remanded to custody pending 
the parole hold.
nJohn Cody Holling-

sworth, 27, Paris, appeared in 
custody. His unresolved peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance conviction and his 
unresolved charges of a Class 

Hawkins gets 20 years for Class X felony conviction
4 felony aggravated driving un-
der the influence of drugs and 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. 

In another matter, Holling-
sworth was granted a bond 
reduction to $9,000 from the 
original $12,000 for an unre-
solved case with a Class 2 felo-
ny aggravated domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charges. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJoseph U. Johnson, 44, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 1 felo-
ny residential burglary, a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance. The public defender 
was assigned to the case, and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Bond 
was set at $25,000 and he was 
ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim or the 
victim’s residence. Johnson was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nCourtney J. Mills, 25, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody and was presented with 
a petition to revoke her pro-
bation sentences for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction and 
a Class 2 felony possession of 
a controlled substance con-
viction. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. Three days later 
Mills appeared in custody and 
admitted the petitions. The 
matter was continued for a 
sentencing hearing. Mills was 
released on a personal recog-
nizance bond.
nJoshua D. Means, 26, Met-

calf, appeared in custody and 
was granted a bond reduction 
to $3,000 from the original 
bond of $5,000. His unresolved 
Class 4 felony criminal damage 
to property and a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal trespassing 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. Means was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAnthony R. Rauch, 30, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
two counts of a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault. The public defender 
was assigned and bond was 
set at $10,000. Rauch was or-
dered to have no contact with 
the apparent victim or the vic-
tim’s residence. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 

bond.
nBlake B. Sawyer, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a revoked li-
cense. The public defender was 
appointed and bond was set at 
$2,500. The matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance and 
Sawyer was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nDavid Troxel, 36, Paris, ap-

peared in custody. The pretrial 
conference on the petition to 
revoke his probation sentenc-
es for two counts of a Class 2 
felony aggravated domestic 
battery charges was continued. 
His unresolved two counts 
each of a Class 1 felony meth-
amphetamine manufacturing, 
a Class 2 felony possession of 
methamphetamine manufac-
turing material, a Class 2 felo-
ny unlawful disposal of meth-
amphetamine waste, a Class 3 
felony aggravated battery and 
a Class 3 felony aggravated 
battery were also continued. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCharles G. Wells, 20, Par-

is, appeared in custody. He 
was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor theft convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed to defend Wells on 
the petition as well as a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. A first appear-
ance with counsel was sched-
uled, and he was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nTiffany M. Wilson, 29, 

Paris, appeared in custody. She 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor retail theft. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel. Her oral motion for 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied and she was re-
manded to custody. Wilson 
appeared in court three days 
later and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand. She 
was granted a personal recog-
nizance bond at that time and 
the matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. Wilson 
was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

CHARGES
nConnie S. Alley, 49, Met-

calf, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol, a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license and a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing. She told the court she will 
hire an attorney and the mat-
ter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nDallas D. Deweese, 50, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-

tition to revoke his probation 
sentences for a Class 3 felony 
possession of controlled sub-
stance and a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance convictions. The public 
defender was appointed and 
Deweese denied the petition. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nFrankie L. Deweese, 50, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with his pri-
vate attorney.
nSeth B. Edwards, 30, Par-

is, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class B misde-
meanor criminal trespassing. 
He was sentenced to one year 
of conditional discharge, a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. He was ordered 
to have no contact with the 
apparent victim’s property.
nPaul E. Gilbert, 38, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license charge. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and Gilbert pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his court supervision 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of an intoxicating com-
pound conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
Strange denied the petition. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nKarlie R. Timmerman, 26, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer. The 
public defender got the case, 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nDustin Levi Woltman, 

28, Paris, was charged with a 
Class 2 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.

GUILTY PLEAS
nMegan C. Cusick, 24, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
charge and was sentenced to 
120 days in jail with credit 
for one day previously served 
with 60 days to be served as 
electronic home confinement 
and work release allowed, two 
years first-offender proba-
tion, a $500 fine, restitution of 
$90.45, court costs and vari-
ous state fees. In exchange for 
the plea agreement, the state 
dismissed a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
a Class 4 felony theft, a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia and a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft 
charges. 

In another matter, Cusick 
pleaded guilty to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine. She was sentenced 
to 120 days in jail with 90 
days to be served as electronic 
home monitoring with credit 
for 17 days previously served 
and the remaining 30 days in 
jail are subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of first of-
fender probation to be served 
concurrently with her previous 
conviction, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and 
orders to complete counseling 
per an evaluation and to forfeit 
all items seized at the time of 
her arrest.  
nJeffrey Edwards, 19, Broc-

ton, pleaded guilty to a Class 2 
felony burglary charge. He was 
sentenced to 120 days with 
credit for three days previous-
ly served with good conduct 
credit to apply and the re-
maining 114 are subject to the 
court’s discretion, two years of 
second-chance probation, 30 
hours of community service 
work, a $500 fine, court costs 
and orders to seek and main-
tain employment and obtain a 
GED.

In another matter, Edwards 
pleaded guilty to Class A mis-
demeanor theft charge. He 
was sentenced to eight days 
in jail with credit for four days 
previously served, one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs, various state 
fees. He was ordered to have 

no contact with Wal-Mart.
nThomas A. Hale, 21, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 2 felony 
burglary charge and was sen-
tenced to 150 days in jail with 
credit for two day previously 
served with the remaining 148 
days to be served as electronic 
home monitoring with work 
release, two years of probation, 
a $500 fine, $69.96 restitution, 
court costs and various state 
fees. In exchange for his plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property charge.
nShawn Laufman, 46, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea agreement to a Class A 
misdemeanor violating an or-
der of protection and was sen-
tenced to four days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served with good conduct 
credit to apply, 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. In exchange for the 
guilty plea, the state dismissed 
a Class 4 felony violating an 
order of protection charge.
nSabrina M. Pearson, 33, 

West Union, admitted a peti-
tion to revoke her conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia convic-
tion. She was resentenced to 
one year of probation and or-
dered to pay all prior financial 
obligation and obtain coun-
seling per an evaluation. She 
must also abstain from associ-
ating with all persons put into 
writing by probation.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nKylee J. Beaven, 32, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-
pended license and a Class A 
misdemeanor obstruction of 
justice charges. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nNicky Bocook, 55, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charge. She told the court she 
is still hiring an attorney and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nClifford W. Cunningham, 

56, Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony violat-
ing the sex offender registry 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nKeith A. Gosnell, 34, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand follow-
ing the preliminary hearing 
to a Class 2 felony burglary, a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe and a 
Class B misdemeanor crim-
inal trespassing charges. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nStephanie L. Hovis, 32, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nDerek V. Howard, 35, 

Brocton, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nGeorge S. Potter, 30, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand follow-
ing the preliminary hearing 
to a Class 2 felony unlawful 
possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-
pended license charges. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nJeanna M. Ramey, 38, 

Paris, denied a petition to 
revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license convic-
tion. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.

WARRANTS
Warrants were issued and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer the 
court call: Christina D. Bell, 
44, Hume; Cecilia H. Escobe-
do, no age provided, Paris; Ra-
quel L. Evard, 31, Paris; Tiffany 
L. Farrell, 29, Paris; Sonya L. 
Fiscus, 35, Marshall; Spencer 
E. Haley, 29, Paris; Travis W. 
Johnson, 38, Paris; Melinda 
M. Labaume, 42, Paris; Alec 
R. Mockbee, 21, Danville; 
Zachary J. Mulkins, 25, Mar-
tinsville; and Eric E. Vice, 37, 
Paris.
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GERALDINE WAGNER
Geraldine “Gerry” Wag-

ner, 96, of Paris, and former-
ly of Wilmette, passed away 
at 5:30 a.m. Monday, Nov. 
25, 2019, at Paris Healthcare 
Center. She was a devoted 
homemaker and had also 
worked at Jewel Foods for 
several years.

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. Dec. 11, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, with the 
Rev. Valery Burusu as cele-
brant. Private interment in 
All Saints Cemetery at Des 
Plaines, is at a later date. 
The family will receive vis-
itors from 10 a.m. until the 
service time at the church. 
Templeton Funeral Home of 
Paris is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mrs. Wagner was born 
May 28, 1923, at Pendle-
ton, Mo., the daughter of the 
late Opal Harry and Helen 
Katherine Price Langford. 
She married Victor Anthony 
Wagner Sr. June 13, 1942, at 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Wilmette. He preceded 
her in death in November 
1975.

 Survivors include seven 
children, Victor A. Wagner 
Jr. of Cream Ridge, N.J., Bar-
bara “Bonnie” Stephens of 
Paris, Judith M. Wagner of 
Oak Harbor, Wash., James 
(the Rev. Beth) Wagner of 
Itasca, Christopher J. ( Ju-
lie) Wagner of Gilbert, Ariz., 
Daniel S. ( Jeanne) Wagner 
of Highland Park and Thom-
as M. Wagner ( Jane Farber) 
of Antioch; 12 grandchil-
dren; and 12 great-grand-
children. 

She was preceded in death 
by a twin brother, Harold T. 
Langford; a granddaughter, 
Susan Stephens; and a son-
in-law, Jim Stephens.

 Mrs. Wagner was a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church of Paris and St. 
Mary’s Altar Society. She 
was a former member of St. 
Joseph Catholic Church of 
Wilmette where she was ac-

tive in the St. Joseph Wom-
en’s Club, the St. Joseph PTA 
and Church Women United. 
She was also a member of 
the former Edgar County 
Grandmothers and Friends 
Club and the Paris Commu-
nity Hospital volunteers. In 
addition, she was active in 
Girl Scouts for more than 25 
years.

She worked in finance pri-
or to marriage and became 
the first female accountant at 
the Continental Bank of Chi-
cago, then the world’s largest 
bank. She loved traveling, 
camping and the outdoors. 
She traveled extensively 
throughout the U.S. and 
abroad, taking in a number 
of hiking and walking tours 
in Switzerland and Scotland. 
When at home, she enjoyed 
knitting and reading.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Altar 
Society of Paris.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DALE SIVERLY
MARSHALL – Dale Ger-

ald Siverly, 92, passed away 
Nov. 28, 2019 at Marshall. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life is 10 
a.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 
3, at Pearce 
F u n e r a l 
Home. Mil-
itary grave-
side rites by 
Clark Coun-
ty Post #90 
and Veterans 

of Foreign Wars Post #5975 
accompany burial in Marshall 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 4 
to 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2, at 
the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SIVERLY

LINDA SISSON
Linda Ann Sisson, 72, of 

Champaign, and formerly 
of Redmon, passed away at 
9:29 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
27, 2019, at Carle Hospital, 
Urbana.  

All services are private. In-
terment is in Embarrass Cem-
etery, west of Redmon. Tem-
pleton Funeral Home in Paris 
is in charge of arrangements.

 More information and on-
line condolences at www.tem-
pletonfuneralhome.com.

CHARLES SCHMIDT
MARSHALL – Charles 

Paul Schmidt, 78, of Denni-
son, passed away Tuesday, 

Nov. 26, 
2019, at his 
home.

No ser-
vices are 
planned at 
this time. A 
celebration 
of life is at 

a later date. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com. 

MARY RULE
Mary A. Rule, 91, of Indi-

anapolis, Ind., and formerly 
of Paris, passed away Mon-

day, Nov. 25, 
2019, at Indi-
anapolis. She 
was formerly 
a teller at Ed-
gar County 
Bank in Paris 
and a home-
maker.

A graveside service was 10 
a.m. Friday, Nov. 29, in Edgar 
Cemetery. Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home assisted 
the family with the arrange-
ments.  

Mrs. Rule was born Sept. 
3, 1928, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late John and Edith 
(Bright) Whitton. She mar-
ried Thomas A. Rule July 16, 
1950, at St. Andrews Episco-
pal Church in Paris, and he 
passed away Dec. 21, 2012.  

Survivors include a daugh-
ter Chris (Earl) Smalbach of 
Indianapolis; and a grandson, 
Thomas Maxwell Smalbach of 
Indianapolis. 

 She was preceded in death 
by a sister, Betty Lobb.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

RULE

DALE ROBERTS
MARSHALL – Dale L. 

Roberts, 77, of Marshall, 
passed away Nov. 6, 2019, at 

his home. 
He retired in 
1998 from 
Hercules at 
Terre Haute, 
Ind., and was 
p r e v i o u s l y 
employed by 
Velsicol. He 

was diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease in 2007.

A memorial service was 2 
p.m. Nov. 16 at Pearce Funer-
al Home, with Pastor Billie 
Ray Ulrey officiating. Follow-
ing the memorial, military 
services were provided by 
Clark County Post #90 of the 
American Legion and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
#5975. Visitation was from 
noon until the service time 
Nov. 16 at the funeral home. 

Mr. Roberts was born 
March 22, 1942, at Gary, 
Ind., the son of the late For-
rest and Dorthfreda Connelly 
Roberts. He married Sandra 

Shotts, Dec. 26, 1964, and 
she survives. 

He is also survived by his 
children, Kim (Dwane) Shu-
maker, Julie (Mark) Snyder 
and Dustin (Kammy Har-
mon) Roberts, all of Mar-
shall; grandchildren, Amanda 
Higgins of Robinson, Holden 
Lindsay, Abigail Snyder of 
High Point, N.C., Madison 
Roberts, Cole Myer, Hannah 
Roberts, Tristan Profitt and 
Evynn Bleekman, all of Mar-
shall; sisters, Vivian Johnson 
of Charleston, Ann (Harry) 
Payne, Linda Roberts, Judy 
Jones, Peggy Trover, Cheryl 
Roberts, Carolyn Roberts 
and Barbara Roberts, all of 
Paris; brothers, Richard (Lin-
da) Roberts of Morris, Joe 
(Andrea) Roberts of Mar-
shall and Donald (Brenda) 
Roberts of Sherman, Texas; 
and a host of nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

He was preceded in death 
by siblings, Warren Lee Rob-
erts, Jerry Roberts, Johnnie 
Roberts, Marilyn Roberts 
and Jack Connelly.

Mr. Roberts served in from 
U.S. Air Force from 1960 to 
1965. He was a member of 
Clark County Post #90 of 
the American Legion and the 
Marshall Baptist Church. 

He served as the Marshall 
Youth Football Commis-
sioner from 1987 to 1992. 
He was always sure to attend 
all ballgames and events that 
his grandkids were involved 
in. 

Woodworking and being 
outside on the farm were true 
joys in life for him. He also 
loved meeting friends for cof-
fee every morning. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Mrs. Rickman’s 
Closet, which provides ser-
vices to needy children of this 
area. 

Online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralservices.
com.

ROBERTS

KAY MYERS
Kay Diane Jones Holt 

Myers, 87, of Metcalf, de-
parted this Earth for higher 

realms Nov. 
23, 2019, 
surrounded 
by her four 
daughters in 
her beloved 
Paris home.  

F r i e n d s 
and fam-

ily gathered at her Paris 
home between 3 and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, to cele-
brate her life and share mem-
ories. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home assisted the 
family with arrangements.

Known as “Nanny Kay” 
to her much-loved grand-
children and great-grand-
children, she graduated from 
Paris High School in 1950, 
and shortly thereafter mar-
ried her high school sweet-
heart, Jack O. Holt (1930 
- 1998), who served our 
country in the Korean War.  

She is survived by four 
daughters, Lorri Diane Holt 
of Nevada City, Calif., Va-
linda L. (Floyd) Woods of 
Paris, Sherri (Ruel) Holt 
Elledge of Paris and Jenna 
Kay (Kevin) Tessman of Par-
is; five grandchildren, Tony 

( Jamie Boatman) Holt of 
Paris, Justin (Kaylee) Hase-
nour of Pinellas Park, Fla., 
Erika Woods of Terre Haute, 
Ind., Eryn ( Jeremy) Gor-
man of Clinton, Ind., and 
Sam Holt Fishman of North 
Hollywood, Calif.; and eight 
great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Art Jones.

Over the 25 years of their 
marriage, Kay and Jack Holt 
had four daughters, moving 
in 1959 to California’s San 
Francisco Bay Area, where 
she worked for many years in 
the banking world as a bank 
teller and later as a loan offi-
cer. 

In 1976, she married Mar-
vin Myers, and they lived for 
nearly four decades in Cam-
eron Park, Calif. After his 
death in 2014, she returned 
to her favorite place on Earth 
– Paris, Illinois — to be with 
most of her family, who had 
also returned to Edgar Coun-
ty over the intervening years. 

Mrs. Myers was a woman 
of great faith, and for de-
cades was a member of the 
Shepherd of the Hills Meth-
odist Church in Cameron 
Park, where she assisted the 
pastor and served her com-
munity in many capacities.  

She was also a member and 
past president of the Chris-
tian Women’s Club, was ac-
tive in the Walk to Emaus 
Project and was a member 
of the P.E.O Sisterhood. In 
addition, she was a joyful 
member of the church choir, 
known for her lovely sopra-
no voice. She and her family 
enjoyed singing together (of-
ten in three-part harmonies) 
on family trips and special 
occasions.  

Mrs. Myers was blessed 
with a magnetic personali-
ty, a beautiful smile and an 
innate sense of style. Rarely 
shy about expressing herself, 
she was a lively conversa-
tionalist and loved entertain-
ing friends and family in her 
home.  

The family expresses deep 
gratitude to Lincolnland 
Hospice, and most especial-
ly to Cassie Rich, whose ex-
perience, kindness and car-
ing made a big difference at 
a difficult time.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimers 
Association, St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, ECCF/D.O. 
It!, or Lincolnland Hospice.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

MYERS

DELORES FLANDERS
Delores Maxine Craig Flan-

ders, 88, of Paris, passed away 
at 1:24 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26, 

2019, at Hill-
top Nursing 
and Rehabil-
itation Cen-
ter, Charles-
ton. 

 All ser-
vices are pri-
vate. Inter-

ment in Edgar Cemetery is at 
a later date. Templeton Funer-
al Home in Paris is in charge 
of arrangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.tem-
pletonfuneralhome.com.

FLANDERS

 JACK CROSS 
CASEY – Jack Edwin 

Cross, 88, of Sun City, Ariz., 
and formerly of Casey, passed 

away at 5:51 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 
21, 2019, at 
White Dove 
Adult Care 
Home, Glen-
dale, Ariz.  

 A funeral 
service was 
at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 
29, at Mark-
well Funeral 

Home. Burial followed at the 
Green Moss Cemetery, Mar-
shall. Visitation was from 10 
a.m. until the service time 
Friday at the funeral home.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Banner Alzhei-
mer's Foundation at banner-
healthfoundation.org.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

CROSS

JAMES ANDERSON
KANSAS – James C. An-

derson, 74, of Kansas, passed 
away at 5:20 a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 29, 2019, at Sarah Bush 
Lincoln Hospital, Mattoon. 
Arrangements are pending at 
Templeton Funeral Home in 
Kansas.

GOT NEWS?
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217-921-3216

REUSE
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People often offer cynical inter-
pretations of American support 
for Israel. It’s the malign influence 

of the Jewish 
lobby, or Israel is 
a colonial outpost 
of the American 
hegemon or Israel 
has brainwashed 
American policy-
makers. 

What these 
right-wing 
conspiracists, 
anti-Semites and 
committed leftists 

miss is that there isn’t any mystery 
about the bond between the U.S. 
and Israel. U.S. support for Israel 
— and vice versa — has been 
based on shared values.

Israel shares with the United 
States respect for human rights 
and the rule of law. Though 
often besieged by enemies who 
target innocent civilians in terror 
attacks, use their own civilians 
as human shields and celebrate 
as heroes terrorists who massa-
cre unarmed men, women and 
children, Israel does not sink to 
that level. 

Though Israel vigorously 
defends herself, she does not 
resort to targeting civilians, nor to 
indiscriminate bombing — de-
spite accusations to the contrary. 
And — this is crucial — when 
Israeli soldiers go too far and kill 
unarmed Palestinians, Israel does 
not name public squares after 
them. They are tried and pun-
ished.

It is never easy to hold one’s 
military to account. Within Israel, 
soldiers tried for war crimes have 
had their supporters and trying 
them is controversial. But Israel’s 
willingness to hold itself to high 
standards marks it as a civilized 

country.
War crimes and abuses are 

part of war. No country is pure. 
What distinguishes the good guys 
from the bad is how the nation 
responds to those transgressions.

President Donald Trump’s 
latest assault on America’s moral 
standing was his decision — over 
the objections of the military 
and the pleas of his own defense 
secretary — to pardon three ser-
vicemen convicted of, or charged 
with, war crimes. 

“We train our boys to be killing 
machines, then prosecute them 
when they kill!” he tweeted. 
Note that Trump is not arguing 
these cases are miscarriages. He’s 
saying war crimes should not be 
punished.

Any number of current and for-
mer servicemen have bristled at 
this. We do not train our soldiers 
to be killing machines — and 
contributing to that stereotype 
is hardly pro-military. Veterans 
already face skepticism from 
potential employers out of mis-
placed fear that PTSD or some 
other combat-induced mania 
will incline them to murderous 
rampages.

While war does require 
aggression and violence, the U.S. 
military abides by — or used 
to — the Law of Armed Conflict 

and the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. As Fred Kaplan noted, 
“American troops are trained as 
much in when not to shoot their 
weapons as they are in how to 
shoot them.” Our troops receive 
intense training about avoiding 
civilian casualties.

Trump’s pardons are a slap in 
the face to the dozens of Navy 
SEALs and others who risked 
their careers to come forward and 
report gross violations — and 
to the hundreds of thousands of 
American servicemen and wom-
en who behaved honorably on the 
battlefield. Just as Trump offered a 
green light to Turkey’s strongman 
Recep Erdogan to slaughter our 
Kurdish allies, he’s provided per-
mission to the American military 
to commit similar outrages.

Trump does not understand 
morality — not in war, and not 
in peace. Glance at his pardon 
of Sheriff Joe Arpaio, an abuse-
of-power poster boy. Arpaio 
arrested journalists who wrote 
critical pieces about him and even 
a county supervisor who got in 
his way. He sent a SWAT team 
to a suburban home supposedly 
looking for a cache of weapons. 
The goons wound up burning 
down the house and killing the 
family’s dog. No illegal weapons 
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Starting a 
movement 
for the U.S.

Supporting local businesses who support our community just makes sense
Many of us know why residents 

should shop locally instead of going 
online or traveling to another com-
munity to buy gifts. 

We invite you to consider rea-
sons how you benefit yourself, your 
neighbors and your community 
when you buy goods sold and made 
close to home.

Shopping locally helps Paris, 
Chrisman, Newman, Oakland, 
Marshall and more retain their dis-
tinctiveness. Our independent shops 
create special shopping experiences. 
Sometimes we take for granted our 
local shops.

Shopping locally powers a commu-
nity’s economic cycle. Businesses and 
manufacturers create employment. 
When workers spend money here, 
economic stability results, which 
then encourages self-employment 
and entrepreneurship. Enterprise 
leads to more businesses and manu-
facturing — and the cycle grows.

Shopping locally preserves ser-
vices as well as stores. Private and 

public sector services tend to cluster 
around shops. When shops dis-
appear, so do banks, coffee shops, 
salons. Those services bring needed 
foot traffic to retailers.

Local shops are for everyone. Most 
people can reach shops and service 
providers easily.The Rides bus even 
goes to neighboring communities 
which we also define as local.

Shopping locally is a cozy, home-
town experience. This beats the con-
gested malls or larger city shopping 
any time.

You can actually save money when 
you shop locally. These businesses 
offer affordable prices. Skip the ship-
ping charge. Save the gasoline. When 
you subtract travel, fees and your 
time, the cost of shopping locally 
can be lower than shopping an hour 

from home.
Location, location, location. Why 

wouldn’t you do something that 
increases property values and boosts 
local quality of life?

Local merchants value their 
customers. Local businesses survive 
by their reputation and by repeat 
business. That means you’re likely to 
get a higher standard of service than 
at some big store where you are just 
a number, not a neighbor.

Independent owners invest in 
the community. Local businesses, 
according to chamber of commerce 
statistics, are proportionately more 
generous in supporting local chari-
ties, schools and community events. 
When you support these businesses, 
you’re making it easier for them to be 
generous. In essence, when you shop 
locally for a Christmas gift, you’re 
giving twice.

If you want to give your local com-
munities a gift this season, start by 
shopping right here.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Shop local this season 

Madigan
faces more
scutiny

We must continue to be the good guys

YOUR VIEW

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY
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The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
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QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

Rural business is 
thankful for the
highway support MONA
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AMERICAN TROOPS ARE  
TRAINED AS MUCH IN WHEN  NOT TO 
SHOOT THEIR WEAPONS AS TO THEY 

ARE IN HOW TO SHOOT THEM.”
FRED KAPLAN

“WAR STORIES’ COLUMNIST

The Chicago Tribune re-
cently reported Mike Mc-
Clain, the most prominent 

insider 
connected 
to House 
Speaker 
Michael 
Madigan, 
sent a 
blind-cop-
ied email 
to what 
he called 
the Most 
Trusted 

of the Trusted asking for 
help raising money in the 
closing weeks of the 2018 
campaign.

After thanking them 
for their work on behalf 
of Himself (presumed to 
be Madigan), McClain 
claimed to have reviewed 
a magic Excel sheet and 
asked for more contri-
butions, which were to 
be directed to a Madigan 
person at the Democratic 
Party of Illinois so their 
money could be tracked 
on said magic spreadsheet.

Chicago public radio 
station WBEZ reported 
the same day that McClain 
sent a blind-copied email 
last December to what he 
called a “Magic Lobbying 
List.” McClain claimed 
the list was compiled by 
he and Madigan and the 
two of them had recently 
culled the roster to less 
than two dozen. He asked 
recipients to contact him 
if they had turned down 
any lobbying clients so he 
could apparently funnel 
them to other magic 
lobbyists.

The two emails are 
certainly distasteful, but 
nothing in either appears 
to directly violate a law. 
Every legislative leader 
has trusted contribution 
bundlers and favored 
lobbyists. If you’re trying 
to get close to a leader, it’s 
not too difficult to figure 
out how. How far that gets 
you is another matter. But 
it certainly never hurts 
to be on a leader’s good 
side, which is why so 
many people try to do it, 
particularly with someone 
who controls the strings as 
closely as Madigan does.

The difference here is 
that somebody put this 

RICH
MILLER
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See MILLER, Page 7A

Editor, The Prairie Press:
We feel it’s an appropriate time to recog-

nize a Department of Edgar County that 
is a hard-working group that is devoted to 
improving the county in a positive way. We 
send a special thank you to the Edgar County 
Highway Department.

A lot of work was put into writing and 
receiving a grant from the USDA to secure 
the funding needed to rebuild the road near 
Southfork Homestead Farm. This was a 
much-needed improvement to the road for 
safety reasons and to improve the long-term 
economic outlook of the county.

For those who do not know, Southfork 
Homestead Farm is an agritourism business 
that is open every fall. This past season was 
our fourth season. Visitors get a chance to 
experience small town farm, like learning old 
farming practices, picking pumpkins, wagon 
rides through the woods, trails, the impor-
tance of honeybees, a little history and a walk 
through the gardens and visit with a variety 
of farm animals, while enjoying many fun 
outdoor activities for young and old alike.

Our visitors to the farm come from near 
and far, most are within a 100-mile radius 
of Paris, but it’s not uncommon to have RVs 
pull of from I-70 from Florida or elsewhere. 
Weekends are full of all sorts of families and 
weekdays are full of school field trips, most of 
who have never been to Edgar County before. 
We estimate that about 90 percent of all farm 
visitors are from outside Edgar County. This 
year we had over 35 different schools visit the 
farm here in Edgar County. They came from 
Champaign, Robinson, Effingham, Terre 
Haute, Danville and many small towns in 
between.

We are grateful and blessed that so many 
visitors will make their way to a small farm lo-
cated in the back rural country area of Edgar 
County. Four years ago when we started we 

See LETTERS, Page 7A

This column proposes a powerful, practi-
cal, if highly unconventional, way to start a 
national conversation, even a movement, that 

could possibly help restore a 
healthy American democracy 
and solid economic future, 
and maybe even replace one 
of our two bankrupt political 
parties. 

Politics and policy are 
today focused on support-
ing old coots like me (I’m 
78), and the boomers who 
followed, through oppressive 
government debt, mountain-
ous student loan burdens, 

inadequate investment in research and 
higher education, and generally listless K-12 
education. The consequences of our selfish, 
debt-fueled pandering to my generation will 
be paid by those who are in college today. 
Embarrassing.

In the present era, national politics are 
shaped by winning intra-party primary elec-
tions, which are largely captured by activists 
at polar extremes. The great swath of us in the 
middle are marginalized, having little impact 
on who become candidates.

I propose a nationwide competition 
— with big prizes — among teams at our 
business school MBA programs, to develop 
the best business plan for creation and im-
plementation of a new, competitive political 
party. Why start a business, I say to the MBA 
students, when you can start a movement?

A new political party is really just a start-
up, nonprofit enterprise. I used to run US 
Senate and other major political campaigns. 
For each, we developed a campaign plan to 
operate the equivalent of a lively business for 
one year. Without a good plan, no success. A 
new party would need a terrific plan.

Why focus largely on the business schools? 
(I would indeed open the competition to 
teams from elsewhere.) Because many of the 
brightest and most successful of the coming 
generation are enrolled there. They need 
to appreciate they have a huge stake in the 
future, and my generation is strewing shards 
of glass in their path.

We should also disabuse business school 
deans who might think the business of Amer-
ica is solely about business. Wrong. A stable, 
far-sighted political system is an absolute 
precondition to a flourishing, sustainable 
economy. 

For example, after World War II, observers 
identified Argentina as the nation that had all 
the ingredients to be the next economic pow-
erhouse — a well-educated, hard-working 
populace with substantial natural resources, 
unscathed by the war. Yet dysfunctional, 
populist Peronist and later governments 
crushed the dreams of a global powerhouse in 
Argentina.

My proposal is that MBA students, plus 

JIM
NOWLAN
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See NOWLAN, Page 7A
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December 2019 
This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Ash, Dr. Karagiorogos, 
Sherri Morrison, PA & Katie 
Wilson, FNP: 217-366-2670 

Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Tyler Beers: 217-465-8411 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 
x4690 

Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 
812-242-3175 

Bradley Grissom, APN: 
217-554-1700 

Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 

Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan: 812-232-8716 Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  
Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

Employed Providers 
Cardiology 
Donna Kerns, FNP 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
Joy Williams, FNP 
Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico 
Karen Smith, FNP 
EZ Care  
Josh Childress, FNP 
Jacqueline Coffman, PA 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP 
Jolena Martin, PA 
Kacey McGuire, FNP 
Michelle Miller, FNP 

Mallory Simonton, FNP 
Tabitha Wood, FNP 
Matt Woodruff, PA 
Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Kristina Gabbard, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Debbie Griffin, FNP 
Danielle Ireland, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Kumar 

Charlene Moore, FNP 
Kayla Ogle, FNP 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP 
General Surgery 
Dr. Cozacov 
Dr. Li 
Gynecology 
Susan Arp, FNP 
Dr. Horvat 
 

Hospitalist 
Jennifer Likens, FNP 
Dr. Sutton 

Tiffany Turner, FNP 
NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP 
Nursing Home Care 
Ann Bogue, FNP 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Amanda Talamantes, FNP 
Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP 
Crystal White, FNP 
Orthopedics  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
W. Andrew Hodge, MD 

Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Pain Management 
Adam Schneider, 
CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA 
Scott Williamson, 
CRNA  
Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 
Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Bradley Grissom, APN (Mon)—9 
Dr. Namburi (Fri)—6, 20, 27 
Dr. Nasser (Thurs)—5, 12, 19 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—5, 19 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—4, 18 

Nephrology Dr. Jeevan (Tues/ Thurs/ Fri)—3, 
12, 20, 26 

Neurology Dr. Tazudeen (Tues)—10, 17 
Oncology Dr. Huh (Mon)—5 

Dr. Patel (Thurs)—5, 19 
Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian— 
Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Wed)—11 
Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—6 
Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Vascular Surgery Dr. Hussain (Tues)—17 

Gastroenterology Tyler Beers (Tues)— 

Special Events & Groups 
PCH Volunteers’ Chocolate 
Sale 

Dec. 2 & 3 @ 9am to 4pm 
(Paris Clinic rotunda) 

Stay Strong, Live Long Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31@ 10am 
(Sutton Senior Care) 

Parkinson’s Support Group Dec. 4, 18 @ 2pm (Senior Care) 

Health Screenings Dec. 6 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 

Ladies Night Out 
“Chalk Couture” 

Dec. 10 @ 5:30pm 
(KC Hall, Paris) 

Bariatric Support Group Dec. 16 @ 6pm (A) 
Caregiver Support Group Dec. 18 @ 3pm (A) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

CLOSURES:  Tues, Dec. 24―Clinics close at noon. EZ Cares open 9am to 5 pm.  
          Wed, Dec. 25—All clinics & EZ Cares closed. 

           Tues, Dec. 31—Clinics have regular business hours. 
            EZ Cares open 9 am to 7 pm. 

           Wed, Jan. 1—Clinics closed. EZ Cares open 9am to 7pm. 
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were found in the ashes.
We are at our best when 

we refuse to countenance 
crimes by our own. On 
March 16, 1968, Chief 
warrant officer Hugh 
Thompson Jr. and two 
crewmen were flying a 
reconnaissance mission 
over a village in South 
Vietnam when they no-
ticed the bodies of elderly 
people and children. It was 
My Lai. Seeing American 
soldiers advancing on 

MILLER
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stuff in writing. That is just not 
done. Ever. And that’s why 
some are wondering what else 
might have happened.

McClain met regularly 
with Madigan. He worked 
diligently to maintain his 
position as the Madigan’s 
most trusted advisor. The two 
huddled multiple times a week 
during legislative session and 
spoke often when the General 
Assembly wasn’t in session. 
It was widely assumed if 
McClain said certain things he 
was speaking for Madigan. So 
it’s not much of a leap to think 
the folks who received those 
emails believed that McClain 
was once again speaking on 
Madigan’s behalf.

But did it go any further? 
Was a bill, for instance, kept in 
committee until a magic some-
body got a contract? That is 
the real question. The setup is 
there, but we’re waiting to see 
if any official steps were taken 
to further any alleged conspir-

acy. So far, we haven’t yet seen 
any proof of such a thing. But 
it sure seems like that’s at least 
one direction this particular 
branch of the massive ongoing 
federal investigation is headed.

Madigan publicly said he 
believed Alaina Hampton’s 
story about how the brother of 
his alderman sexually harassed 
her and even praised her for 
having the courage to come 
forward. But McClain actively 
raised money for Kevin Quinn 
through a handful of trusted 
Madigan loyalists, who were 
encouraged to put him on 
their payrolls for six months. 
Quinn apparently did things 
like monitor committee 
hearings for the lobbyists via 
online video and audio — but 
connected people like those 
guys can easily find out what 
happened in committees by 
talking to staff or legislators. 
McClain also coached Quinn 
how to structure his contracts 
— perhaps to avoid having to 
register as a lobbyist — and 
warned him never to speak of 
this to anyone, lest they all be 

dragged through the mud.
Publicly, Madigan said and 

did almost all the right things 
when the sexual harassment 
scandals were breaking around 
him. But was he also quietly 
taking care of a guy who might 
have damaging information 
about his operation, or at least 
avoiding creating a grudge and 
a resulting willingness to talk 
to the wrong people?

Madigan also made a big 
deal of firing his longtime 
chief of staff, Tim Mapes, 
after allegations were made 
about Mapes’ conduct. 
McClain and others near 
Madigan helped Mapes try 
to find a soft landing after he 
was given the boot. Mapes 
obviously knew where a lot of 
bones were buried because he 
helped bury them.

Needless to say, Madigan 
needs to fully address all of this 
– the sooner the better.

(Rich Miller is the editor of 
the Capitol Fax blog and news-
letter, which has been publishing 
for more than 20 years. His 
email is capitolfax@gmail.com.)
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teams from elsewhere, be 
assigned the task of develop-
ing a plan for a new, national 
third party.

After all, the Republican 
Party began as a third party, 
founded in 1854 in the midst 
of the implosion of the Whig 
Party. Just six years later, Re-
publicans captured the White 
House with 39 percent of the 
popular vote in a four-party 
contest, and saved the Union.

There would obviously 
be daunting challenges 
to creation of a successful 
competitive new party for the 
political contests after 2020.

For example, students of 
political parties will point out 
the original GOP rode the 
coattails of a searing matter 
in the North — extension 
of slavery — and that a new 
political party begun in 2020 
would lack such a riveting 
issue. 

Second, a new party would 
probably have to appeal to 
those of us located some-
where along the middle 
of the political spectrum; 

unfortunately, moderation 
famously lacks that emotion-
al appeal necessary to drive 
voters to the polls.

Third, at least as I see it, a 
new, future-oriented party 
would have to promote some 
jarring, even painful poli-
cies; for example, reduce 
benefits a bit now to extend 
Social Security and Medicare 
programs into the future, in-
crease revenues for long-term 
research investments and 
curb health care expendi-
tures.

To counter these challeng-
es, a successful plan would 
have to arouse constructive 
fear — the great motivator 
— that our student genera-
tion will otherwise inherit a 
society bereft of the resources 
necessary to fuel a prosper-
ous society for themselves 
and their children.

A new political party 
can also benefit from the 
immediacy and ubiquity of 
social media, for marketing, 
recruiting, fundraising.

I am thinking prizes of $1 
million for the winning team, 
half that for second, less for 
runners-up. I see half of each 

prize going to the team mem-
bers, the other half to be ap-
plied as seed-money to start 
implementation. I am right 
now casting about among 
my few, really deep-pocketed 
friends and acquaintances 
to recruit interest in funding 
the idea.

Sure, the idea is eccentric. 
But I’ll bet that in 1854 
unimaginative folks in central 
Illinois thought the awkward, 
unschooled young lawyer 
from New Salem and his 
political buddies were also off 
on a fool’s errand.

I think such a competition 
could fascinate America. 
The public might even be 
involved in the voting among 
competing finalist plans. 

What might the bright 
young leaders of tomorrow 
come up with? 

Are they up to the chal-
lenge? Are we?

(For many years, Jim Nowl-
an was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly news-
paper in central Illinois.)

Vietnamese civilians, Thomp-
son signaled that his men 
would shoot if they killed any 
more.

The massacre was halted.
Thompson’s actions that 

day eventually won him the 
Soldier’s Medal for heroism 
not involving conflict with 
the enemy.

His conduct is taught at 
West Point.

As for Lt. William Calley, 
the only American soldier 
convicted of murder at My 
Lai, President Nixon altered 
his sentence to house arrest. 
But he didn’t pardon him.

Building an honorable 
ethic in the nation’s military 
has been the work of decades, 
even centuries. Undermining 
it can be the work of months. 
Admiral William McRaven 
has spoken up. Now would 
be a good time to hear from 
H.R. McMaster, James 
Mattis, Stanley McChrystal, 
Colin Powell, Joseph Dun-
ford and as many others as 
possible who care to uphold 
what is right.

(Mona Charen is a colum-
nist and a political analyst. She 
is a senior fellow at the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center.)
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didn’t have a clue if we 
would have anybody 
come. 

In particular, we want 
to thank Aaron Lawson, 
county engineer, who at an 
early stage recognized the 
importance of agritourism 
and the possibilities this 
could have on the county, 
not only opportunity to 
receive federal grants but 
to improve roads so school 
buses from afar can now 
travel safely in rural Edgar 
County. We do receive 
many positive comments 
about the improvements 
of the roads when visitors 
travel here to the farm.

Visitors drive the good 
car as they say. The visitors 
appreciate the quality of 
the roads. This in turn has 
a positive impact on the 
county that is not seen by 
most locals. When visitors 
travel from Danville, or 
Rantoul or wherever an 
hour or more away may 
never have a reason to pass 
through Paris but these 
people have needs. We 
hear all the time, “We have 
never been to Paris. What 
is there to do around Par-
is? Where can we go eat?”

Many visitors do make 
their way to other attrac-
tions while in town and 
then gas up in Paris on the 
way home. If they don’t 
stop, they do tell us they 
take a drive through town 
just to say they’ve been to 
Paris. 

We’ve had a few problems 
in the past where a visitor 
from Indianapolis took an 
Uber to the farm. When it 
came time to leave they could 
not find an Uber driver to 
pick them up, not to mention 
their Internet service provid-
er on their cell phone does 
not work in this part of the 
country. Needless to say, they 
had an adventure they soon 
won’t forget.

Again, we want to thank 

Aaron, Josh, Dirk and crew 
at the highway department 
for the hard work they do to 
create a positive impact for 
the area and the businesses 
and individuals for many 
years to come. 

They aren’t just maintain-
ing the roads — they are 
developing Edgar County.

Newcomer and Wilson families 
and staff 

Southfork Homestead Farm
Paris



and be open to ideas,” Turner 
explained.

His wife, Joy, is his assistant, 
and she has seen his profi-
ciency grow in tandem with 
his curiosity. Many artists, 
she said, like the reliability of 
making art in one style. She 
initially assumed Randy Turn-
er would do the same, but he 
soon found the idea of lim-
iting his creative voice to be 
stifling. Fortunately, an inde-
pendent studio is the perfect 
environment for stretching 
limits.  

“Having your own studio is 
a tremendous feeling of free-
dom,” Joy Turner said.

In the 12 years since open-
ing Larkfield Glass, the Turn-
ers have seen a steady rise 
in business and popularity. 
Now their open houses draw 
crowds from the Paris area 
and beyond that are eager to 
see Randy Turner’s sponta-
neous, colorful style in action. 
The Christmas season is their 
most popular time of year.

Larkfield Glass is an excel-
lent place to find striking gifts. 
The Turners make plenty of 
statement pieces from twist-
ing vases to wall art, but their 
artistic philosophy does not 
end there. They believe it is 
important to not only try big, 
extraordinary pieces, but also 
to take that passion and infuse 

it into art that is accessible to 
everyone. Not everyone can 
buy a $200 bowl, but most 
people can afford a paper-
weight, necklace or ornament.

Christmas ornaments are 
bestsellers during the holiday 
season. The Turners try to de-
velop a new style of ornament 
every year while maintaining 
their current repertoire. The 
result is a fantastic variety for 
shoppers to peruse.

“The goal is to have as wide 
a variety of them that we can 
manage,” she said. 

Variety is ultimately part of 
what makes Larkfield Glass 
such a destination – aside 
from the sheer entertainment 
of watching flames shoot from 
a furnace while an artist danc-
es with molten glass.

Larkfield Glass will host 
an open house every week 
of December leading up to 
Christmas. The first is 9:30 
a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
7, followed by another from 
noon-7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15 
and finally 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 21.
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to close the jail. The building 
will continue as a booking cen-
ter so deputies and police offi-
cers do not have to transport ar-
rested people out of the county.

“If we can utilize the book-
ing area and holding cells, it 
helps the jail,” said Willaman.

People arrested anywhere 
in Edgar County will still be 
brought to the jail for booking 
and can be held there for ap-
proximately five hours while 
Willaman arranges a transfer 
to either Coles, Crawford, 
Cumberland or Clark counties 
where they will be held in cus-
tody.

These changes have resulted 
in the layoff of all but two cor-
rectional officers who worked 
at the jail. One male and one 
female officer were retained 
but they may work on call and 
come in as needed to book or 
transport prisoners.

“For legal purposes, I have 
to have a female officer,” said 
Willaman.

He added two of the laid 
off corrections officers have 
expressed a desire to come to 
back to work when the jail does 

eventually re-open. Those peo-
ple, Willaman said, will have 
to go to the police academy to 
receive proper training. 

When the dust settles, he 
plans to recruit more correc-
tional officers to build a staff 
so there are two correctional 
officers on duty at all times in 
compliance with DOC regu-
lations. Past DOC inspections 
of the local jail often faulted the 
facility for this violation.

“Frequently, there was only 
one person trying to do the job 
of two people,” he said. 

Willaman is also responsible 
for devising the system using 
correction officers for trans-
porting arrested and in-custo-
dy people from Edgar County 
to the other jails and bringing 
them back as needed for court 
appearances.

“That was one of the things 
the sheriff and I talked about 
was keeping the police on the 
streets,” Willaman said.

In some instances, an offi-
cer may need to remain at the 
jail with the in-custody person 
until Willaman, or one of the 
others working on-call to han-
dle bookings can get to the jail. 
He said to help with this both 
Wood and Paris Police Chief 
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make it more palatable to vot-
ers.

“We have a lot of problems 
that originate with staffing 
and lack of management and 
training at the jail,” said Voigt. 
“I’m not sure with the current 
money available we can cover 
the required staffing.”

Per Illinois Department 
of Corrections regulations, 
which has oversight responsi-
bility at the jail, a minimum of 
two corrections officers must 
be on duty at all time. The jail, 
for many years, has frequently 
only had one officer oversee-
ing the inmates.

Board member Derrick Lo-
renzen supports putting the 
question to voters, adding he 
does not oppose the idea of a 
sunset provision but he was 
unsure how far out to set the 
tax’s expiration. 

“The longer we go not fixing 
problems, the more expensive 
it becomes,” said Lorenzen. “If 
we want to be nimble for the 
county we need this money. 
There are great ideas out there 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Larkfield Glass ornaments are bestsellers because of their 
uniqueness and affordability. They typically cost $20 to $25 
dollars. Joy and Randy Turner like to add new styles to their 
repertoire every year, which has led to a dazzling variety for 
shoppers to peruse.
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The Chrisman Christmas 
parade is noted for the num-
ber of bands that participate. 
Moore said as of the Nov. 25 
interview the following bands 
had committed to the pa-
rade: Chrisman High School, 
Paris High School, George-
town-Ridge Farm High School 
and Crestwood Junior High 
School. 

“It’s hard to get them because 
the kids are involved with so 
many activities,” he said.

Anyone interested in having 
vendor space or participating 
in the parade may call Moore 
at 269-2589 for more informa-
tion.

CHRISMAN
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File Photo/The Prairie Press

The Chrisman High School Band marches in the 2018 Christmas 
in Chrisman Parade. Organizers are expecting a large parade for 
this year’s event Dec. 4.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

An often-delayed improve-
ment project at the Edgar 
County Airport concluded 
Monday, Nov. 25.

Workers from Feutz Con-
struction were finishing a 
large concrete pour on the 
apron and pouring a smaller 
pad behind the relocated fuel 
tanks.

The project started earlier 
this year and, like farming, 
an excessively wet and cold 
spring caused delays, so air-
port manager Tom Tuttle was 
pleased to see the last of the 
work getting done Monday.

“The big advantage now is 
that we don’t have a bottle-
neck when people are fueling,” 
said Tuttle.

A new 10,000-gallon fuel 
tank was ordered for the site, 
which caused more delays 
when it was not delivered 
by the due date. An existing 

10,000-gallon tank was re-
tained for use in the new lo-
cation. 

In addition to relocating 
the fueling area and enlarg-
ing the ramp, the project 
also installed an electronic 
card reader enabling pilots to 
purchase fuel with a debit or 
credit card. Previously, all fuel 
sales were handled in the part-
time office. It was not possible 
for pilots to buy fuel when the 
office was closed and the air-
port lost the opportunity to 
earn revenue over the week-
ends and during the evenings. 
With the electronic reader in 
place, sales can happen at any 
time.

“People are already stop-
ping to get gas when the air-
port is closed,” Tuttle said.

He added the two large-ca-
pacity tanks give the airport 
more flexibility on timing fuel 
purchases. Management can 
take advantage if a lower bulk 

price occurs and stock up.
One of the tanks holds jet 

fuel and the other has high-oc-
tane aviation fuel.

Tuttle has a little breathing 
room before the next con-
struction project starts.

“The state will let bids 
March 20 and the work should 
happen during the summer of 
2020,” said Tuttle.

The next project includes 
more ramp expansion. That 

work pushes the ramp area 
east and eliminates a curve in 
the road in front of the main 
hangar as it enters the ramp. 
Other elements of the proj-
ect include resurfacing the 
taxiway and building another 
access road from the taxiway 
onto the ramp.

“Right now we only have 
one access road into the facili-
ty,” said Tuttle, adding another 
road between the taxiway and 

the ramp will help ease some 
of the congestion of planes 
taking off and landing during 
the busy summer crop dusting 
season. 

He noted both the project 
just finished and the improve-
ments scheduled for 2020 are 
90 percent federally funded. 
The state contributes 5 per-

cent and Edgar County pays 5 
percent.

Even more projects at the 
local airport are on the draw-
ing board.

“The federally funded air-
ports all have a 10-year plan,” 
said Tuttle. “These are all up-
grades deemed necessary by 
the FAA and the state IDOT.”

Airport improvement project completed

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Workers from Feutz Construction float a newly poured concrete 
section at the Edgar County airport Monday, Nov. 25. The new 
concrete fills in the area where fuel tanks were previously 
located.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A major upgrade to the Edgar County Airport was finished early 
this week. The expansion of the concrete ramp and relocation 
of fuel tanks creates a safer and less congested area for fueling 
planes. The addition of electronic card readers makes the sale 
of aviation fuel available to pilots 24-hours a day.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Recurring 
engine failure with one of the 
Northern Edgar County Am-
bulance Service’s ambulances 
resulted in the need for four 
engines in two years.

The most recent engine 
failed with less than 300 miles 
on it with a hole burned into 
a piston. Working with a me-
chanic and Ford Motor Com-
pany the source of the prob-
lem was finally isolated to a 
part remotely located from 
the engine.

Jeremy Neal, NECAS co-
ordinator, said the ambulance 
arrived with an E85 gas cap 
as part of the original equip-
ment. 

“We’ve been running it on 
E85 and burning the motor 
out,” said Neal. 

It is not known how the 
fuel cap mix-up occurred but 
Ford confirmed the motor 
in the ambulance is not de-
signed to use E85, which is a 
blend of 85 percent ethanol 
and 15 percent gasoline.

The most recent repair 
came to $11,000 because it 
was necessary to drop the 
fuel tank, replace the burned 
out catalytic converter and 
also replace the fuel pump, 
fuel injectors and make other 
repairs.

NECAS board president 
Kevin Julian has talked to the 
insurance company about 
covering the expense as an 
accident. 

“Really, it’s nobody’s fault,” 
said Julian.

Neal raised another issue 
during the NECAS board 
meeting Tuesday, Nov. 26. 
Ross Township sent him a let-
ter requesting a financial au-
dit. NECAS is funded in part 
by contributions from Ross, 
Prairie, Broulletts Creek, Ed-
gar, Shiloh and Young Amer-
ica townships and the com-
munities of Hume, Metcalf 
and Chrisman. The total the 
ambulance service received 
last year from the govern-
ment entities was $22,000.

“I don’t have a problem 
with it, if Ross is paying for 
it,” said Chrisman city coun-
cil representative Rodney 
Wolfe. 

Mike Taylor, the Ross 
Township representative, re-
plied the anticipation is the 
funding entities will share in 
the cost.

No action was taken but 
the consensus was to ask lo-
cal banker Ben Jenness Jr. to 
review the ambulance service 
books as a first step before 
seeking an audit. 

“It wouldn’t hurt to have 
one, since we will likely have 
changes,” said Wolfe.

The NECAS board has 
placed a referendum question 
on the March 17 ballot asking 
northern Edgar County resi-
dents to approve the creation 
of a taxed special service area. 
If successful, it becomes the 
county board’s responsibility 
to bid the ambulance service 

Ambulance engine problem solved
and it is possible NECAS 
will dissolve, so an item-
ized list of assets is needed.

Neal’s report was a mix 
of good news and bad 
news, beyond the cost of 
repairing the ambulance. 
A grant he submitted for 
replacing the old monitors 
in the ambulances was de-
nied. As a result, he said, 
NECAS will have to at 
least buy new batteries for 
the old devices.

On the positive side, 
some former volunteers 
have agreed to return for 
a limited time to help the 
financially struggling am-
bulance service. More vol-
unteers will help ease the 
payroll side of the opera-
tion. NECAS is currently 
losing about $1,200 per 
month with expenses out-
stripping revenue. 

A tricky issue was decid-
ing whether or not to give 
Christmas bonus to the 
EMTs that staff the am-
bulance, given the current 
financial straits. The sug-
gestion was $1,200 divid-
ed among those eligible 
with $1,000 being split for 
those who put in the most 
hours and the balance for 
those who do less. 

Wolfe voted for the 
measure because people 
like to be recognized for 
their contribution while 
noting, “We’ll go under a 
month sooner, but we’re 
going under anyway.”

like a new jail or a public safe-
ty building, but there are no 
funds.”

The conversation noted the 
proposed tax is not attached 
to property. As a sales tax, 
people living outside of Edgar 
County coming here to shop 
will help pay it.

Another advantage to the 
safety tax is it becomes a ded-
icated fund, which means 
some of the other county 
money now going to the 
sheriff ’s department can get 
applied elsewhere like court-
house maintenance.

“By getting these funds for 
the sheriff it frees up money 
that is nickel and diming us 
in other areas,” said Voigt, 
adding some citizens willing 
to form a committee that will 
work for passage of the tax has 
approached him voicing sup-
port for the idea. 

The tax will be a discussion 
item during the Dec. 9 study 
session and a vote is needed 
by the Dec. 11 regular busi-
ness meeting in order to meet 
filing deadlines to have a refer-
endum question on the ballot.

In another matter at the 
Nov. 27 county board meet-
ing, Voigt announced having 
received a letter from the Il-
linois Department of Agri-
culture advising the permit 
request for a confinement hog 
operation in Brouilletts Creek 
Township was withdrawn. 

The board also set for re-
view a 2009 ordinance regard-
ing wind turbines because 
some Embarrass Township 
landowners have been ap-
proached by a wind farm de-
veloper.  

Being a county board mem-
ber requires an ability to roll 
with the punches as one prob-
lem after another keeps crop-
ping up. 

During the public com-

Eric Brown have expressed a 
willingness to learn the book-
ing process.

As of Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
Edgar County was paying 
to house about 26 people in 
neighboring jails at costs rang-
ing from $25 to $60 per day per 
person.

His goal is to get the jail back 
in operational condition to sat-
isfy both the insurance compa-
ny and DOC within three to 
five months. He believes get-
ting the cellblocks in the 1970s 
portion of the jail operational 
with all new policies and pro-
cedures in three months is fea-
sible. It may take longer to bring 
the bottom floor cellblock 
built in the 19th century back 
into service. He was uncertain 
about the long-term status of 
the upper cellblock in the older 
part of the jail.

“Moving everybody out 
gives us the opportunity to 
clean up the cells and put in 
new lights. We are putting in 
new showers,” said Willaman. 
“Despite what some people 
around town were saying 
things were working but not 
as they should. We are making 
the renovations to bring it up 
to where it should be.”

ment section of the meet-
ing, Freida Hixson asked 
the board to investigate 
her abrupt firing as direc-
tor of the Edgar County 
Housing Authority. The 
housing authority is large-
ly funded and overseen by 
the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD). The 
county board is responsi-
ble for appointing a local 
board directors for the 
operation that provides 
low-income housing in 
200 apartments.

Hixson claimed she was 
unjustly dismissed by the 
board in order to bring 
back the retired former 
director in her stead. She 
alleged the board violates 
the open meetings act by 
having discussions outside 
of board meetings and has 
created a culture of crony-
ism.

“There was a dou-
ble-standard as to what was 
appropriate for me and the 
former director,” she said.

She said prior to her 
predecessor’s retirement, a 
HUD review team found 
the Highland Court Apart-
ments to be substandard.

“I turned public housing 
to high status,” said Hixson.

Her comments were 
echoed by two former 
housing authority employ-
ees, who said Hixson’s fir-
ing was not only without 
cause, it has upset tenants 
to the point of petitioning 
HUD to investigate.

Hixson asked board 
members to launch their 
own investigation.

“I feel this is a serious 
matter,” she said.

Speaking for the board, 
Voigt promised to review it 
and get back to her.
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Titans 
fall to 
Paris JV

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — The 
Tri-County boys basket-
ball team opened its annual 
Turkey Tournament with a 
strong 2-1 record. The Ti-
tans fell in its third contest 
of the tournament, losing 
to the Paris junior varsity 
team 62-39. 

Paris jumped out to a 
quick start with a 15-0 
lead through five minutes. 
The Titan’s first bucket 
came at the 2:53 mark on 
a layup by Jack Armstrong 
as Armstrong scored four 
of Tri-County’s eight 
points.  The Tigers used 
the strength of eight made 
shots - three of them from 
behind the three-point arc 
- to take a 19-8 lead after 
the first stanza.

The Titans then went to 
Mitch Pollock to try and 
close the gap as he scored 
ten points.  However, the 
Tigers used the strength of 
Kohlton Mills to keep the 
Titans at bay scoring six of 
the 14 Paris points en route 
to a 33-23 lead at halftime. 

The Tri-County offen-
sive efficiency went flat in 
the third quarter, hitting 
one field goal while scoring 
just six points.  The Tigers 
continued to go to Mills 
often in the frame scoring 
10 of the 21 Paris points 
eventually leading 54-29 
lead heading into the final 
eight minutes. 

The Titans hit three 
more shots as part of a 
10-point fourth quarter as 
Paris won 62-39. 

Tri-County shot 14-62 
from the field and made 
one three-point basket in 
seventeen attempts.  The 
Titans went 10-23 from 
the free-throw line.  Mitch 
Pollock led the way with 17 
points while Cole McClain 
added 10 points in the loss. 

The Tigers JV was 23-
51 from the field and 6-11 
from the charity stripe. 
Kohlton Mills led all scor-
ers with 23 points and 
Zach Farnham added 11 
points in the win. 

TCT 69, MARTINSVILLE 37
Before the loss to Paris, 

Tri-County had faced off 
with Martinsville, defeat-
ing the Blue Streaks 69-37. 

The Titans were able 
to maintain a strong start 
through the first quarter, 
taking a 10-8 lead. CJ Eakle 
took over the contest with 
11 of the team’s first 19 
points, eventually taking a 
29-16 advantage into the 
locker room. 

Some big shots behind 
the Pollock helped to ex-
tend the Titan lead, run-
ning out to a 50-27 lead 
after three quarters. 

Cole McClain put the 
finishing touches on the 
contest in the final quarter 
for Tri-County, scoring 10 
of Tri-County’s 19 points.  

Tri-County shot 25-61 
from the field and 15-23 
from the free throw line. 

Cole McClain led all 
scorers with 18 points. 
CJ Eakle had 15 points 
and Mitch Pollock had 12 
points.  Dameon Bolton 
added seven points. 

TCT 68, PAL-HUT 62
The team had entered 

the Turkey Tournament 
with a lot of excitement 
behind new head coach 
Cyrus Furgeson. The Ti-
tans kicked off its season in 
the opening round of the 
tournament against Hut-
sonville-Palestine, winning 
the game 68-62. 

Tri-County entered the 
contest sluggish, making 
just five shots as they fell 
behind 21-12 heading into 
the second quarter. 

Tri-County turned to 
Pollock, who paced the 
team with 13 of the Ti-
tans 18 points. The period 

Paris off to perfect start
Lady Tigers rolled through NAL Tourney and took title then dominated St. Joe 65-44
BY JEFF CHAMBERS 
& JEREMY PATTERSON
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

ST. JOSEPH — The Paris 
Lady Tigers are off to a perfect 
start, rolling through the NAL 
Thanksgiving Tournament 
and then dominating the St. 
Joseph Ogden Spartans 65-44 
Tuesday, Nov.26.

The Lady Tigers are now 
an impressive 5-0 out of 
the starting gate, including 
Wednesday’s impressive win 
over the previously unbeaten 
SJO girls.

According to the Cham-
paign News-Gazette girls 
basketball poll, the Spartans 
were the top-ranked team in 
the area. After the shellacking 
the Lady Tigers put on SJO 
on their home court, the top 
spot may be changing. Par-
is thumped the 2019 IHSA 
Class 2A third-place team, 
outscoring the Spartans in ev-
ery quarter.

After just a 48-hour break 
from winning the North 
American Lighting Thanks-
giving Tournament, the Ti-
gers were more than ready for 

this highly anticipated match-
up. 

“Our intensity was there,” 
said Tiger Coach Dave Tin-
gley. “Our girls were pretty 
amped up for this one.” 

Picking up right where 
they left off on Saturday, the 
Tigers relied on team defense 
to build an early lead. The 

Spartans seemed more than a 
little shocked at the full court 
pressure and the smothering 
defense used by the Lady Ti-
gers. As the horn sounded to 
end the first quarter, the Lady 
Tigers’ lead was already in 
double-digits at 16-5.

In the first four games of 
the season, the Tiger offense 

— for whatever reason — has 
struggled in the second quar-
ter. Call it merely a coinci-
dence, but that eight-minute 
stretch of each game has been 
a tough spot until the Tigers 
stretched their lead to 31-16 
at halftime, outscoring the 
Spartans 15-11.

It was more of the same 

coming out of the locker 
room in the third quarter as 
the pressure defense of the 
Lady Tigers put even more 
distance between the Paris 
team and the Spartans. 

Paris grabbed a 20-point 
lead heading into the final 
quarter. Tingley was able to 
empty his bench with just 
over three minutes remaining 
in the contest and the Lady 
Tigers in complete command. 

Karrington Krabel led a 
balanced scoring attack by 
the Tigers with a game high 
16 points to pair with eight 
rebounds. Sarah Isaf knocked 
down a pair of three-point-
ers on her way to 12 points. 
Jenna Gates and Katelyn Lit-
tleton each netted 10 points, 
with Gates adding five assists 
to her credit. Kendra Young 
came off the bench and nailed 
a pair of threes to finish with 
six points. Madyson Rigdon 
was held scoreless from the 
field but knocked down six 
free throws. Deming Hawkins 
had three points and Kelsey 
Crampton finished with two 

Special to The Prairie Press

Champions of the North American Lighting Thanksgiving Tourney on Nov. 23 are the Paris Lady 
Tigers, who sailed through the tourney with a perfect 4-0 record, including a convincing win over 
a tough Champaign Central team.

See PARIS, Page 10A

Tigers take third in 
Turkey Tourney

See TCT, Page 10A

Titans 
fall to 
Paris JV
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com 

The second week of 
action in the Paris Junior 
League basketball offered 
some tight games.

Games are played on 
Sundays beginning at 
12:30 p.m. at Eveland 
Gym.

PANTHERS 28,
CARDINALS 21

The Cardinals gave the 
Panthers a real challenge 
during the first game. 

At the end of first quar-
ter the Cardinals led the 
Panthers 8-4.  A strong 
showing in the second 
quarter allowed the Pan-
thers to take a 17-11 
lead.  Both teams contin-
ued to score through the 
second half before the 
Panthers won 28-21. 

Dawson Rogers led 
the Panthers with six 
points.  Bryson Brown, 
Kipton Bradford and 
Nathan Delashmit each 
added four points.  Car-
ter Delashmit and Karic 
Mason had three points 
each.  Storm Miller and 
Sean Dunn completed the 
scoring with a bucket each.

The Cardinals were led 
by Carter Eastham with 
eight points.  Myah Bar-
tos finished the day with 
two buckets good for 
four points.  Shayn White 
had a basket and a free 
throw.  Carter Crippes, 
Chance Chaney and Dylan 
Lucas each had a basket.

HAWKS 32, COLTS 18
In the second contest of 

the afternoon the Hawks 
rolled past the Colts with a 
32-18 win. 

Madox Hutchings 
led the Hawks with 14 
points.  Paisley Reed 
scored a couple of baskets 
and a free throw for five 
points.  Emma Kraemer, 
Myles Dalbey, Andre Cal-
houn, Carter Wilson and 
Brody Bishop each had a 
basket. 

The Colts were led by 
Sklyer Sweet with eight 
points.  Braylen Mill had 
six points and Pailynn 
Camp added a couple of 
baskets. 

 
EAGLES 24, LIONS 12

The Eagles took control 
of the third game from the 
tipoff and defeated the Li-
ons 24-12.

Parker Sivertson led the 
way for the Eagles with six 
points.  Savannah Haley, 
Logan Gerberding, Mason 
Barrett and Lane Tess-
man scored four points 
See JUNIOR LEAGUE, Page 10A

TIGERS TAKE THIRD IN NAL THANKSGIVING TOURNEY

Photo courtesy of Tom Lisella

Paris Tiger junior Jude Sullivan (25) goes up for a layup while Chrisman’s Landry Lorenzen (23) defends in the Tigers first 
game of the NAL tourney — and the season. Paris downed the Cardinals 61-40 to give first year Paris Coach Chase Brinkley 
his first win for his alma mater.

Paris figuring things out
BY DAN DUNDAS
& JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Tigers took third place 
in the North American Lighting  
Thanksgiving Tournament Friday, 
defeating the Hoopeston Cornjerkers 
53-29

The Tigers ended the with wins 
over county rival Chrisman and 
Hoopeston and falling to Parke Her-
itage and St. Thomas More. 

In third place game Friday, the Ti-
gers were able to pull away in the sec-
ond half going on a 17-4 run to open 
the third quarter. 

The game also allowed first year Ti-
ger Coach Brinkley to go to his bench 
and work on different lineup combi-
nations. 

“That was a tough game to be play-
ing for with third place,” Brinkley said 
following the Paris win. “I thought 
our effort was fine. Hoopeston wasn’t 
really pressuring us so we were able to 
get into our sets unlike other games.” 

The game slowly moved back and 
forth in the opening minutes until the 
Tigers opened up with four baskets in 
about a minute. 

Mason Hutchings scored on a 
three-pointer and a steal followed by a 
three-pointer from Jude Sullivan.

The Cornjerkers came back on a 
6-0 run awith the teams knotted at 12 
at the end of the first quarter.

For the rest of the game, the Hoope-
ston offense wase quiet. Despite some 
missed three pointers, more layups 
and three pointers from Hutchings 
helped build the Paris lead to 23-14 at 
the half. 

The Cornjerkers continued to 
struggle from the field in the second 
half as well as Paris built its lead. 

Logan Rhoads came up with back 
to back baskets in the post position, 
along with a three-pointer from Sulli-
van and two layups from Garrett King. 
That  pushed the Tiger lead to 40-18. 

Paris kept working on their offense 
in the fourth quarter, getting good ball 
movement in with their bench players 
in the game.  Logan Farnham and 
Kohlton Mills added baskets. 

“I liked our execution on offense, 
but I was a little bit disappointed 
some of our guys we put in late in the 
game where Hoopeston outscored us 
at the end,” Brinkley said. “They need 
to be able to show they deserve to be 
on the floor at all times to warrant that 
playing time.” 

Mason Hutchings earned all tour-
nament team for the Tigers. 

“He is a guy where if he is rebound-
ing early and moving the fast break, 
then he gets locked into the game and 
becomes a big weapon for us, and he 
did that a lot this tournament,” Brin-
ley noted. 

The Paris coach said the tourney 
was an opportunity for the players 
and coaches to see what needs work.

“We learned a lot being in this tour-
nament and our regular season sched-
ule starts ouy fairly strong,” Brinley 
concluded. “I thought we got had ex-
ecution overall and it may be new for 

See TIGERS, Page 10A

Photo courtesy of Tom Lisella

Paris Tiger Mason Hutchings drains a three-pointer over St. Thomas More play-
ers Wednesday. Paris fell 59-55. Hutchings was named to the NAL all-tourney 
team.
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They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent 
to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid 
with other o� ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & 
Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy 

or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.877.597.7536 | OmahaSteaks.com/cook50

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VZM

OPEN DAILYOPEN DAILY    11 A.M. – 9 P.M.11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

SpecialsSpecials

Steak or Chicken PhillySteak or Chicken Philly    
$5.50

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving Homemade 
Soups -

Chili and Vegetable Beef

Corn Dog, Fries & DrinkCorn Dog, Fries & Drink
$5.50

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Creative Memories

Friday Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m.Friday Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday Dec. 7 at 9 a.m.-4 p.m.Saturday Dec. 7 at 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Place: 7 Connelly Ct, Paris
Lunch & snacks provided on Saturday

Chris Pantle, Creative Memories Advisor

Christmas  Scrapbooking Christmas  Scrapbooking 
Open House and Free CropOpen House and Free Crop

RSVP for lunch at  217-251-1394 
or e-mail: pantle75@gmail.com
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FROM PAGE 9A

points.
Even though his team heads 

into Thanksgiving with a per-
fect 5-0 mark, Tingley still feels 
like there’s room for improve-
ment. 

“I still think we can tweak 
some things and get sharper in 
some areas. We didn’t really do 
anything special tonight, but 
did everything very well,” the 
Paris coach noted.

LADY TIGERS TAKE TITLE
On Saturday, Nov. 23, the 

Lady Tigers captured the North 
American Lighting Thanksgiv-
ing Tournament title, defeating 
Champaign Central 66-36. 

The victory over Central 
upped the Paris record to 4-0 
as they swept through the tour-
ney. 

Paris jumped out to a quick 
8-2 lead over Champaign Cen-

tral as Krabel scored five points. 
The Lady Tiger defense forced 
its opponent into poor shots, 
claiming a 14-5 lead after the 
first quarter as freshmanTrini-
ty Tingley hit a buzzer-beating 
three-point shot. 

Paris forced several turn-
overs through the second quar-
ter, managing to convert those 
turnovers into a 9-3 run. Isaf 
and Rigdon poured in shots 
from around the perimeter, 
helping to build a 41-20 half-
time lead over Central. In the 
first half of play, the duo scored 
12 and 14 points respectively. 

“I think we are a really 
hard-working team and ev-
eryone is pushing each other 
to get better,” Isaf said, who is 
returning to the hardwood af-
ter a season-ending injury last 
season. “It is so good to be back 
on the court and with such a 
fun team.” 

Champaign Central was 
unable to halt the Lady Tigers 

trimmed the margin slightly, 
heading into halftime down 
38-30. 

Tri-County managed to 
clamp down defensively in 
the third quarter, allowing 
just ten points from the Ti-
gers while putting up 18 of its 
own. The period ended with 
both teams knotted at 48-48.  

Tri-County worked back 
into the paint as Jack Arm-
strong scored nine points 
and McClain scored five 
points.  The Tigers scored 14 
points in the fourth quarter, 
allowing allowed the Titans 
to escape with the six-point 
win.  

“I know that they were very 
nervous and everything get-
ting started,” Furgeson said 
after the game. 

“They were excited and 
ready to go, but still nervous.” 

The Titans finished the 
night 24-66 from the field 
and 14-21 from the charity 
stripe. Mitch Pollock led all 
scorers with 23 points includ-

ing 6-8 from the free throw 
line. Cole McClain added 15 
points on 6-16 shooting. Jack 
Armstrong had 11 points on 
4-7 shooting. CJ Eakle scored 
eight points.  

The eagerness to hit shots 
was something that Furgeson 
noticed very quickly, espe-
cially in the first half. 

“They were just getting in 
too big of a hurry,” Furgeson 
said. “Instead of just being pa-
tient and running our offense 
waiting to get a good look, 
they were just making one or 
two passes and shooting the 
ball instead of working it and 
making the defense work.”

Furgeson added that the 
persistence and fight the team 
brought in the final three 
quarters is something that 
will give them confidence go-
ing forward.

“I told them if we get 
punched in the mouth, it 
is how we are going to re-
spond. We can’t lay down and 
die.  We just got to respond 
and take one possession at a 
time and that is what we did,” 
the Titan coach concluded.

TCT
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each.  Ethan Brown fin-
ished the contest with one 
basket.

Jarrel Hallorn led the Li-
ons with six points. Drew 
Kirby scored four points 
and Paedyn Keys added 
two points. 

BEARS 19, TIGERS 16 
The Bears managed to 

take a close 19-16 win from 
the Tigers. At the end of the 
first quarter the Bears held 
an 8-5 lead before falling be-
hind 14-8 at halftime.  The 
Bears reclaimed the lead 
16-14 heading into the final 
quarter. The Bears went on 
to add three points in the 
fourth quarter while the Ti-
gers only added two points. 

Ending the evening with 
eight points was Bears play-
er Gabriel Roush.  Parker 
Sanders had a couple of 
baskets and a free throw for 
five points,  Conner Little 
had four points and Charlie 
Ford had a basket.

Levi Bartley led the Ti-
gers with four points. Keara 
Butler had a basket and a 
free throw. Garret Rigdon, 
Macy Bicknell, Brayden 
Rogers and Will Dudley 
scored two points each. 

express in the third quarter 
as Paris raced away with a 
12-1 run to open the sec-
ond half. Young added a 
three-point shot to the Par-
is effort as the Lady Tigers 
breezed to an impressive 
61-31 lead at the end of 
three quarters. 

The fourth quarter 
slowed down significantly 
for both teams as they each 
scored five points. 

The win captured the 
NAL championship title 
for Paris, who had fallen 
just short of it a year ago 
when the Lady Tigers fell 
to Charleston. 

Krabel scored a team 
high 18 points on 7-14 
shooting. Rigdon added 
14 points, going 3-3 from 
behind the three-point 
line. Isaf netted 14 points 
on 6-11 shooting. Tingley 
scored nine points hitting 3 
of 8 shooting. 

“I thought that we played 
well as a team and came out 
and fought hard,” Gates 
said. 

A much-deserved break 
the Lady Tigers return to 
the hardwood on Thurs-
day, December 5, travel-
ing to Newton for a Little 
Illini Conference game. 
Paris returns home to host 
Marshall, Olney and Ca-
sey-Westfield the following 
week.

TIGERS
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some of our guys, but we 
have to be better at putting 
people away.” 

ST. THOMAS MORE 59, PARIS 55
Despite holding a strong 

lead into the fourth quar-
ter, the Paris Tiger basket-
ball team fell to a tough 
St. Thomas More 59-55 
Wednesday night in pool 
play in the NAL Thanksgiv-
ing Tournament. 

Paris guards Jude Sulli-
van, Garrett King and Mason 
Hutchings played the major-
ity game, with forwards Lo-
gan Rhoads and JR Brinker-
hoff playing big minutes as 
well. 

Paris Coach Chase Brin-
kley put it on himself after 
the loss. 

“I liked the five guys we 
had out there for most of the 
game, and I didn’t do a good 
enough job subbing guys for 
a short time,” Brinkley said. 
“I told them we will fix that, 
and they can trust for me to 
make that happen.” 

The core players perfor-
mance helped the Tigers gain 
a double-digit lead, forcing 
the Sabers to press and make 
free throws to catch up.

Hutchings had a strong 
game for the Tigers as he 
drew fouls, pushed the pull 
up and down the court and 
drained three pointers, lead-
ing to his 22 points. 

The 6-0 junior guard be-
came a focal point for the 
St. Thomas More defense in 
the second half — but Tiger 
defensive effort was up to 
the task to keep the game 
close. 

“Without a doubt their 
guards were fast and they are 
an athletic team, but we felt 
they underestimated us in 
the warmups,” Brinkley said. 
“I told our guys to let it fly, 
but once St. Thomas More 
put their foot down in the 
fourth, it made it tough for 
us.” 

Paris was down 9-2 half-
way through the first, but the 
Sabers found themselves in 
foul trouble with two starters 
relegated to the bench. Paris 
took advantage with some 
Logan Rhoads baskets.

Sophomore guard Lo-
gan Farnham buried a 
three-pointer to give the Ti-
gers a 14-13 Paris after one 
quarter of play.

The fouls kept coming, as 
did some loose balls and de-
flections near the sidelines 
that went the Tigers’ way.

Paris went on a 7-0 run af-
ter being tied at 22, as Hutch-
ings led the offensive charge. 
He nailed a three pointer, a 
fast break layup and two free 
throws before adding a block 
on a fast break. 

Photo courtesy of Tom Lisella

Tiger senior Jared Bowers puts up a layup in Wednesday’s ]NAL 
tourney game against St. Thomas More. 

Paris did not back down 
in the third, even after the 
Sabers came out with a half 
court man defense.

The Tigers knocked down 
two three-pointers in that 
time span, tying the score at 
35. 

Paris got threes from 
Hutchings and King and the 
Sabers struggled on offense 
through the final minutes 
of the third quarter splitting 
four sets of free throws and 
allowing the Tigers to go up 
12 points heading into the fi-
nal eight minutes of play. 

Up 49-37, Paris struggled 
to score in the fourth quar-
ter.

St. Thomas More used a 
full court press on the guard 
combination of Sullivan, 
King and Hutchings. 

The Sabres slowly made 
their way back into the 
game with free throws as 
the primary source of scor-
ing, shooting 10 of 13 from 
the line as the Tiger offense 
struggled. 

Down 57-54, Logan 
Rhoads missed two layups 
under 30 seconds, forcing 
Paris to foul. 

The Sabers were able to 
sink free throws to finish the 
game with a 59-55 win. 

PARIS 61, CHRISMAN 40
Brinkley picked up his 

first win as the Paris coach 
in the opening round of the 
tourney as the Tigers  defeat-
ed Chrisman 61-40 in Brin-
kley’s debut. 

The Tigers played a more 
deliberate style of basketball 
on the night and it showed 
with only ten turnovers. 

“We wanted to have a 
lot of patience on offense 
and really look for a good 
shot,” he explained. “Limit-
ing turnovers right now at 
this stage is one of our main 
goals.”

The 2019 team dressed 10 
players on the evening, as 
players were rotated through 
with multiple substitutions 
at once, especially in the 
front court area, where Brin-
kley had plenty to choose 

from.  
“I felt like for his first real 

varsity action, Jared Bow-
ers did a really good job. 
JR Brinkerhoff was able to 
come off the bench give us 
some solid minutes as well 
in the second half,”  Brinkley 
said, noting. “Having Nathan 
Zorn and Coy Landrum 
helps keep the intensity 
up and gives our guards a 
break.”

Chrisman opened the 
scoring with a three pointer 
that was quickly matched by 
Mason Hutchings. Hutch-
ings picked up two quick 
fouls and had to sit for the 
rest of the quarter. 

After a Garrett King three 
pointer and a Jude Sullivan 
basket, Paris used long pos-
sessions to keep the Cardi-
nals at bay. A Nathan Zorn 
three pointer left it 15-7 
heading into the second 
quarter. 

Chrisman charged back 
to cut the lead to 20-16 be-
hind several drives and three 
pointers. Paris went on a 9-0 
run and used defensive pres-
sure to enter halftime up 11 
points.

The third quarter be-
longed to sophomore for-
ward Conor Breneman, who 
knocked down a three point-
er followed by three layups, 
which eventually forced a 
Chrisman timeout with the 
Tigers up 48-28.

The game played out even-
ly on the scoreboard the rest 
of the way. Logan Rhoads 
made some solid scoring 
contributions as most of the 
Tigers received playing time 
throughout.

Despite the win, Brinkley 
knows that there are things 
to work on with such a long 
season ahead. 

“I was happy with our first 
game and how our guys ex-
ecuted,” Brinkley said. “We 
need to clean up some things 
up.” 

The leading scorers for 
Paris were Jude Sullivan with 
13 points, Garrett King with 
11 points and Conor Brene-
man with 10 points.

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2019  |  11ASPORTS

LIVE ON DEMAND

 

CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

 

IVS Support Holdings LLC

    

855-630-3734
www.satellitedealnow.com/prairie

   

Smallfoot
on DIRECTV CINEMA®

*$19.95 ACTIVATION FEE, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN 
& ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. All Included pkg & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount for 12 mos. Pay $40/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE: Ends 8/17/19. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd Year Pricing: $35 for �rst 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then-prevailing rate applies (currently $81/mo. for SELECT All Included) 
unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/Mo. Discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First-time credit will include all credits earned since 
meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro 
installation. Exclusions: Price excludes Regional Sports fee of up to $8.49/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher pkgs), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. 
$99 one-time fee & $7/mo. fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. O�ers may 
not be combined with other promotional o�ers on the same services and may be modi�ed or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o�ers. Smallfoot: ©2018 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. ©2019 AT&T Intellectual Property. All 
Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

 

IF YOU REALLY WANT TO WATCH TV,
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INCLUDES:
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PLUS:
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Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with

on iHome® Two Port Car OR 
Wall charger When you buy 

any charging cable

SAVESAVE
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Retail Retail MeatMeat  

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Boneless Beef Roast
Sirlion Tip Roast

$4.99/lb

CRESTWOOD 7TH GRADERS WIN REGIONAL

Special to The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles basketball team remained undefeated taking the IESA Class 2A 
regional championship downing Tuscola East Prairie 29-18 Wednesday on their home floor. The 
Lady Eagles, coached by Missy Tingley, will face Champaign St. Matthew at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
at Crestwood. A win by Crestwood would earn them a trip to the IESA Class 2A state finals, hosted 
by Paris Mayo at Paris High School beginning Saturday, Dec. 7.

IESA state tourney returns
Mayo hosting top 8
Class 2A girls teams 
beginning Saturday

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mayo Middle School will 
once again play host to the 
top eight IESA Class 2A girls 
basketball teams as it hosts 
the Class 2A state tourney 
beginning Saturday at Paris 
High School.

Mayo Middle School ath-
letic director Mick Roberts, 
who is the tournament direc-
tor, said the school is honored 
to host the tourney. for the 

fourth consecutive year.
“It’s an opportunity for us 

to showcase our high school 
and our school district,” Rob-
erts said. ‘It’s a lot of work, but 
we think it’s worth it.”

Class 2A defending state 
champion is Mendon Unity, 
which defeated Havana 25-
15. Mendon Unity will not be 
defending their seventh grade 
championship as they did not 
advance out of their regional.

Roberts noted the Crest-
wood Lady Eagles have a 
real shot at returning to the 
state tourney in their home 
town after winning both the 
2017 seventh grade tourney 

finishing a perfect 24-0. The 
Lady Eagles took third place 
in 2016.

Brimfield, which finished 
fourth in 2018, is in the sec-
tional final. Bloomington 
Corpus Christie who lost in 
the first round of the tourney 
last year is also in a sectional 
final.

Volunteers — both student 
and adults — are vital to the 
success of the tourney, Rob-
erts noted.

“We would like to invite 
everyone to come out and see 
the girls play,” he said.

The first game is at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, he said.

Oakwood title in reach

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKWOOD — After 
getting off to a 2-0 start 
on Saturday in the Mc-
Donald’s Comet Classic in 
Oakwood, the Tri-County 
Titans girls’ hoops squad 
finished off Pool A play on 
Tuesday night, beating Ju-
dah Christian 64-38. 

The Tribe, who was win-
less in pool play heading 
into the contest, fought 
out to a 15-15 tie after the 
first quarter of regulation. 
However, Tri-County 
righted the ship, outscor-
ing Judah 24-9 in the sec-
ond quarter to take a 39-24 
lead into the locker room. 

That frame proved to be 
the spark the Titans need-
ed, outscoring the Tribe 
25-14 in the second half to 
pull away for a 64-38 win 
to secure its spot in the ti-
tle game. 

Freshman Thaylee Bar-
ry took center stage lead-
ing the way with 17 points 
while Bella Dudley had 13 
points, six steals, and five 
assists.  Cailynne Phillips 
finished with 10 points 
and five rebounds and 
Lillie Cox had nine points 
and five rebounds. Kaylin 
Williams added six steals 
in the win.

TCT 67, WESTVILLE 20
Before that, the Lady 

Titans took on Westville 
in its second game of the 
tournament. Tri-County 
opened the game strong, 
jumping out to a 27-11 
lead after the first quarter. 
Westville had no answer 

TCT girls unbeaten 
in annual tourney

for Tri-County, falling behind 
51-13 at halftime. Tri-County 
won the contest 67-20. Bella 
Dudley led all scorers with 
26 points while the duo of 
Caroline Smith and Kaylin 
Williams added seven points 
each.

TCT 60, HOOPESTON 46
In its opening contest of the 

Comet Classic, Tri-County 
faced Hoopeston Area, winning 
a hard-fought game 60-46. 

Despite winning by dou-
ble-digits, Tri-County strug-
gled initially, falling behind 
23-18 after the first quarter. 

The Lady Titans managed 
to take a 37-31 halftime lead 
before extending that to 52-
43 heading into the fourth 
quarter. 

A strong defensive perfor-
mance in the final period held 
Hoopeston Area to just three 
points, winning the contest 
60-46. 

Bella Dudley led all scor-
ers with 21 points and seven 
steals. Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with a double-double, scoring 
14 points and grabbing 12 
rebounds. Freshman Kaylin 
Williams had 10 points in the 
win. 

LADY TIGER TENNIS PLAYERS HONORED

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris High School Lady Tiger tennis team held its end of season banquet and awards night 
recently at the school. Coach Stefan Aydt presented several awards to the five players who were the 
core of the Lady Tiger team during the season. Pictured, from left, are Jenna Gates, Points Winner 
and Leadership;, Emma Campbell, Leadership;  Kaitlyn Mathews, MVP and Leadership; Sarah Isaf,  
Leadership and Kendall Mathews, Most Improved. 
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If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Number 9 Kentucky 
downs UAB 69-58

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) 
— EJ Montgomery and Nick 
Richards protected and at-
tacked the rim as expected.

The upside for No. 9 Ken-
tucky was how confidently 
the big men also shot jump-
ers, thanks in part to oppor-
tunities created by Ashton 
Hagans.

Richards and Montgomery 
each scored 16 points and 
combined for 17 rebounds, 
helping the Wildcats beat 
UAB 69-58 on Friday night.

The 6-foot-11 junior Rich-
ards made all seven shots from 
the field with several slams — 
including the game’s opening 
basket that got the Wildcats 
(6-1) going — along with a 
couple of jumpers. Starting for 
the first time since the opener 
against top-ranked Michigan 
State, the 6-10 sophomore 
Montgomery posted a career 
high, going 7 of 13 from the 
field and giving Kentucky a 
strong post presence in its first 
game without injured starter 
Nate Sestina.

With Sestina out approx-
imately four weeks after 
hurting a wrist on Tuesday, 
Kentucky will more require 
a lot more minutes and pro-
duction from its frontcourt. 
Montgomery came back 
strong after missing three 

games earlier this month with 
a high ankle sprain.

“It’s been good, I’ve been 
working on it,” Montgomery 
said of his jumper. “It wasn’t 
going down at first, but I’m 
not going to stop shooting. 
I’m going to continue to shoot 
and get better every day.”

The Wildcats only trailed 
early in the game and steadi-
ly extended the lead. Rich-
ards had nine rebounds and 
Montgomery had eight with 
a block.

They played a lot together, 
but coach John Calipari also 
had them in different rota-
tions with smaller lineups. Ei-
ther way, they gave Kentucky 
the post depth it will need in 
the short and long term.

“It’s tough when you’ve got 
eight guys,” the coach said. 
“But if you’re one of the eight, 
you’re happy. And we’ll have 
to keep this going until we get 
Nate back.”

Immanuel Quickley and 
Ashton Hagans each added 
nine points as Kentucky shot 
47% and controlled the glass 
39-26 for its fourth consecu-
tive win since being upset by 
Evansville on Nov. 12 when 
ranked No. 1. Hagans’ 12 as-
sists tied a career high and 
he committed just two turn-
overs.
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Illini hope to tame Wildcats
Illinois hopes a big win today at home against state rival Northwestern will help them land better bowl spot

BY TERRY TOWERY
Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN (AP) — 
Illinois has already clinched 
eligibility for a bowl and a 
win over Northwestern to-
day could help the Fighting 
Illini land a more prestigious 
postseason destination.

Trouble is, the Illini aren’t 
sure if Brandon Peters will 
start at quarterback.

Ahead of the Thanksgiving 
holiday, Illinois Coach Lovie 
Smith would only say: “We’ll 
see how it goes as we go along 
throughout the week.”

Peters left last week’s loss 
at Iowa in the fourth quarter 
after taking a hit in the face 
and looked woozy leaving 
the field. Peters is ranked 
fifth in the Big Ten with 17 
touchdown passes and has 
a touchdown pass in all but 
one game he’s finished (the 
24-6 win at Purdue) this sea-
son.

Northwestern (2-9, 0-8 
Big Ten) clinched its worst 
record in Coach Pat Fitzger-
ald’s 14 seasons with a 38-22 
loss to Minnesota. 

The best the Wildcats can 
hope for is to finish 3-9 for 
the first time since 2002 un-
der the late Randy Walker.

Northwestern is in danger 
of going winless in confer-

ence play for the first time 
since the 1998 team dropped 
all eight conference games in 
Gary Barnett’s final season. 
The Wildcats haven’t fin-
ished with fewer than three 
victories overall since 1993, 
when they went 2-9.

“I have 100 percent confi-
dence we’ll be right back to 
competing for Big Ten West 
championships,” Fitzgerald 
said, echoing comments he’s 
made in recent weeks. “With-
out a doubt in my mind.”

WHO’S AT QB
If Peters is unable to go for 

Illinois (6-5, 4-4), sopho-
more Matt Robinson would 
likely get the call on Satur-
day and true freshman Isaiah 
Williams is also available.

“If that’s the case where 
any of our backups have to 
go, but at the quarterback 
position, Matt has played,” 
Smith said Monday. “I mean, 
we were down by 28 points 
to a good team, a top-10 
team (Michigan), and Matt 
brought us back almost to 
upset them.”

Illinois offensive coordi-
nator Rod Smith said he’s 
comfortable no matter who 
is behind center.

“Should he have to go, I’d 
be comfortable with Matt 

Robinson,” Rod Smith said. 
“The critical part of that with 
Matt and Isaiah is how you 
learn from your mistakes. 
Hopefully, Matt has learned 
from his mistakes.”

LONG ODDS
Illinois is favored by 21 

points, but Lovie Smith 
shrugged that off.

“Any team coached by Pat 

Fitzgerald, you know how 
they’re going to play — 60 
minutes, clean football all 
the way,” Smith said. “But 
we’re going to be doing the 
same thing, so we’re excited 
about that. “

WILDCATS’ QB SWITCH
Andrew Marty will get a 

chance to make his first ca-
reer start for the Wildcats 

after replacing Hunter John-
son during last week’s game.

The sophomore came on 
in the second quarter af-
ter Johnson was 0 for 2 and 
sacked three times. Marty 
led three touchdown drives, 
running for two scores and 
completing 8 of 10 passes for 
95 yards and a touchdown.

“We’re all proud of him,” 
Fitzgerald said. “Now, you’ve 

got another week. Go take 
advantage of it. Have a great 
offseason. Feel free to earn 
the job in spring ball, right?”

Marty broke camp as 
the fourth quarterback and 
played sparingly behind 
Aidan Smith and Johnson 
after TJ Green suffered a 
season-ending foot injury 
in the opener against Stan-
ford. He hadn’t performed 
well consistently enough in 
practice, but will get another 
chance after a strong show-
ing against Minnesota.

“I just made a couple bad 
mistakes in practice, didn’t 
get confidence in coaches 
and I didn’t really have confi-
dence in myself,” Marty said. 
“But when it comes game 
time, I think you’ve just got 
to switch your mentality. 
And that’s what I did.”

TROPHY TIME
The two schools are bat-

tling for the Land of Lincoln 
Trophy. Northwestern has a 
four-game winning streak in 
the series that dates to 1892, 
but the Illini have turned 
things around this year and 
are seeking their seventh win 
in a season for the first time 
since 2011  — and first time 
in the regular season since 
2007.

Special to The Prairie Press

Illinois quarterback Brandon Peters (18) is helped off the field after getting injured during the 
second half of an NCAA college football game against Iowa, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019, in Iowa City, 
Iowa. Iowa won 19-10.

LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) 
— It’s been rare in this Chicago 
Bears season when the play of 
quarterback Mitchell Trubisky 
has drawn universal praise.

After Thursday’s 24-20 
comeback win over the Detroit 
Lions, Trubisky was in the un-
accustomed position of ignor-
ing his success while looking 
ahead.

“We put ourselves in a posi-
tion to have another big game 
next week,” Trubisky said.

Considering his role Chi-

cago’s 3-5 start, Trubisky’s im-
provement has been dramatic 
as the Bears (6-6) have won 
three of their last four. He is 94 
of 145 for 979 yards with eight 
TDs and four interceptions 
and a 91.1 passer rating in the 
last four.

Trubisky did benefit from 
some lesser competition — all 
three wins came against last-
place teams, including two 
over Detroit. Trubisky has 
beaten the Lions three straight 
times.

“Regardless of who our 
opponent is, and sometimes 
players play better versus some 
opponents, I said it last night, 
it’s been three games, really 
four games now that Mitch 
has really stacked some strong 
games together with decision 
making,” Coach Matt Nagy 
said Friday.

The real test will come for 
Trubisky as the Bears close 
the schedule with four games 
against teams in playoff po-
sition, starting with Dallas 

Thursday at Soldier Field.
“We know what’s ahead of us 

but we can only control what 
goes on Thursday night,” Nagy 
said. “And we understand, too, 
that Dallas is in a very similar 
situation. And so you know 
both of us being 6-6, having an 
opportunity to play at home is 
going to be fun.”

WHAT’S WORKING
The passing attack has im-

proved in the last three games, 
and particularly in the second 

half Thursday. Trubisky went 
29 of 38 for a season-high 338 
yards against Detroit. The 
Bears finished with 8.5 yards 
per pass attempt, a huge im-
provement over the 5 to 6.5 
yards a game they’d been reg-
istering.

WHAT NEEDS HELP
The Bears need to get better 

at avoiding silly penalties. They 
had 10 for 89 yards and seemed 
in disarray several times Thurs-
day, with too few players on the 

field once and another time 
with an illegal formation on a 
fourth-down gamble. Roquan 
Smith and Leonard Floyd both 
drew critical penalties for un-
necessary roughness.

STOCK UP
Wide receiver Anthony 

Miller has rebounded from a 
slow start to his second season 
after he missed offseason work 
because of shoulder surgery 
and most of the preseason with 
an ankle injury. 

Trubinsky, passing game hit high point for Bears
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PARIS HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING “TUCK EVERLASTING”

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The popular Natalie Babbitt book, “Tuck Everlasting” will come to life on the stage of the Paris Center of Fine Arts Friday, 
Dec. 6 through Sunday, Dec. 8, presented by Paris High School Drama. Two casts will perform during weekend. Cast members 
include seated, from left, Chase Hays and Cole Myers, Jesse Tuck; and Christiana Marlow and Jordyn David, Mother. Standing 
from left, are Nathan York and Riley Griffith, Miles Tuck; and Terry Slayden and Raymond Lim, Angus Tuck.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A beloved children’s book will come 
alive on the stage of the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts Dec. 6-8 when Paris High 
School Drama presents the musical, 
“Tuck Everlasting.”

Two casts will perform during the 
four shows presented at 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 2 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. Tickets are on sale in advance 
at www.pcofa.net or at the Prospect 
Bank.

“Tuck Everlasting” features a book 
by Tony Award nominee Claudia Shear 
and Tim Federle and is based on Na-
talie Babbitt's best-selling 1975 novel of 
the same name. Music is by Chris Mill-
er, lyrics are by Nathan Tysen.

Paris High School Drama director 
Tanner Laughlin said drama students 
suggested the musical to him. He not-
ed many of the students had read the 
book as part of the Accelerated Reader 
program at their schools. “We took a 
look at it and listened to the music and 
agreed it is a great choice,” Laughlin 
said.

The decision to double cast the pro-
duction was an easy one, Laughlin said, 
noting the cast is composed of 10 char-
acters, plus an ensemble cast. “We have 
so many talented students we wanted 
to give all of them an opportunity to 
shine,” Laughlin explained. 

The double casting is a first for 
Laughlin and assistant director Agnes 
Wright, who are working their 10th 
show together. Cast one will perform at 
7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, and 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 7 while cast two will perform 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 8.

The cast includes several students 
who will be making their debut on the 
PCOFA stage. “We couldn’t be happier 
with both casts who are bringing this 
musical to life,” he said.

“Tuck Everlasting” tells the story of a 
family who drink water from a magical 
spring and become immortal. When 

they encounter a young girl, Winnie 
Foster, who lives in their rural New En-
gland town, she becomes friends with 
one of the sons, who soon offers her the 
secret to everlasting life. Winnie must 
then decide if she wants to join her new 
friends in immortality, or if she will live 
out her normal life. 

“Tuck Everlasting” premiered in 
Atlanta, Ga,, in 2015 and opened on 
Broadway in 2016. Despite closing af-
ter only 39 performances, it received 
positive reviews, especially praising the 
dazzling ballet” in the second act. Crit-
ics described the musical as a timeless 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Paris High School Drama will present “Tuck Everlasting,” a popular book by Natalie 
Babbit and now a delightful musical for the whole family Friday, Dec. 6 through 
Sunday, Dec. 8 at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Two casts will perform during the 
weekend run of the show. Pictured seated from right, are Shayleigh Cline and 
Olivia Theirl, who play Winnie; Standing from left, Max Moody, Man in the Yellow 
Suit; Abby Andrews and Mady Dubey, Nana; and Kadie Henry and Katrina Strow, 
Mother; and Treston Jones, Man in the Yellow Suit. Tickets are available in advance 
at pcofa.net or at the Prospect Bank. 

Everlasting story premiers

See PHS DRAMA, Page 2B

The holiday season is filled 
with family, food, football 
and movie releases. In three 
weeks, on Dec. 20, Disney and 
Lucasfilm release “The Rise 
of Skywalker.” The newest 
installment in the Star Wars 
franchise is supposed to end 
the ancient conflict between 
the Jedi and the Sith and the 
power of  the Dark Side of the 
Force. The Star War series be-
gan in 1977, which coincides 
with early observations of a 
Dark Mystery in science.

 After Einstein’s General 
Relativity in the early 1900s, 
it seemed science could 
describe everything using four 
fundamental forces of gravity, 
electromagnetic, strong nu-
clear and weak nuclear forces. 
This thinking held strong for 
75 years. 

Matter is made of subatom-
ic particles like protons and 
neutrons, which can be further 
broken into hadrons. Hadrons 
interact with the strong nucle-
ar force and bind into protons 
and neutrons. Leptons are not 
affected by the strong nuclear 
force. They form electrons 

and neutrinos. It is import-
ant to note here that some 
matter doesn’t interact with 
all fundamental forces. This is 
a key observation in the Dark 
Energy mystery. 

In 1929, Edwin Hubble 
published his finding that all 
distant galaxies are moving 
away from us and from each 
other. This can only happen 
if the universe is expanding. 
Based on this, a Belgium 
priest and astronomer named 
Georges Lemaitre in 1933 
proposed the Big Bang origin 
of the Universe. It fit the 
observations. 

If it’s expanding and cool-
ing now it must have been 
smaller and hotter in the past. 
Extrapolating backward he 
envisioned a singularity with 
everything at one point that 
somehow exploded in an 
event beyond description he 
called the Big Bang. 

The next challenge was to 
measure all the mass in the 
universe and calculate the 
total gravitation. Cosmologists 
knew gravity pulls back and 
saw three potential outcomes. 

If there was enough mass to 
generate enough gravity, it 
would eventually stop the ex-

pansion and 
everything 
would begin 
to collapse 
back. The 
second pos-
sibility was 
too little mass 
to produce 
enough grav-
ity to stop the 
expansion, 
only slow it. 

The least likely outcome was 
a steady state reached when 
gravity balanced expansion, 
but this was highly improb-
able.

 Turns out, there is a fourth 
possibility no one foresaw. 
NASA launched the Hubble 
space telescope in 1990 to 
collect data on the universe. 
When aimed toward the most 
distant parts of the universe 
to photograph galaxies that 
formed soon after the Big 
Bang, they saw something 
completely unexpected. It 
was more unbelievable than 

Hubble discovering the uni-
verse is expanding. It’s not just 
expanding but it’s accelerating 
apart ever faster. This is totally 
contrary to gravitational attrac-
tion.

Data indicates the universe 
is 15 billion years old and 
started as a singularity that ex-
ploded. The new observations 
show the universe slowed ex-
pansion for the first 7.5 billion 
years and then began speeding 
up expansion. During the last 
7.5 billion years the universe 
has been ballooning apart ever 
faster. 

The other aha insight was 
when the gravity force is mea-
sured everywhere its orders 
of magnitude is bigger than 
normal mass could generate. 
There is too much gravity so 
some kind of missing mass we 
can’t see is causing it. Some-
thing unseen is distorting the 
space-time continuum. 

We observe the gravity 
effects but can see nothing. 
When faced with a force 
beyond explanation scientists 
give it a tongue-in-cheek name 
like Big Bang or Dark Matter. 

This invisible Dark Matter 
needed a connected Dark 
Energy to form from.

The greatest minds of our 
generation are working to 
understand it but so far only 
have theories. Just this month 
a group working at the Large 
Hadron Collider published 
experimental evidence of X87, 
a mystery particle that may in 
fact be Dark Energy.

The Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) is the world’s largest 
atom smasher where physicists 
annihilate matter to release the 
most fundamental particles of 
nature. Remember hadrons? 
They’re the building blocks of 
protons and neutrons held to-
gether by bosons. Bosons are 
fundamental energy particles 
binding matter together. We’ll 
get back to the experiment, 
but need some background on 
Dark Matter and Energy.

Using the rate of rotation 
in galaxies and force needed 
to hold the stars and nebulae 
together it is calculated the 
universe is composed of 68 
percent Dark Energy and 27 
percent Dark Matter which 

means all the stars, planets, 
nebulae, and even black holes 
as normal matter/energy only 
constitute 5 percent of the 
universe.

If Dark Energy was not 
everywhere, galaxies like our 
Milky Way would rotate slow-
er and not be bound on the 
scale that exists. Dark Matter 
and Energy are everywhere. 

Space is not made of 
nothing but it is a membrane 
of Dark stuff. The expanding 
universe is not stretching the 
fabric of space ever thinner as 
it expands because new Dark 
Energy continually forms, cre-
ating new space. The density of 
Dark material stays constant as 
more continually comes into 
existence. Normal matter is 
becoming a smaller percentage 
all the time. 

Dark Matter creates gravity 
and distorts space but has no 
interaction with electromag-
netic (EM) forces. The EM 
spectrum is light but since 
light passes through with no 
distortion Dark Matter is 
completely invisible. The even 

Science offers a peek into the Dark Side

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Baseball has long been 
nicknamed America’s 
greatest pastime. I reckon 

it still is, 
though its 
popularity 
has been 
steadily 
decreasing 
in small 
towns.  

I was 
born in 
1943 
when 
every town 

and village sported either 
a baseball or softball team. 
My home team, Fairfield, 
featured a baseball team 
that played on  Wednesday 
nights and Sunday after-
noons. 

The city park had a 
softball field, with lights, 
that played two games per 
night five nights each week 
during the summer. I recall 
16 teams, eight in the city 
league and another eight 
in the church league. For 
three years, there was even 
a teenage league with four 
teams.  

Fairfield wasn’t unique. 
People from towns, villages 
and communities across 
America played vigorously.

I often drive past some 
of the baseball fields where 
I once played back in the 
’50s or ’60s. Some are gone 
from sight. Others are in 
decay. Still others are active 
today. I often chuckle when 
I think of some that were 
unusual.

One that’s still used for 
games is in Mt. Carmel. 
Left field is situated on 
a hill. Atop the hill sets a 
number of tombstones in a 
cemetery. That’s where the 
left fielder plays – among 
the graves on a steep slope.  

Mt. Carmel High used 
to play there. So did a 
left-handed kid named Don 
Liddle from Mt. Carmel. 
Liddle is remembered as 
the relief pitcher brought 
into the game to pitch to 
Vic Wertz of the Cleveland 
Indians in the 1954 World 
Series.  

The game was played 
at the Polo Grounds, the 
home field of the New York 
Giants.  Wertz hit a long 
drive fly that would have 
been a home run in any 
other stadium, but the Polo 
Grounds had a long center 
field. Willie Mays turned 
his back to the infield 
and scampered to make 
perhaps the greatest catch 
ever made. Manager Leo 
Durocher then brought in a 
right-hander.  

Liddle is quoted as 
saying, “Well, I got my man. 
You get yours.”  

Liddle ran a Shell gas 
station in Mt. Carmel for 
several years and played 
baseball at Cemetery Hill 
as an older player. I think 

Baseball 
memories  

See CODGER, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Public Library 
added the following titles 
to the collection during No-
vember.

FICTION
Robert B. Parker’s Angel 

Eyes – Ace Atkins
A Minute to Midnight – 

David Baldacci
The Only Woman in the 

Room – Marie Benedict
Blue Moon – Lee Child 
Kiss the Girls and Make 

Them Cry (+ large print) – 
Mary Higgins Clark

Aiming for Love – Mary 
Connealy

A Catered New Year’s Eve 
– Isis Crawford

Final Option (large print) 
– Clive Cussler

How the Dukes Stole 
Christmas – Tessa Dare & 
others

The Deserter (large 
print)  – Nelson DeMille

Courage Rising – Ginny 
Dye

Twisted Twenty-Six – 
Janet Evanovich

The Old Success – Mar-
tha Grimes

A Jensen Family Christ-
mas (large print) – William 
W. Johnstone

The Accomplice – Joseph 
Kanon

Christmas Shopaholic 
(large print) – Sophie Kin-
sella

Apple Cider Slaying – Ju-
lie Anne Lindsey

To the Land of Long Lost 
Friends (large print) – Alex-
ander McCall Smith

The Christmas Keeper – 
Jenn McKinlay

The Starless Sea – Erin 
Morgenstern

Criss Cross – James Pat-
terson

The Rise of Magicks – 
Nora Roberts

Between Earth and Sky – 
Amanda Skenandore

Spy – Danielle Steel
Kopp Sisters on the 

March – Amy Stewart
Stealth (large print)  – 

Stuart Woods 
After Kilimanjaro – Gayle 

Woodson

NONFICTION
The Body: a Guide for 

Occupants – Bill Bryson
She Came to Slay – Erica 

Armstrong Dunbar
Sam Houston & the 

Alamo Avengers – Brian 
Kilmead

DASH for Weight Loss – 
Jennifer Koslo

Reality Ahead of Sched-
ule – Joel Levy 

Mobituaries: Great Lives 
Worth Reliving – Mo Rocca

Six Ingredients with Six 
Sisters’ Stuff

New at 
the Paris 
Public 
Library in 
November

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B
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Christmas Brownies Bliss - 36 pieces!
36 Individually wrapped, Bite-Size Belgian Chocolate Brownies in 6 Mouthwatering Flavors

Only $39.95 (reg. 54.95) + FREE SHIPPING!
 Visit brownies.com/m97182

or Call 844.657.8836 to order item CR436CH

Order by Dec 19th to ensure delivery by Christmas. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Free shipping to valid US addresses. Expires 12/31/19.

Ord
er N

ow,

Ship Later!

Reg $54.95
NOW ONLY  

$39.95
+ FREE SHIPPING!

Save Over 25%

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials
Wed 12/04 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 12/05:
Spaghetti w/
meatsauce,

7-layer salad,
garlic toast

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
AlwaysAlways

Homemade!Homemade!

Fri 12/06:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Pulled pork 
sandwich, baked 
beans coleslaw or 

garden salad

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

217-251-1010
ryan@jacksoncars.com

It’s     
 Worth 
 The 
Drive

CALL
Ryan 

today about 
our $100 

REFERRAL 
PROGRAM!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411 • www.jacksoncars.com

Come see us today!

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable
accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585. Early requests are encouraged
to allow sufficient time for meeting your access needs.

Live Webinar

GARDENING
FOR BIRDS

210 W. Washington Street, Paris

December 3

1:30 p.m.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

 The Nov. 25 blood draw 
in Paris collected 54 units, 
and first-time donors were 
Chloe Boren and Alexia 
Strow.

Multi-gallon pins were 
awarded to: Bob Hackett, 
38 gallons; Sharon Wright, 
seven gallons; and Bruce 
Scott, four gallons.

Volunteers helping at the 
event were: Linda Brown, 
Kay Haddix, Bruce Wilken, 
Sharon Wilken, Mary Lou 
Wilson, Vicki Wilson and 
Nancy Englebright. 

Lions Club members 
Brad and Sharon Cash, Ron 
Stickler and Dan and Velda 
Vice assisted with setup and 
tear down of equipment.

Paris Area Church Wom-
en hosted the canteen that 
was supplied by Monical’s 
Pizza and orange drink from 
McDonald’s.

The next blood drive is 
Dec. 23 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall. Organizers 
encourage everybody who 
can to donate as the blood 
bank supply is critically low. 

Successful 
November 
blood drive

KANSAS HOMECOMING COURT

Special to The Prairie Press

Kansas High School has announced the court for the 2019 homecoming program. Front row, 
left to right, Grace Bartels, Ann Brown, Grace Harmon, Brantley Buckler, Ellie Heltsley, Cailynne 
Phillips, Gabrielle Fairchild, Kindre Quick. Second row, from left to right, Dameon Bolton, Filippa 
Bosio, Nick Mitchell, Camden Harmon, Dalton Ludington, JT Clore.

KANSAS KING AND QUEEN CANDIDATES

Special to The Prairie Press

These Kansas High School seniors are candidates for homecoming queen and king. The home-
coming game is Dec. 6 against Chrisman and the dance is 8-10:30 p.m. Dec. 7. Queen candidates 
are, left to right, Ann Brown, Grace Harmon and Cailynne Phillips. The king candidates are, left to 
right, Filippo Bosio, Nick Mitchell and Camden Harmon.

PARIS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1974 HOLDS REUNION

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Paris High School Class of 1974 celebrated their 45th class reunion at the Tingley Reception Center and Lot 50 the 
last weekend of October. Pictured first row, from left, are Jeff Harpring, Martha Rhoads Gosnell, Valorie Henness Eversole, Gayle 
Wright Arnold, Cristy Blumthal Bierman, Carol Yeargin Furnish, Cindy Kramer Sullivan, Sandy Beck Barnett, Margie Harrington 
Hornback and Jerry Whitacre. Second row, from left, are Jane Hewitt McCarty, Lou Ann Erwin Floyd, Debbie Hefner Jodry, Angela 
Rue Harman, Mary Ann Ring Sullivan, Rosalie Eveland Butler and Linda Butler Hartwig. Third row, from left, are Crystal Downing 
Hedinger, Melody Weir Perisho, Debbie McDaniel Heltsley, Linda Clingan Larkin, Kristen Mazely Fitzgerald, Brenda Cooper McManus, 
Debbie Shewey Wilson, Cindy Sturgell Muchow, Greg Sullivan, Scott Travillion, Janna Taylor Tyler, Leah Quigg Lampert and Cheryl 
Roberts Curl. Fourth row, from left, are Becky Thomey Morris, Jim Walls, Jim Kirby, Brad Frazier, Steve Kile, Richard Tatara, Dean 
Muchow, Mike Mattingly, Herman Taylor, Dan Vice, Dale Curl and Mike Ashley.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

“Tuck Everlasting,” a musical based on the Natalie Babbitt book 
by the same name, will be presented Dec. 6-8 by Paris High 
School Drama at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Two casts will 
perform during the four weekend shows, according to director 
Tanner Laughlin. Among the supporting cast are, at left from 
top, Lia Rigdon and Dakota Brown, Constable; and from left from 
bottom Will Templeton and Elizabeth Kennedy, Hugo.

PHS DRAMA
FROM PAGE 1B

story of family, loss, friendship 
and love for the entire family. 

Laughlin and Jane Smit-
tkamp choreographed the 
show. “The students have really 
enjoyed the dance numbers,” 
he said. 

One of the most beautiful 
parts of the show is the dance 
in the second act, the ensemble 
shows Winnie’s life. 

Cast one members are 
Chase Hays, Jessie Tuck; Na-
than York, Miles Tuck; Jordyn 
David, Mae Tuck; Raymond 
Lin, Angus Tuck; Shayleigh 
Cline, Winnie Foster; Katrina 
Strow, Betsy Foster; Maddy 
Duby, Nana Foster; Treston 
Jones, Man in the Yellow Suit; 
Lia Rigdon, Constable Joe; 
and Elizabeth Kennedy, Hugo. 
Ensemble members are Hailey 

Underwood, Lucy Lin, Daisy 
Cochran, Maelynn Redmon, 
Olivia Minge, Makayla Thom-
as, Saige Gladding, McKayla 
Brown, Zoey Parks, Hayden 
David, Ethan Vice and Mytchel 
Taylor.

Cast two members are Cole 
Myers, Jessie Tuck; Riley Grif-
fin, Miles Tuck; Christiana 
Marlow, Mae Tuck; Terry Slay-
der, Angus Tuck; Olivia Theirl, 
Winnie Foster; Kadi Henry, 
Betsy Foster; Abby Andrews, 
Nana Foster; Max Moody, 
Man in the Yellow Suit; Dakota 
Brown, Constable Joe; and Will 
Templeton, Hugo. Ensemble 
members are Daegan Hood, 
Chance Westerfield, Caroline 
Martin, Keeley Whitehead, 
Rya Burks, Claire Young, Re-
bekah Alexander, Kendra Car-
tright, Victoria Bracken, Au-
brey Huffman, Gillian Englum 
and Chase Ogle.

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

Centuries serving state, country
State military museum showcases the Illinois National Guard history of loyalty, sacrifice
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — 
Tucked in behind Camp Lin-
coln in Springfield, Illinois, is 
a building resembling a castle 
that houses the history of the 
Illinois National Guard.

The Illinois National 
Guard has a rich history dat-
ing back to 1723 when Kas-
kaskia residents participated 
in the first militia muster un-
der the French. It wasn't until 
1878 when the Illinois State 
Legislature mandated the Illi-
nois National Guard to house 
and maintain its artifacts 
and archives, which tell the 
story of the Illinois National 
Guard.

The Museum was estab-
lished in 1878 as Memorial 
Hall and was located in the 
State Capital Building. Even-
tually the contents of Me-

morial Hall ended up in the 
Military Museum. In 2003, 
the Illinois State Military 
Museum moved into its cur-
rent location.

"The purpose of the Illinois 
State Military Museum is to 
preserve the heritage of the 
Illinois National Guard and 
teach the important role and 
contributions made by Citi-
zen-Soldiers in our commu-
nities, state and nation," said 
Col. (Ret.) Paul Fanning, Il-
linois State Military Museum 
Director.

According to Fanning, 
the Museum's collection of 
artifacts includes uniforms, 
weapons, equipment, vehi-
cles, aircraft and other items 
associated with the military. 
Not all of the Museum's arti-
facts are on display though, 
Fanning said.

"Our special event displays 

are changed out every three 
to six months," he said. "A 
portion of our static displays 
are changed out once a year 
so annual visitors see some-
thing new when they tour the 
museum."

The Illinois State Mili-
tary Museum has more than 
13,000 artifacts in its collec-
tion, including more than 
1,000 historic military flags. 
Museum Curator Bill Lear 
said the museum partici-
pates in a loan program with 
17 other institutions which 
allows additional artifacts to 
be on display at various loca-
tions throughout the United 
States for others to see.

"The benefits of loaning 
these artifacts gives the pub-
lic an opportunity to see 
them up close and from dif-
ferent locations within the 
country. These partnerships 

foster a sense of a team with-
in the museum community," 
Lear said.  "Our relationships 
are very important to us.  I 
have always used the motto 
"One Team, One Fight" in re-
gards to other Museums. Our 
overall goal as a Museum is to 
educate the public and their 
success is our success."

Spring and Fall are the two 
busiest times of the year for 
visitors touring the Museum. 
In October, more than 1,200 
people toured the museum, 
according to Fanning. 

"We have visitors from 
school groups, veterans who 
are in the area attending mil-
itary reunions and individ-
uals who are just traveling 
through and stop for a tour," 
he said.

One of the most popu-
lar artifacts in the museum's 
rotating collection is the ar-

tificial leg of Mexican Gen-
eral Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna, which was brought 
home from the Mexican War, 
Battle of Cerro Gordo, by 
Soldiers of the 4th Illinois In-
fantry, according to Fanning.

In addition to Santa Anna's 
leg, the museum has a piece 
of wood President Abraham 
Lincoln fired seven shots into 
in 1863.

"Christopher Minor Spen-
cer visited Lincoln at the 
White House and asked him 
to personally test fire his 
invention, the Spencer Re-
peating Rifle," Fanning said. 
"Lincoln agreed and after the 
two fired the rifle, Lincoln 
presented the board to Spen-
cer as a souvenir. Spencer do-
nated it to the state of Illinois 
to be placed on display in Me-
morial Hall."

See GUARD, Page 4B

TRACING A LINEAGE IN THE BARR-JOHNSON CEMETERY

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The Barr-Johnson Cemetery in Grandview Township started as a family plot in 1821.  

BY ROGER STANLEY
Rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

Michael O’Barr was born in County 
Cork, Ireland, came to America around 
1770 and lived in North Carolina. He 
had three sons, all of whom fought 
in the American Revolution, and his 
youngest son, Hugh O’Barr, enlisted in 
1780. 

Hugh O’Barr was born in Ireland in 
1758 and when he joined the Army his 
last name was changed to Barr. He first 
was a drummer under Captain William 
Dix but found that not of his liking and 
was allowed to turn in his drum for a 
musket and became a private. 

He eventually fought under the lead-
ership of General Gates in the battle of 
Camden, S.C. While serving his coun-
try, Hugh Barr was known for his wres-
tling ability by the Virginia and North 
Carolina troops. Later he fought under 
General Green at the battle of Guilford 
Court House in North Carolina and at 
one point he was taken prisoner, but the 
details of that adventure are unknown. 

When Cornwallis surrendered, he 
was serving under Colonel Kidd and 
driving cattle for the Army. Barr was 
finally discharged Oct. 30, 1781, and 
moved to the home of his uncle in 
Pennsylvania where he lived for five 
years. 

He married Priscilla James, who was 
born in Wales in 1783, and moved to 
Kentucky where they had six children. 
Barr’s son Robert moved to Indiana, 
but the Indian problems sent them 
packing to return to Kentucky. 

Robert Barr returned to Indiana in 
1811 along with his brother, Michael, 
and his parents. Hugh Barr was now in 
Indiana Territory in the early 1800s and 
where he lived became Barr Township, 
in Davies County. The Barr Township 

name came about to honor him for be-
ing a Revolutionary soldier.

Hugh Barr’s youngest son Michael 
Barr moved to Big Creek, in Edgar 
County in 1829 and finally convinced 
his father, after Priscilla Barr’s death in 
1832, to join him. 

Hugh O’Barr (Barr) died on April 
24, 1842, and is buried in Barr-Johnson 
Cemetery. The Johnson name comes 
from the wife of Michael Barr, who was 
Nancy Jane Johnson. They parented 17 
children in 27 years. 

Michael Barr’s son, Hugh, was born 
in 1837 and married Matilda Fleming. 
They had a daughter born in 1866 by 
the name of Hannah.

Tragedy struck the family when 
17-year-old Hannah married John 
“Peachy” Swiger. She did not come 
home from visiting her father’s home 
after leaving the house at 4 p.m. The 
search began and lasted all that night 
until her little brother found her the 
next morning. It was not along the road 
that stretched from her house to her fa-
ther’s house, but along a small stream-
bed. 

The coroner ruled she had not fallen 
and hit her head or had drowned, but 
that she was strangled and dragged to 
the hiding place. Her husband was ac-
cused of the crime. 

Remembering Hugh O’Barr’s legacy

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Revolutionary War veteran Hugh Barr has a relatively new gravestone and a marker 
from the Daughters of the American Revolution. He was born in Ireland, died in 
Edgar County and is buried in the Barr-Johnson Cemetery in Grandview Township.

See BARR, Page 4B

New stories are hard 
to come by when I keep 
getting lost in my mem-
ories of 
historical 
lore and 
pot-bel-
lied stove 
legends. 

I try to 
be truthful 
when I 
write, but 
some-
times 
I take 
poetic license and add 
a little spice or a little 
humor. When I write items 
of history I try to make the 
stories as accurate as possi-
ble, but I have to consider 
my sources. 

Many times I find spell-
ing of names a problem 
because a reporter who 
wrote a story may spell a 
name as they hear it, but 
if they are like me hearing 
distinctly is a problem. 
Sometimes family names 
change down through the 
years and there are many 
variations of a name and 
the people with those 
names maybe are closely 
related, or sometimes not. 
I have been called Stand-
ley, Staley and sometimes 
even Stanley, but usually 
that is not a problem as 
long as they don’t put a 
naughty word before it and 
they still call me to dinner. 

I get a lot of suggestions 
for stories from friends I 
have known from 4-H, old 
school friends or people 
I see at Rural King when 
we are just shootin’ the 
breeze. Some times when I 
try to get too serious with 
my writing Rosie says I 
need to lighten up and she 
will name some happening 
when we were farming or 
camping. 

Many times we are 
reminded of some unique 
or dumb thing that just 
keeps buggin’ me around 
the house. Since I am not 

Finding 
new 
stories 
is tricky     

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Since 1972, the Iowa 
Caucus has been the first 
— and some argue most 
important — electoral test 
on the road to each party’s 
presidential nomination. 
But how did it get that way? 

It all started with the 
1968 Democratic Conven-
tion.

The lead up to the con-
vention had been tumul-
tuous. The Vietnam War 
was in its 14th year, both 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and presidential candidate 
Robert Kennedy were as-
sassinated that spring and 
President Lyndon B. John-
son had withdrawn from 
the race in March, deciding 
against seeking another 
term. That April, Hubert 
Humphrey — Johnson’s 
vice president — jumped 
into the race. Humphrey’s 
public support of Johnson, 
specifically regarding the 
Vietnam War, upset many 
anti-war protestors. 

While Democratic po-
litical leaders filed into the 
convention hall, protestors 
brutally clashed with police 
right outside its doors, with 
television broadcasting the 
political divide to the na-
tion. Hubert Humphrey 
would go on to win the 
Democratic nomination 
(over George McGovern 
and Eugene McCarthy) 
despite not winning a sin-
gle primary, highlighting 
for many the disparity be-
tween public opinion and 
the political process.

Eager to repair the dam-
age from the 1968 prima-
ry campaign, Democratic 
party leaders formed the 
McGovern-Fraser Com-
mission. The commission’s 
job was to improve the 
nomination process so vot-
ers would have a direct say 
as to who would be their 
nominee for president, en-
suring that party leaders 
would no longer work be-
hind closed doors to ma-
nipulate the process. State 
party leaders had to give 
30 day notice before host-
ing primaries or caucuses, 
encouraging full participa-
tion. 

Iowa’s long nominat-
ing process, featuring four 
statewide events (the cau-
cuses, followed by conven-
tions at the county, con-
gressional district and state 
levels), combined with the 
30-day notice required for 
events, meant it needed a 
bit of a head start, and an 
early slot on the voting cal-
endar.

The first candidate to 
draw the nation’s attention 
to the Iowa Caucus was Jim-
my Carter in 1976. Carter’s 
campaign had neither the 
visibility nor the money to 
compete in bigger state pri-
maries early in the electoral 
season, so they put in a great 
effort to win Iowa. While 
many of Iowa’s Democratic 
voters officially remained 
uncommitted, Carter’s sur-
prisingly strong finish pro-
vided some much-needed 
momentum. Carter was 
able to capitalize on the 
media attention he gar-
nered to propel himself 

Why is 
Iowa the 
first state 
to vote?

See IOWA, Page 4B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!
CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin 
category purchased. Additional service charges are required and payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to 
new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep  
into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise 
tour. Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s renovated Pride of America. 
Experience the Iao Valley on Maui, the 
beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-
rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali 
coast and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour 
includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 
tours, and time to relax on Waikiki Beach. 
Guided on Oahu by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

FOOTNOTES

DEC. 1  HISTORIC HOLIDAY 
OPEN HOUSE
The Vermilion County 
Museum Society at Danville, 
is hosting a Holiday Open 
House 1:30-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 1. Both the museum 
center and Fithian Home are 
open free of charge for the 
family-fun event where Santa 
Claus will greet visitors of all 
ages on the 1930s era street 
scene in the museum center. 
Children can participate in 
make and take crafts and all 
guests can enjoy punch and 
cookies. Historical costumed 
interpreters greet visitors 
to the Fithian Home where 
carolers from the Danville 
Light Opera will sing in the 
parlor. Call 442-2922 for 
more information. 

DEC. 2 GENEALOGY SOCIETY 
TO MEET
The Edgar County Genea-
logical Society meets 7 p.m. 
Dec 2 in the Edgar County 
Historical Society Muse-
um Annex. The program 
is “What You Learned in 
the Last Year and Tips.” 
Members are asked to bring 
some Christmas goodies to 
share as refreshments after 
the program. Edgar County 
Genealogical Society meets 
quarterly at the museum an-
nex, 408 N. Main. Meetings 
are open to anyone interest-
ed in family history.

BARR
FROM PAGE 3B

claimed Peachy Swiger was 
still jealous of another suitor, 
Jack Reed, who had just left the 
county. Swiger was sentenced 
to prison for many years. 

Hannah Barr is buried close 
to her grandfather’s gravesite 
in Barr-Johnson Cemetery 
with her married name with-
held. This took place in Feb-
ruary 1883 when she had only 
been married for five months, 
and it was believed she had no 
known enemies. 

So many stories could be 
told about the names and 
dates we find on those old 
markers in the 171 cemeteries 
of Edgar County. Many of the 
answers can be found at the 
Edgar County Genealogical 
Library, which helped with 
this story. 

The Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution marked Hugh 
Barr’s grave Nov. 10, 1957, as 
the burial site of one of the 
Revolutionary soldiers buried 
in Edgar County. The ladies 
of the DAR committee who 
presented the marker that day 
were Mrs. Cliff Winans, Mrs. 
L. A. Obannin, Mrs. Frank 
Fishback, Mrs. William Rit-
tenhouse and Martha Logan. 

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

This gravestone notes the untimely passing of a 17-year-old 
girl but does not hint she was murdered just five months after 
getting married by her jealous husband. The family chose to 
bury Hannah Barr with her maiden name rather than her married 
name.

Special to The Prairie Press

The original marker for Revolutionary War veteran Hugh Barr in 
the Barr-Johnson Cemetery.

Fanning said the target 
board represents Lincoln’s 
interest in the military 
technology of the day.

“It was his hope a weap-
on could be invented which 
would bring a speedy end 
to the American Civil War,” 
Fanning said.  

Fanning said without their 
corps of volunteers, the mu-
seum staff couldn't do what 
they do.

"These volunteers allow 
visitors to interact with living 
history reenactors who can 
tell the story," Fanning said. 
"They are a critical part of the 
museum's operations and al-
low us to maintain operations 
on weekends."

Fanning said he's been told 
by visitors to all the muse-
ums in Springfield the Illinois 
State Military Museum is the 
most interesting museum in 

GUARD
FROM PAGE 3B

town.
"We're a recommend-

ed stop by the European 
Route 66 group," he said.

The Museum staff plans 
events periodically. Events 
scheduled in November 
and December include 
Weapons of War (part 
one was held Nov. 23, part 
two is planned for Dec. 
14); and Christmas at the 
Front, Dec. 7. The events 
at the Museum are free 
and open to the public.

The Illinois State Mili-
tary Museum is located at 
1301 N. MacArthur Blvd, 
Springfield, Ill., 62702, 
two blocks north of the 
intersection of MacArthur 
Blvd. and North Grand 
Ave., and is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 1 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Special 
arrangements for tours 
can be made through the 
museum at (217) 761-
3074.

a master of anything, but a bit 
of a Jack of many trades, I can 
write about what I am doing 
to insult myself because of 
my lack of knowledge or skill. 

I have concentrated on the 
old schools of Edgar County 
and when I get a lead about 
some school I know very lit-
tle something tells me I want 
to know more. I suppose 
those monthly get-togethers 
with the P.H.S. classes of 
1955 and 1956 have led to a 
lot of ideas for something to 
write about and a lot of stuff I 
don’t dare write about. 

I ran into information 
about some of the old 
schools that were made into 
homes, and I wanted to know 
more about which school and 
who lives there now. 

Sometimes I think the peo-
ple of today don’t pay much 
attention to what went on in 
the history of our country, 
our state and our county. It 
seems to me that we don’t 
need to make the same mis-
takes that were made in the 

past, but if we don’t do a little 
finding out about it and make 
good decisions we are really 
stupid. The inverse is also 
true to pay attention to the 
great things that happened in 
the past and try our best to 
emulate them. 

I guess I might digress and 
talk a little about how the old 
schools of yesterday were so 
much better than what we 
have today. The neighbor-
hood schools were a meeting 
place for kids to attempt to 
get along well enough to 
learn their subject material. 

Throw in a good teacher or 
two and caring parents and 
there is not only had good 
learning, but also the making 
of good little citizens that will 
someday make great families. 
This isn’t as possible today 
because we have standards, 
rules and regulations made 
by the state and the feds, 
which may or may not teach 
the old way of learning. 

What was that anyway? I 
may be only speaking for the 
one-room country schools, 
but I think it also applied to 
the city schools that had a 

neighborhood school where 
kids walked to school. The 
parents were the ones that 
made the schools what they 
were because they wanted 
their little ones to have an 
opportunity to achieve their 
best, and they were in contact 
with the teachers. I think the 
schools I went to operated as 
a team and cared about each 
other and all they hated was 
ignorance and they didn’t 
want to be that way. 

OK, I got off track and 
talked about the good old 
days where I did my best to 
learn at school, knew what 
the work ethic was at home 
and had as much fun as 
possible. I am not sure that 
is possible today with all the 
questionable rules and man-
dates and such poor family 
structure. The only test we 
were taught was figuring out 
how to be a good student and 
to be a good person while 
getting along. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 

STANLEY
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forward, ultimately win-
ning the Democratic pres-
idential nomination and 
then the presidency. 

Ever since then, Iowa has 
remained a crucial prov-
ing ground for nearly ev-
ery presidential candidate. 
But the state has a spotty 
record of picking the pres-
ident. Among Republicans 
since 1980, the winner of 
the Iowa caucuses has won 
the presidency just once: 
George W. Bush in 2000. 
Among Democrats, only 
Carter in 1976 and Barack 
Obama in 2008 won the 
caucuses and eventually 
captured the White House. 

IOWA
FROM PAGE 3B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A new edition of a compact 
photo history examines the im-
pact of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) in the rural 
Midwest.

Tom Emery, a historical re-
searcher from Carlinville and 
a contributor to The Prairie 
Press, is the author of “Soldiers 
with Picks and Shovels,” which 
tells the story of the CCC, a 
wildly successful and popular 
program of the Depression-era 
New Deal, whose legacy is still 
felt today. 

The CCC was created to pro-
vide job opportunities, food, 
and shelter for unemployed 
young men in the Depression. 
The Corps is credited with nu-
merous park developments, as 

well as improvements in forest-
ry, drainage, and soil conserva-
tion.

“Soldiers with Picks and 
Shovels” uses the CCC camp 
in Carlinville as a model for the 
importance of the Corps in the 
rural Midwest. The book con-
tains dozens of original photo-
graphs to portray daily life in 
the CCC. 

One of the most detailed 
studies ever attempted on the 
CCC in the Midwest, “Soldiers 
with Picks and Shovels” is a 
fast-moving, highly readable, 
family-friendly work that is 
geared to all ages and levels of 
interest in history.

Emery has created 30 book 
and booklet titles in his career. 
His articles have appeared in 
150 newspapers. The recipient 

Photohistory examines impact 
of the CCC in rural Midwest

of 12 awards from the Illinois 
State Historical Society, Em-
ery first released “Soldiers with 
Picks and Shovels” in 2011. 
This new edition features an 
enhanced layout, binding and 
print quality. 

Quantities of the book are 
limited, so readers are urged to 
reserve copies now.  Delivery is 
expected in mid-December, in 
time for Christmas.

To order by mail, send 
$14.95 (IL residents add $0.93 
cents tax) and $3.12 postage 
and handling ($19 total) with 
your name, address, and phone 
number to History in Print, 
337 E. Second South, Carlin-
ville, IL  62626.  PayPal orders 
use e-mail enjoyhistorytoday@
gmail.com, or call 217-710-
8392 for more information. 

Patti McHenry of Edgar 
County helped with infor-
mation about the Barr family. 
She became a DAR mem-
ber through her Barr lineage. 

Monica Brunelle also helped 
with information, and a spe-
cial thanks goes to Betty Bur-
gess Brooks Swanson for sug-
gesting this story. 
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Most Christmas customs in 
the U.S. share two characteris-
tics. 

First, it’s usually hard to pin 
down their origins to a single 
source. Second, their roots al-
most always reach back to reli-
gious custom — Christmas be-
ing the second most important 
feast day (behind Easter) on 
the Christian calendar — but 
have since been adapted and, 
in some cases, scrubbed of re-
ligious content.

The celebration of Advent 
— whether with wreaths in 
church or calendars at home 
— is among these customs. 
On the one hand, it’s one of 
the major seasons celebrated 
by most Christian churches in 

the Western tradition: Roman 
Catholics, Anglicans, Episco-
palians, Lutherans and many 
additional Protestant churches 
mark the roughly month-long 
period with special observanc-
es. 

The word Advent comes 
from the Latin word for “ar-
rival” — adventus — which 
means non-Christians can cel-
ebrate it simply as a fun count-
down to Christmas. In that 
respect, it’s also become a mar-
keting opportunity for retail-
ers — mostly through Advent 
calendars — which have been 
around since the 19th century 
and have of late grown steadily 
more secular. 

Most Advent calendars start 
Dec. 1. The actual first day of 
the Advent season changes 

every year. In 2019, that day 
is December 1. In 2020, it will 
be November 29. The final 
day is the same every year: 
December 24, Christmas Eve 
— though many calendars run 
through Christmas Day.

The reason for the shifting 
start date is simpler than it ap-
pears. As celebrated by Chris-
tian churches in the Western 
tradition — as opposed to 
Eastern Orthodox churches, 
which keep a different calendar 
— the season of Advent begins 
on the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas and is celebrated on 
each successive Sunday leading 
up to Christmas. 

There are always four Sun-
days in Advent prior to Christ-
mas, but Christmas could be 
any day of the week — which 

means the distance between 
the fourth Sunday of Advent 
and Christmas Day varies. The 
length of the season shifts from 
year to year: In 2016, Christ-
mas fell on a Sunday, which 
means the season stretched 
over a total of 28 days. Last 
year, it was 23 days long. This 
year, it’s 24 days long. 

Advent calendars are more 
consistent. They’re all set up 
for a 24- or 25-day season, be-
ginning Dec. 1 and ending on 
Christmas Eve or, sometimes, 
Christmas Day. The reason 
for this is practical: Since the 
length of the Advent season 
changes from year to year, it’s 
easier to pick a fixed number 
of days for a calendar that can 
be reproduced or reused every 
season.

Advent calendars are reused 
all the time. When many of 
us were growing up, the Ad-
vent calendar had a picture 
of Mary, Joseph and the baby 
Jesus in the manger, with little 
windows that we opened and 
read aloud — each contained 
a verse from the Christmas sto-
ry. Other people had Advent 
calendars that held a piece of 
chocolate to be eaten each day.

Advent calendars were 
adapted at some time in the 
19th century by German Lu-
therans as a way to mark the 
days of the season leading up 
to Christmas. By the early 20th 
century, calendars were being 
manufactured and published 
in Germany, aimed at delight-
ing kids during the holidays.

Advent calendars have con-

tinued to be popular in the 
years since, often marketed 
with the suggestion that they 
help children count down the 
days to Christmas. 

Advent calendars aimed at 
children abound. Parents can 
help children put together a 
charm bracelet — or let them 
discover the art of Norman 
Rockwell. There are chocolate 
advent calendars in all shapes 
and sizes. There are calendars 
with puffy, soft shapes that 
slowly form a nativity scene or 
depict the adventures of Olaf 
from “Frozen.” 

While Advent calendars 
were mainly used by religious 
families for much of their his-
tory, today they’ve expanded 
to include non-ideological and 

Advent traditions explained
Carols, candles, wreaths in church and chocolate calendars — the Advent season is all about anticipation

See ADVENT, Page 6B

ACTIVISTS ENACT JEWISH MOURNING RITES FOR DEATHS

Special to The Prairie Press

Activists from the Jewish group Never Again Action carry six empty black coffins in Graham, N. C., Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019, to 
protest the detention and deaths of immigrants in ICE custody.

Never Again Action protests ICE
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

GRAHAM, N.C. — Pallbearers car-
ried six black coffins and recited the Jew-
ish mourner’s prayer in a mock funeral 
procession Sunday, Nov. 24, as part of 
a protest aimed at ending the Trump 
administration’s policy of arresting and 
jailing undocumented immigrants.

Never Again Action, the nascent Jew-
ish movement that organized the proces-
sion, has staged about 50 protests across 
the country, usually in cooperation with 
Hispanic grassroots organizations. The 
target is always ICE, the federal law en-
forcement agency responsible for imple-
menting immigration policy.

The latest protest targeted Alamance 
County Sheriff Terry Johnson’s $2.3 
million contract with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement to house undoc-
umented immigrants and asylum seek-
ers. The protesters called for Alamance 
County officials to refuse to renew their 
$2.3 million contract with ICE.

Johnson is one of the few sheriffs in 
North Carolina willing to work with 
ICE. Last year, newly elected sheriffs in 
the state’s biggest counties cut their con-
tracts with ICE, so the agency turned to 
Alamance County where it found a will-
ing partner.

The rally in the small city of Gra-
ham, located off Interstate 40 between 
Durham and Greensboro, drew people 
from across the state, including a contin-
gent from the Hispanic advocacy group, 
Siembra NC.

“Because of what was done to us and 
what is just and right, it is once again 
time for Jews and people of conscience 
to once again say ‘Never Again,’” said 
Beth Bruch of Durham, one of half a 
dozen speakers at the afternoon event, 
which attracted upwards of 400 people 
to the lawn of the Center for Spiritual 
Living in Graham.

The movement has tapped into a 
mantra generations of Jews have grown 
up hearing from their parents, grandpar-
ents and community leaders in reference 
to the Holocaust: Never again. 

Bruch said two of her grandparents 
came to the U.S. to escape Nazi Germa-
ny in the 1930s.

Protesters also wanted to voice their 
concerns about Sheriff Johnson, who 
has a history of controversy. In 2012, the 
Department of Justice sued Johnson’s 

offices for allegedly using “anti-Latino 
epithets” and “discriminatory conduct” 
against Latinos. At a county board meet-
ing this year, he accused “criminal illegal 
immigrants” of “raping our citizens in 
many, many ways,” the Charlotte Ob-
server reported.

Johnson’s contract with ICE allows 
the agency to house dozens of asy-
lum-seekers — many of whom say they 
are fleeing violence and persecution — 
in the Graham, North Carolina, jail.

The crowd assembled under a bright 
sunny sky for nearly five hours, first for 
speeches. When the Graham Police De-
partment —  with assistance from six 
other regional law enforcement groups 
—  blocked the pallbearers from pro-
ceeding toward the detention center, 
about half a mile away, a group sat on the 
pavement in front of police officers to 
simulate the seven-day period of mourn-
ing in the Jewish tradition, called the 
“shiva.”

The Graham Police Department said 
it arrested five people. The sheriff’s de-
partment arrested another handful. Nev-
er Again Action said nine were arrested 
in all, mostly for failure to disperse. The 
group did not apply to the city for a per-
mit to protest on the street.

Never Again Action has been par-
ticularly successful at drawing college 

students and young Jewish millennials 
to protests in all the major U.S. cities. 
It has not drawn establishment leaders 
from across the Jewish community. 
Though several rabbis were invited, few 
attended.

In addition to T-shirts and banners, 
many of the Jews arrived Sunday wear-
ing yarmulkes and prayer shawls. Two 
Jewish women chanted the Kaddish, 
the mourner’s prayer in Hebrew, as well 
as the prayer for the departed, called “El 
Malei Rahamim.”

The prayers were interspersed with 
chants of “Hey ho, hey ho, Terry John-
son has to go,” as well as “El pueblo uni-
do jamás será vencido” or “the people 
united will never be defeated.”

One of the protesters, Julia Springer, a 
27-year-old Reform Jew from Durham, 
said the action was a way of demonstrat-
ing that immigration enforcement is not 
just something that happens at the bor-
der with Mexico.

“It’s easy to think this terror and vio-
lent system is happening far away, but in 
fact, it’s happening in our community,” 
she said. “We need to take seriously the 
role we are playing in this horrible sys-
tem.”

Graham police, Alamance County 
sheriff officials and Burlington police 
monitored the protest.

Special to The Prairie Press

Protesters at a Never Again Action rally in Graham, North Carolina, on Sunday, Nov. 
24, 2019, were protesting a contract between the local sheriff’s department and 
ICE to house immigrants. 

Long ago in a land far 
away, there lived a man 
named Humble Thanks. A 

few peo-
ple were 
friends 
with him 
but most 
of the 
time he 
was ig-
nored by 
the bulk 
of the 
popula-
tion. 

At certain times of the 
year, however, he was in 
great demand and every-
one wanted him to be 
present at their gatherings. 
What most of these did 
not know was that Thanks 
usually traveled with a 
great friend of his, Gen-
uine Source. Those who 
were friends of Source 
often became acquainted 
with Thanks as well but 
in those seasons when 
everyone seemed to want 
Thanks to visit, he did not 
often join their festivities.

Some were surprised 
by this apparent snub, not 
realizing the issue could 
have been resolved by 
including Source in the 
invitation. Most, how-
ever, never even knew 
that Thanks was absent, 
because several imposters 
had a habit of showing up, 
claiming to be Thanks, 
and were welcomed in his 
stead. 

One of them was Self 
C. Pride. When he was 
around, conversation 
seemed always to lean 
toward what had been ac-
complished by his efforts 
and the work of the others 
present. In the celebration 
of what everyone had 
achieved, Pride was able 
to masquerade as Thanks 
quite easily. 

Another was Greed E. 
Glutton. It was a little easi-
er to tell this wasn’t really 
Thanks, but as long as 
Greed kept the focus on 
how sumptuous the feast 
was, it was easy to think 
Thanks was present be-
cause everyone was happy. 
The last imposter was a 
person called Superiority. 
There is an interesting 
story told in one of the old 
books about him:

“Two men went up into 
the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Phari-
see, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.’ But 
the tax collector, standing 
far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but 
beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.’ I tell you this man 
went down to his house 
justified, rather than the 

Thoughts 
on holiday 
visitors

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S
 PERSPECTIVE  

See PASTOR, Page 6B

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Grace Lutheran Church 
in Paris is hosting its second 
annual organ concert at 3 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15. The 
concert features English 
carols on the pipe organ and 
flute with vocal accompani-
ment and audience hymn 
singing.

“More than anything we 
need people to know that 
this will be a different con-
cert than what we had last 
year,” says organizer Jeannie 
Taylor. The first concert had 
a German theme, and so the 
pieces were very classical. 
“This is going to be a little 
bit lighter,” she said.

This year’s musicians are 
organist Keith Williams, 
vocalist Katrina Jurica and 
flautist Hallie Guymon. 

Williams is an organ 
builder and organist with 
Buzard Pipe Organ Build-
ers, a member of several or-
ganists’ guilds and a church 
musician at St. John Luther-
an Church in Champaign. 
He was invited to perform at 
Grace Lutheran in Paris be-
cause of his familiarity with 
the church’s organ through 
his maintenance work on it 
— and his undeniable mu-
sical skill.  

“Last year we had a pro-
fessional organist. Judy 
Carroll and I were thinking 
that we have a lot of great or-
ganists among the churches 
here [in Illinois] so maybe 
we should find someone 
local to give this honor to,” 
said Taylor.

According to organizer 
Judy Carroll, Williams also 
chose most of the arrange-
ments. 

Jurica is a graduate of 
Concordia University Chi-
cago, who later sang in and 
conducted the Concordia 
University Kapelle.

Guymon is member of 
Grace Lutheran in Paris. She 
will show off her flute skills 
with movements from Han-
del’s “Messiah.”

The concert’s program 
includes hymns such as “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful,” An-
glican carols like “The Boar’s 
Head Carol” and excerpts 
from “Messiah.”

Williams is performing 
on the church’s extraordi-
nary Phelps Pipe Organ. 
The organ is historically sig-
nificant because it was the 
last Phelps organ built.

“We have this wonder-
ful organ; we’ve not really 
shared it the last 40 years. 
We have all these musicians 
now and it’s time to bring 
the community in to enjoy 
it,” said Taylor.

Tickets are $5 and all pro-
ceeds will go to the Grace 
Lutheran Child Develop-
ment Center. Seating is lim-
ited, so those seeking tickets 
are encouraged to contact 
the church office for tickets 
or additional information at 
217-466-1215. A reception 
with food following the per-
formance is in the church 
basement.

English 
Christmas 
concert
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Crown Maple Syrup  |  47 McCourt Road  |  Dover Plains New York 12522

ONLY

$2246*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $29.95

ONLY

$2696*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $35.95

ONLY

$3746*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $49.95

Pancake Breakfast Gift Set 
 in Royal Treatment Box 

Featuring Dark Color organic 
maple syrup and Signature Maple  

Sugar Pancake Mix
SC-DA-Gift_Ea

Bourbon Barrel Aged  
Organic Maple Syrup 750ml
The Wall Street Journal described 

this product as “soul-stirring”.
FB-75-Gift_ Ea

Infused Organic Maple Syrup 
250ml Trio in Royal Treatment Box 
Featuring Cinnamon Infused, Madagascar 

Vanilla Infused and Bourbon Barrel  
Aged organic maple syrups

SC-21-Gift_Ea

Three Special Offers, SAVE 25%
Exceptionally Crafted. Artisan Quality. 

Direct from the Crown Maple Estate in NY’s Hudson Valley

Order Now and SAVE 25%
Select your preferred gift or order all three, plus $5.00 shipping & handling per item. 

Call 1-855-602-0223 to order items featured
or visit CrownMapleSpecial.com

Use Promo Code CrownGift343 
Code is case sensitive.

Order by Dec. 12, 2019 for Christmas delivery.  Offer ends December 31, 2019 or while supplies last.

Friday, December 6, 2019
7:00 P.M. (CST)

FAITH COUNTRY IN CONCERT
Grace Fellowship Church

200 E. Elliott St. • Paris, IL • (217) 465-1800

www.faithcountry.band

Highly Productive Soils • Lease Open for 2020

WEDS., DECEMBER 4th  10AM

FARMLAND AUCTION

MWAAuctions.com
Call (217) 398-6400

Douglas County, IL • 10 Mi East of Arcola

196± ACRES
OFFERED IN 2 TRACTS

Auction Location: Best Western Plus 
917 Green Mill Road, Arcola, IL 61910

Located in Section 16 of Sargent Township (T.14N R.10E)

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

December HoursDecember Hours
Closed Monday & Tuesday & Wednesday

Open
Thursday, Friday  11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

 Saturday   11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday Brunch Buffet  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We will be closed for Vacation From
December 16 - January 2

other. For everyone who ex-
alts himself will be humbled, 

PASTOR
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adult audiences. Advent cal-
endars are available for virtu-
ally any taste, interest, or price 
point. Many Advent calendars 
serve as a way for brands to get 
24 samples of their products 
into the hands of potential cus-
tomers — not a bad marketing 
move in a month typically asso-
ciated with spending money. If 
customers like the sample, the 
reasoning goes, then they’ll 
be inclined to buy the full-size 
version with their Christmas 
money. 

But though Advent customs 
differ, they all circle back to 
adventus: the anticipation of 
something. Advent calendars 
are designed for anticipating 
the arrival of Christmas Day, in 
both its explicitly religious and 
more secularized versions. 

The roots of Advent celebra-
tion, though, go further back 
than 19th-century Germany 
— stretching way back into 
the traditional Western Chris-
tian tradition, before Advent 
calendars were invented. That 
celebration has its own symbol-
ism tied to the Christian calen-
dar, and it’s still carried out in 
churches all over the world to 
this day. 

Nobody seems to know pre-
cisely when the Western Chris-
tian church started marking Ad-
vent as a season on its calendar. 
But it seems to have popped up 
early in church history, and has 
stayed remarkably stable since 
about the Middle Ages. 

The easiest way to under-
stand the Christian church’s 
calendar is as a sort of live im-
mersive theater, designed by 
tradition to reenact the life of 
Jesus every year from Christ-
mas (birth) to Easter (resur-
rection), with readings in tra-
ditional churches that revisit 
stories from the gospels each 
year during that time. 

Part of the observance of 
Advent, celebrated for the four 
Sundays before Christmas, is 
reenacting the centuries of an-
ticipation of the birth of Jesus as 
written about by prophets like 

Isaiah in the Old Testament. 
Many songs traditionally sung 
during the season have lines re-
calling this waiting period, such 
as “O Holy Night” “Long lay 
the world in sin and error pin-
ing / ’Til he appeared and the 
soul felt its worth”. That’s also 
why the early parts of Handel’s 
“Messiah” quote the prophet 
Isaiah before they get to the 
more familiar Christmas parts: 
The lyrics for “Comfort Ye My 
People” and “Every Valley Shall 
Be Exalted,” correspond direct-
ly to the readings from Isaiah 
40 that a person might hear in a 
church pew during Advent.

In churches that celebrate 
Advent, the most common 
factor across denominations is 
the Advent wreath, which was 
adopted around the Middle 
Ages. It’s like a normal Christ-
mas wreath, but presented hor-
izontally, often on a podium at 
the front of the church. There 
are typically candleholders for 
tapers in the wreath. The colors 
vary slightly from denomina-
tion to denomination, but the 
wreath always has four candles 
on it — typically three dark 
purple or blue, one rose-col-
ored — and a white candle in 
the middle to light on Christ-
mas Eve.

On each of the four Sundays 
of Advent, the candles are lit: 
one on the first Sunday, two 
on the second, and so on. If 
there’s a rose candle — which 
is meant to symbolize joy — it’s 
lit on the third Sunday, which 
is around the midpoint of Ad-
vent, a time to celebrate that the 
waiting is nearing its close.

Some churches change the 
colors of the cloths and linens 
used in the sanctuary during 
Sunday services — often to 
purple. Churches hold off on 
singing jubilant Christmas 
songs, instead opting for Ad-
vent hymns, the most popular 
of which is probably “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel,” a trans-
lation of a Latin hymn. Some 
churches make a practice of 
giving away more money or 
participating in other commu-
nity-wide practices during the 
season of Advent. 

ADVENT
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Brookstone Estates and 
Horace Baptist Church are 
hosting a community Christ-
mas Concert at 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 7 in the dining hall 
of Brookstone Estates.

The event features the mu-
sical talent of Paul and Betty 
Hiscock of Indianapolis, Ind. 
Using a large auditorium 
screen, the Hiscocks pres-

ent several inspiring stories 
behind timeless Christmas 
hymns and gospel songs. 

Live music by the His-
cocks accompany the pre-
sentation with trumpet and 
trombone, hand chimes and 
vocal duets.

Event organizers hope the 
concert of religious Christ-
mas music inspires all who 
attend to remember Jesus is 
the reason for the season. 

Christmas Concert at 
Brookstone Estates

Special to The Prairie Press

The music ministry of Paul and Betty Hiscock is featured in a 
Community Christmas Concert 2 p.m. Saturday,  Dec. 7 in the 
dining room of Brookstone Estates. The concert is sponsored by 
Brookstone Estates and Horace Baptist Church.

but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”

When Superiority 
was around, not only 
did Thanks stay far away, 
but hardly anyone else 
enjoyed the celebration, 
because no matter what 
their life was like, it 
seemed small and unim-
portant next to Superi-
ority.

Regardless of how this 
Thursday went for read-
ers, may the rest of the 
holiday season, indeed, 
the rest of their lives, 
enjoy the presence of 
Thanks. May readers be-
come good friends with 
Source and may Pride, 
Glutton and Superiority 
never darken the door.          

(John Youngblood is 
pastor of New Beginnings 
Church at Paris. Email 
him at ybloodjohn@gmail.
com or leave a message at 
(217) 463-3964. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the 
Paris Ministerial Fellow-
ship.)

GRACE NOTES

DEC. 1  ADVENT SERVICE
Nevins Christian Church is 
starting the Advent season with 
a special service 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 1. The program features 
carols in chronology. Also, the 
event is open to anyone who has 
a song or reading or thought to 
share. Refreshments follow. The 
church is located 5 1/2 miles 
south of Jasper on the Lower 
Terre Haute Road, and the phone 
is 564-8770 for more informa-
tion.

DEC. 5  FINAL REHEARSAL
The final rehearsals for the 
Community Advent Choral 
Service are 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
2, and Thursday, Dec. 5, at 7 p.m. 
at The Presbyterian Church, 241 
W. Court Street. The Service 
is 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.8, at the 
church. More information about 
the choir and the service is avail-
able by calling the Presbyterian 
Church Please at 465-5118.

DEC. 6  LIVE NATIVITY
The Brocton Christian Church 
is doing a live Nativity scene 5-7 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 6. The event 
also includes live music by the 
Hometown Band in the church 
foyer and string band music in the 
church basement. Refreshments 
are served in the church.

DEC. 6 CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Grace Fellowship Church is hosting 
a Christmas concert 7 p.m. Dec. 6 
featuring country music artists Mor-
ris Mott and Faith Country Band.

DEC. 15  PRAISE CONCERT
Elevate Praise in Martinsville is 
hosting the band Cloverton 6 p.m. 
Dec. 15 at Martinsville High School 
as part of A Cloverton Christmas 
Tour. The opening act is vocalist 
Leanna Crawford. The concert 
is free, but seating is limited so 
tickets are required for admission. 
Tickets are available by emailing 
mville62442@gmail.com.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NAGASAKI, JAPAN — 
Visiting the two Japanese cities 
razed by atomic bombs during 
World War II, Pope Francis 
called Sunday for a “world 
without nuclear weapons,” 
which he said are “immoral” 
for war or deterrence.

“We will be judged on this,” 
Francis said.

In Hiroshima, the pope 
met with bomb survivors and 
spoke vividly of the “black hole 
of death and destruction” that 
atomic weapons could cause. 
Earlier, in a somber address in 
Nagasaki delivered in driving 
rain, he spoke about the weap-
ons in policy terms and ex-
pressed concern that a “climate 
of distrust” was endangering 
international arms control ef-
forts.

“Peace and international 
stability are incompatible with 
attempts to build upon the fear 
of mutual destruction,” the 
pope said in Nagasaki, stand-
ing next to an enlarged black 
and white photograph from 
the bombing’s aftermath that 
shows a Japanese boy carrying 
his dead younger brother on 
his back.

Francis used the first papal 
trip to Japan since 1981 to em-
phasize one of his signature 
issues in cities that remain last-

Pope Francis urges nuclear 
disarmament on Japan visit

ing symbols of atomic de-
struction — although both 
have been fully rebuilt in 
the decades since the 1945 
attacks. The two bombs, 
dropped three days apart, 
killed as many as 200,000 
people, melted roof tiles 
and caused skin burns on 
people who were three 
miles away from the points 
of impact.

After laying a wreath to 
the Nagasaki bombing’s vic-
tims, the pope said the arms 
race creates a false sense of 
security, poisoning interna-
tional relationships. He de-
scribed nuclear weapons as 
wasteful and environmen-
tally damaging.

“In a world where mil-
lions of children and fam-
ilies live in inhumane con-
ditions, the money that is 
squandered and the for-
tunes made through the 
manufacture, upgrading, 
maintenance and sale of 
evermore destructive weap-
ons are an affront crying out 
to heaven,” Francis said.

By saying that nuclear 
weapons should not be 
stockpiled for deterrence 
— a stance he first outlined 
in 2017 — Francis has gone 
further than his predeces-
sors. The only other pope to 
visit Japan, John Paul II, said 
during the Cold War that 
deterrence could be “mor-
ally acceptable,” so long as 
it was a step toward disar-
mament.

Vatican anti-nuclear 
weapons stance is 
stronger than ever
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Butterflies on a bomb range
The world’s rarest butterfly calls Fort Bragg home; the Endangered Species Act is seeding more habitat

BY SETH BORENSTEIN
AP Science Writer

FORT BRAGG, N.C. (AP) 
— In the unlikely setting of the 
world's most populated mili-
tary installation, amid all the 
regimented chaos, you'll find 
the Endangered Species Act at 
work.

There, as a 400-pound explo-
sive resounds in the distance, a 
tiny St. Francis Satyr butter-
fly flits among the splotchy 
leaves, ready to lay as many as 
100 eggs. At one point, this 
brown and frankly dull-look-
ing butterfly could be found in 
only one place on Earth: Fort 
Bragg's artillery range.

Now, thanks in great mea-
sure to the 46-year-old federal 
act, they are found in eight 
more places — though all of 

them are on other parts of the 
Army base. And if all goes well, 
biologists will have just seeded 
habitat No. 10.

One of Earth's rarest but-
terfly species, there are maybe 
3,000 St. Francis Satyrs. There 
are never going to be enough of 
them to get off the endangered 
list, but they're not about to go 
extinct either. They are perma-
nent patients of the bureaucrat-
ic conservation hospital ward.

In some ways, the tiny but-
terfly is an ideal example of the 
more than 1,600 U.S. species 
that have been protected by the 
Endangered Species Act. Alive, 
but not exactly doing that well.

To some experts, just having 
these creatures around means 
the 46-year-old law has done 
its job. More than 99.2 percent 

of the species protected by the 
act survive, The Associated 
Press has found. Only 11 spe-
cies were declared extinct, and 
experts say all but a couple of 
them had already pretty much 

died out when they were listed.
On the other hand, only 39 

U.S. species — about 2 percent 
of the overall number— have 
made it off the endangered list 
because of recovery, including 

such well-known successes as 
bald eagles, peregrine falcons 
and American alligators.

Most of the species on the 
endangered list are getting 
worse. And only 8 percent are 
getting better, according to a 
2016 study by Jake Li, director 
for biodiversity at the Environ-
mental Policy Innovation Cen-
ter in Washington.

"Species will remain in the 
Endangered Species Act hos-
pital indefinitely. And I don't 
think that's a failure of the En-
dangered Species Act itself," Li 
says.

The Endangered Species Act 
"is the safety net of last resort," 
says Gary Frazer, assistant di-
rector of ecological services 
at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which administers 

the law. "We list species after 
all other vehicles of protection 
have failed."

The act was signed into law 
by Republican President Rich-
ard Nixon on Dec. 28, 1973. It 
had been passed overwhelm-
ingly — the House voted 355 
to 4 in favor and Senate ap-
proval was unanimous, mar-
gins that seem unthinkable 
today.

The law was designed to pre-
vent species from going extinct 
and to protect their habitat. It 
instructed two federal agencies 
— the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service — to draw 
up a list of species endangered 
or threatened with extinction.

Under the law, it is unlawful 

AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty

A St. Francis’ satyr butterfly rests on a leaf in a swamp at Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina on Monday, July 29, 2019. It’s wing was 
marked for identification by a biologist studying the rare insect.

See BUTTERFLY, Page 6B

GRAY’S REEF A JEWEL OF MARINE DIVERSITY

Special to The Prairie Press

A black sea bass swims along the reef in Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctuary, Monday, Oct. 28, 2019, off the coast of 
Savannah, Ga. Gray’s Reef is little more than a drop in the ocean 19 miles off the Georgia coast, but don’t confuse size for sig-
nificance. In one of his last official acts, President Jimmy Carter declared the reef a national marine sanctuary at the urging 
of conservationists who said its abundance of life was unique and worth saving for future generations.

BY PATRICK WHITTLE
Associated Press

SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) — From the 
surface, these 22 square miles of water are 
unexceptional.

But dip beneath the surface — go 
down 60 or 70 feet — and you'll find a 
spectacular seascape. Sponges, barnacles 
and tube worms cover rocky ledges on 
the ocean floor, forming a "live bottom."

Gray's Reef is little more than a drop in 
the ocean 19 miles off the Georgia coast, 
but don't confuse size for significance. 
In one of his last official acts, President 
Jimmy Carter declared the reef a national 
marine sanctuary at the urging of conser-
vationists who said its abundance of life 
was unique and worth saving for future 
generations.

For nearly 40 years, the U.S. govern-
ment has protected the reef, home to 
more than 200 species of fish and an 
amazing array of nearly 1,000 different 
kinds of invertebrates. Recreational fish-
ing and diving are allowed, but commer-
cial fishing and other kinds of exploita-
tion are not.

And Gray's Reef has served as a glob-
al inspiration. Following the lead of the 
U.S., other nations have designated simi-
lar sanctuaries and protected areas, which 
now cover about 6 percent of the world's 
oceans — a bonanza for researchers but, 
more importantly, an important tool for 
safeguarding the seas.

Doubts remain about how much of 
the ocean they can truly save. Last year 
was the hottest on record for the planet's 
oceans, and protected areas can't slow 
the biggest source of that warming — 
increasing greenhouse gases. The federal 
government says more than 90 percent 
of the warming that has occurred on the 
planet over the past half-century has tak-
en place in the ocean.

That has had dramatic effects in the 
waters that cover 70 percent of Earth's 
surface. Scientists have tied the warming 
to the rise of sea levels, the disappearance 
of fish stocks and the bleaching of corals. 
The ocean also has become more acidic 
as humans have released higher concen-
trations of carbon dioxide into the at-
mosphere, and that jeopardizes valuable 
shellfish and the plankton that form the 
base of the food chain.

The supporters for the protected areas 
range from sustenance fishermen on the 
tiniest islands of the Pacific to researchers 
at the most elite institutions of academia.

"We're not protecting these areas just 
for ourselves," Roldan Muñoz, a research 

fishery biologist with the U.S.'s National 
Marine Fisheries Service, says during a 
research trip to the reef, "they're for our 
nation."

On a National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration expedition to 
Gray's Reef, the federal research vessel 
Nancy Foster is packed with scientists 
conducting research on subjects ranging 
from whether invasive lionfish are pres-
ent to how changing ocean conditions 
are affecting coral species.

Sanctuary research coordinator Kim-
berly Roberson and other scientists pre-
pare to dive to collect data about what 
fish can be found in the area, while Craig 
Aumack, an assistant professor of biolo-
gy at Georgia Southern University, peers 
through a microscope at algae.

Aumack notes that more types of 
seaweed and tropical species of fish are 
appearing on the reef as waters warm, 
like the odd-looking and colorful clown 
wrasse, a fish native to the Caribbean Sea 
that was found off the coast of Georgia 
this summer, most likely pushed hun-
dreds of miles to the north by changing 
ocean temperatures.

The sanctuary is named after Milton 
"Sam" Gray, a biologist who studied it in 
the 1960s and identified it as an ecosys-
tem worth saving — a reef not far from 
the U.S. coast that teemed with life, espe-
cially an "abundance of diversity of inver-
tebrates," Roberson notes.

Without that designation, the habitat 
could have vanished due to high-impact 
industries such as bottom-trawl commer-
cial fishing, which are now prohibited 
there.

"In some ways, it's a test of what a ma-
rine protected area can do for surround-
ing areas," says Clark Alexander, director 
and professor at the University of Geor-
gia Skidaway Institute of Oceanography 
and a former member of the sanctuary's 
advisory board. "It was sort of an ideal 
spot to preserve this kind of habitat and 
make it available for research and recre-
ation."

In the decades since Gray's was estab-
lished, large and more stringently pro-
tected zones have popped up all over the 
world.

Phoenix Island Protected Area, estab-
lished in January 2008, covers more than 
150,000 square miles off the tiny island 
republic of Kiribati and has been cited by 
scientists for bringing back species of fish 
in just over a decade. And an area nearly 
twice as large, the Rapa Nui Marine Pro-
tected Area, now surrounds Easter Island 
after its creation in 2018.

Former U.S. Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama greatly expand-
ed the U.S.'s protected areas. Bush creat-
ed the Papahanaumokuakea Marine Na-
tional Monument off Hawaii and Obama 
extended it late in his presidency to a 

Reef stirred conservation 

Special to The Prairie Press

Kimberly Roberson, research coordinator for Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctu-
ary, foreground, and Justin Miyano, vessel operations coordinator, surface after 
scuba diving in the sanctuary Monday, Oct. 28, 2019, off the coast of Savannah, Ga. 
The site is named after Milton “Sam” Gray, a biologist who studied it in the 1960s 
and identified it as an ecosystem worth saving — a reef not far from the U.S. coast 
that teemed with life, especially an “abundance of diversity of invertebrates,” says 
Roberson.

I’m going to say some-
thing controversial. As a 
climate scientist in Septem-

ber 2018, 
I pre-
dicted a 
sustained, 
noticeable 
and severe 
cooling 
trend 
across the 
Northern 
Hemi-
sphere. 

The 
cold would begin soon and 
last until at least the end 
of the year. Some regions 
would freeze, it would 
snow and climate deniers 
will gloat. The cause is a 
phenomenon that, while 
mysterious, is known to 
science. We call it “winter.”

I wasn’t sad to see the 
end of the summer. It’s 
been brutal: heatwaves 
in London and Tokyo, 
scorching temperatures and 
melting permafrost in the 
Arctic, wildfires ravaging 
California and Greece. A 
city in Oman saw tem-
peratures exceeding 108 
degrees F. At night. 

I wonder if this could be 
the year the world finally 
wakes up to the reality 
of climate change. And 
then I remember another 
summer, when hurricanes 
flooded Houston and 
devastated Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. And 
the year before: the hottest 
ever recorded. Something 
is clearly happening here. I 
think, when we talk about 
it, we need to keep four 
things in mind.

WEATHER IS NOT CLIMATE
As Marshall Shepherd 

brilliantly puts it, “weather 
is your mood, climate is 
your personality." Weather 
is short-term and impos-
sible to predict far in ad-
vance. I have no idea what 
the weather will be like in 
New York City on January 
20, 2021. But I’m fairly 
confident it will be chilly, 
because New York winters 
are cold. Climate is just the 
average weather over a long 
time. A freakishly warm 
January day doesn’t make 
New York a winter vacation 
paradise. And a cold day, 
month, or even year doesn’t 
mean the climate’s not 
heating up. 

WEATHER IS AFFECTED BY 
CLIMATE

Because of this, many 
people are nervous when 
talking about extreme 
weather events in a climate 
context. But a changing 
climate can “load the dice” 
on weather, making certain 
kinds of extreme event 
more likely. For example: 
the amount of water vapor 
that the atmosphere can 
hold increases with tem-
perature. Heat it up by 1 

Don’t be 
fooled: 
Weather is 
not climate

See MARVEL, Page 8B
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BY DEAN FOSDICK
Associated Press

Wind-driven air and 
too little precipitation are 
common wintertime side 
effects that can damage 
drought-sensitive trees, 
lawns and shrubs.

You can help remedy that 
by watering while tempera-
tures are still above freezing 
and before the ground 
hardens. Adding mulch also 
insulates plants, enriches 
topsoil and provides cover 
for native pollinators.

“Plants that have an 
ample supply of moisture 
going into winter survive 
better,'' said Dennis Patton, 
a horticulturist with Kansas 
State University Research 
and Extension. “The ones 
that suffer the most are the 
evergreens because they 
have foliage that dries out. 
They experience more 
browning."

Plants should be cared 
for in much the same 
way you care for humans, 
Patton said. “With the 
proper diet and exercise, 
people are quicker to 
fend off diseases," he said. 
“The same goes for plants. 
They're able to tolerate 
more stress."

Give landscape and 
foundation plants a last, 
healthy watering using 
sprinklers and soaking 
hoses before the onset of 
winter's deep chill. Most 
plants go dormant but 
still crave moisture, which 
poses practical problems 
for watering.

People living in severe 
climates should remove 
hoses and hose attach-
ments to allow faucets to 
properly drain through 
winter, Patton said. That 
reduces the risk of pipes 
icing up and fracturing.

“I try to take advantage 
of those periods when the 
soil warms and you can wa-
ter again," Patton said. “If 
you have an older hose or 
a short hose that you can 
leave out in winter, you can 
connect and disconnect. 
Or use a 5-gallon bucket to 
slowly add water."

Soak the soil to a depth 
of 6 to 8 inches. “That 
degree of saturation should 
provide enough moisture 
to reach most of the roots," 
Patton said. “Use a rain 
gauge or a trowel to mea-
sure your water output."

Newly planted trees and 
shrubs are more suscep-
tible to tissue damage 
than established plants, 
according to James Klett, a 
professor with the College 
of Agriculture Sciences at 
Colorado State University.

“Trees generally take one 
year to establish for each 
inch of trunk diameter," 
Klett says in a fact sheet. 
“Bare root plants require 
longer to establish than 
container plants. Perenni-
als planted late in the fall 
will not establish as quickly 
as those planted in spring."

The case for 
wintertime 
mulching, 
watering

See REEF, Page 9B
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to "harass, harm, pursue, hunt, 
shoot, wound, kill, trap, cap-
ture or collect" endangered 
animals, and it also forbids the 
elimination of their habitats. 
At first, only animals were pro-
tected, but eventually plants 
were protected, too.

The law caused all sorts of 
environmental showdowns in 
the 1970s and 1980s — most 
notoriously, the fight over 
the construction of the Telli-
co Dam in Tennessee, which 
threatened the tiny snail dart-
er fish. In the end, the Su-
preme Court ruled in favor of 
the fish, but Congress exempt-
ed the dam from the law.

Now, the act is in conten-
tion once again. In September, 

President Donald Trump's 
administration changed the 
endangered species process 
in ways that some say weaken 
the law. Critics say one change 
would allow costs to industry 
to be taken into account when 
deciding how to protect spe-
cies.

From 1998 to 2016, the fed-
eral government tallied $20.5 
billion in spending on individ-
ual species on the endangered 
list. That's based on an annual 
per-species spending report 
that the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice sends to Congress, but 
that tally is not comprehen-
sive.

About $3 million was spent 
to save the St. Francis Satyr 
butterfly.

Nick Haddad — the world's 
leading expert on the St. Fran-

cis Satyr, a Michigan State 
University biology professor 
and author of the book "The 
Last Butterflies" — got per-
mission to go to the butterfly's 
home, the artillery range.

He was expecting a moon-
scape. Instead, he says, "these 
are some of the most beauti-
ful places in North Carolina, 
maybe the world."

Because no one was ventur-
ing into the woods there, no 
one was dismantling beaver 
dams. No one was snuffing 
out fires. Aside from linger-
ing fragments of munitions, 
the landscape was much like 
North Carolina before it was 
altered by humans.

The picky butterfly thrives 
amid the chaos. It needs a 
habitat that is disturbed, but 
only a bit. It needs a little bit 

of water, but not a lot. It needs 
fire to burn away overgrown 
plants, but not so much as to 
burn its food.

The butterfly appears only 
twice a year for two weeks 
each time. When it does, 
Haddad rushes to Fort Bragg 
and joins a team of Army biol-
ogists to count the butterflies 
and improve their habitat. 
They install giant inflatable 
rubber bladders that mimic 
beaver dams; they produce 
the minor floods that the but-
terfly needs.

After years of criticisms 
from conservatives that the 
endangered species program 
isn't working and is too cum-
bersome for industry and 
landowners, President Donald 
Trump's administration has en-
acted 33 different reforms.

Among them: a change in 
the rules for species that are 
"threatened," the classification 
just below endangered. Instead 
of mandating, in most cases, 
that they get the same protec-
tion as endangered species, the 
new rules allow for variations.

That is better management, 
says the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice's Frazer, adding, "It allows 
us to regulate really only those 
things that are important to 
conservation."

While Michael Bean, the 
former Interior Department 
official, calls the plan an "un-
fortunate step back, not cata-
strophic in its consequences," 
Noah Greenwald, endangered 
species director of the Center 
for Biological Diversity, char-
acterizes the regulations as "a 
disaster."

Li says the exceptions will 
allow species to be harmed 
greatly when they move from 
the endangered category to 
threatened status — for ex-
ample, the American burying 
beetle, which is in conflict 
with oil and gas interests.

The biggest problem, Li and 
others say, is that new species 
in trouble aren't being added 
to the list. At its current pace, 
this will be the second consec-
utive year that more species 
come off the endangered spe-
cies list than are added — an 
unprecedented occurrence.

Meanwhile, scientists 
across the globe warn of the 
coming extinction of a million 
species in the decades ahead.

Nick Haddad is determined 
that the St. Francis Satyr but-
terfly won't be one of them.

BUTTERFLY
FROM PAGE 7B

degree F, and the moisture 
content increases by about 
3 percent. The result? More 
intense rainstorms. Similarly, 
heat waves happen more often 
when the planet as a whole gets 
warmer. 

Does one torrential storm 
or one bad heat wave prove 
climate change is happening? 
Of course not. Multiple long-
term lines of evidence do that. 
But climate change will make 
heavy rainfall even heavier, and 
heatwaves hotter and more 
frequent. It’s reasonable to sus-
pect that climate change plays a 

role in recent events.

ASK THE RIGHT QUESTION
Lance Armstrong is very 

good at riding his bike. Even 
completely clean, he’d win a 
lot of races. It’s not inconceiv-
able that he could have won 
seven Tours de France. But 
we know he was doping, and, 
most importantly, we know 
what doping does. So we feel 
confident in stripping him of 
his titles. 

When an athlete tests posi-
tive for a banned substance, we 
don’t try to figure out exactly 
how they would have placed 
on a race-by-race basis, letting 
them keep some titles and 

downgrading others to third 
or ninth or sixty-second place 
finishes. Sure, we might be 
able to do a statistical analysis 
on every individual race, but 
mostly, we agree that this isn’t 
the right question to ask.

It’s the same with climate 
and weather. Hurricanes, heat 
waves, floods and droughts 
have happened before and 
would happen again, even if 
humans didn’t exist. We can- 
and do- use clever statistics 
to calculate the increased risk 
of these events in a warming 
climate. But “would this have 
happened without climate 
change?” is seldom a yes-or-no 
question. Instead, we should 

be asking ourselves what we’re 
doing to the climate. Because 
when records fall this often, 
you have to suspect doping is 
involved.

IT'S NEVER JUST CLIMATE
Extreme events don’t 

matter on an empty planet and 
climate change doesn’t happen 
in a pristine world. It’s our 
presence that turns weather 
events into disasters. And we’re 
complicated. Climate change 
will result in more wildfires, 
but the way we manage land 
is a huge contributor to their 
severity. Warming sea surface 
temperatures may fuel stronger 
hurricanes, but where we 

choose to live and build will 
determine the damage they 
cause.

Climate change happens in 
the world we build for it. It’s a 
complex place, shaped by pow-
erful political, demographic 
and economic forces. Climate 
change is almost never the only 
factor contributing to the cost 
of natural disasters. But that 
doesn’t mean it doesn’t matter.

So as this Northern hemi-
sphere summer turns into 
winter, spare a thought for the 
poor climate scientists who are 
going to have to explain the 
falling temperatures to smug 
relatives and disingenuous 
politicians. But more impor-

tantly, remember the fires and 
heat waves and droughts of this 
angry summer. They’re a sign 
of things to come.

(Kate Marvel is a climate 
scientist at Columbia Univer-
sity and the NASA Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies. 
She received a PhD in theoret-
ical physics from Cambridge 
University and has worked at 
Stanford University, the Carn-
egie Institution, and Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory. 
Her writing has appeared in Sci-
entific American, On Being, and 
Nautilus Magazine, and she's 
given talks in places as diverse 
as comedy clubs, prisons and the 
TED main stage.)

MARVEL
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Puzzles

Across
1. Increase, with “up”
5. Gaucho’s weapon
9. Fix, in a way
13. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
14. Elliptical
15. Affirm
16. Casual 
18. Conventions
19. Casual name
20. Ribbon holder
22. Follower of Mary
25. Sign out
28. Furniture in some churches
32. Forever, poetically
33. Bisect
34. Object of many prayers
36. “___ lost!”
37. Eye
38. Apportion
39. ___ lamp
40. Australian runner
41. Botch
42. Macho guys (hyphenated)
43. People who play bass
45. Development of individual organism
47. Call for
48. Greek sandwich
49. Controlled 
51. Admission
56. Abreast (of)
58. Slight possibility
61. Deserved
62. Exclusive
63. Big laugh
64. The America’s Cup trophy, e.g.
65. Cowboy boot attachment
66. Dresden’s river

Down
1. Call at first
2. Barber’s job

3. Cork’s country
4. Hail Mary, e.g.
5. Dwarfed, ornamental tree
6. Egg cells
7. Break out
8. Brews
9. Butt of jokes
10. Charades, e.g.
11. Absorbed, as a cost
12. “Absolutely!”
15. Peanut butter choice
17. Spanish symbol
21. Fold

23. Breakfast, lunch and dinner
24. English dog breed
26. Odd
27. State marked by tonic 
contractions
28. One of the friends on 
“Friends”
29. Another name for Rag and 
bone man
30. To draw
31. “The Three Faces of ___”
35. Bats
38. Bridal path
39. Chair part

CROSSWORD

41. Drudged
42. Likker
44. Cup holder
46. One who is not drawing
 freehand
50. Makeshift bed (British)
52. Attention
53. Carbon compound
54. Fink
55. Arid
56. “___ we having fun yet?”
57. Handle clumsily
59. Coxcomb
60. Bird ___

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

distribution of Dark Energy 
through the universe causes 
a counterintuitive distortion 
pulling everything apart in an 
expanding bubble. 

The exciting news coming 
out of Large Hadron Col-
lider (LHC) experiments in 
Switzerland started in 2016 
when researchers observed 
Beryllium atoms smashed at 
extreme energies releasing 
an electron and positon pair. 
Forming out of energy they 
split like billiard balls being 
struck at a 14-degree angle. 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

he’s the only major leaguer 
I ever played against. He 
finished his career with the 
St. Louis Cardinals. I have a 
photo of him sitting next to 
Stan Musial in 1958.

Another field still in use is 
at Galatia High School. In the 
short right field, sets a sewage 
treatment septic pool. There’s 
no odor, but a tall chain-link 
fence surrounds it.  Readers 
have heard the saying, “The 
grass grows greener around 
the septic tank.” It also grows 
taller.  

I once hit a home run 
there. My drive ricocheted 
off a leaping first baseman’s 
glove.  The ball disappeared 
in the knee-high grass before 
reaching the fence. I thought 
I had a single, but the coach 
kept waving me from base 
to base. As I headed home, a 
glance revealed three oppo-
nents kicking the grass in a 
desperate search. They never 
did locate it.

Near Cisne there used 

to be a large camp built by 
Pure Oil Company. Besides 
buildings and pipe yards, the 
company constructed a beau-
tiful baseball field, complete 
with grandstand, outfield 
fencing, nice dugouts and a 
scorer’s booth.  

The only drawback was 
that right field paralleled 
Route 45. One day I wit-
nessed a high foul ball come 
down and smack a traveling 
automobile directly in front 
of the driver, smashing the 
windshield like a giant spider 
web. The impact propelled 
the ball a long way down the 
highway. The woman driver 
was trembling and crying, 
but fortunately unhurt.

Pure Oil eventually sold 
out to Union Oil. The camp 
was gradually hauled away. 
For years, the only remnant 
was the pitcher’s mound, 
but it, too, was eventually 
removed. 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS IL #2318 met Tues-
day, Nov. 26, with 12 mem-
bers weighing in and 11 mem-
bers attending the meeting.

Club members honored 
were: Carmen Minge, KOPS 

drawing winner and TOPS  
monthly best loser for Octo-
ber; Nancy Norman, TOPS 
monthly best loser for Oc-
tober; Jayne Peters, TOPS 
monthly best loser for June 
and July; Myndy Wooten, 
TOPS monthly best loser for 
August; Judy Ferris, TOPS 
monthly best loser for Sep-
tember; Verna Smith, TOPS 
monthly best loser for Octo-
ber and marble game winner; 
Sharon Phillips, top walker; 
and Patty Felgenhauer, top 

TOPS IL #2318 meets
exerciser.

Verna Smith was in 
charge of the program ask-
ing the question “What 
Was Your Sunshine Last 
Week?”

TOPS #IL 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh in is 5:45-
6:50 p.m., and the meet-
ing starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by 
calling 217-808-0078 or 
217-822-6300.

A repeat experiment used 
more energy and the pair split 
at the same angle violating 
conservation of energy. The 
angle should have tightened. 
The missing quanta was 17 
mega electronvolts (Mev). 
The explanation was an unob-
servable dark energy particle 
was created to make up the 
missing energy. The results 
were reproducible. 

Now in November the 
team working with helium 
recreated the experiment 
and got the same positive 
and negative pair of electrons 
scattering at 112 degrees, 
which for helium is the exact 
same 17 Mev quanta being 
observed. They named the 

phantom energy X17, a fifth 
force of nature and a new 
Dark Boson.

On these long winter 
nights, it is a fascinating 
concept to ponder. The results 
are reproducible but the 
tests have yet to be fully peer 
reviewed. Still, it is potentially 
a completely new fifth type 
of force and may be a key to 
unlocking the passage to the 
Dark Side of Energy. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shi-
loh School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us)

whopping 582,578 square 
miles.

Smaller protected areas, 
such as the 5,000-square-mile 
Northeast Canyons and Sea-
mounts National Monument 
off New England, created by 
Obama in 2016, also have been 
established.

Nine years ago, the U.N. 
Convention on Biological Di-
versity agreed to the goal of 
protecting 10 percent of the 
world's oceans by 2020. The 
UN said in 2017 that it was on 
its way to meeting that target 
and that protected areas "con-
tribute substantial social, eco-
nomic and environmental ben-
efits to society" and "provide 
food security and livelihood 
security for some 300 million 
people."

One commonly cited prob-
lem with the protected areas is 
the difficulty of enforcing rules 
that restrict commercial fishing 
and other intrusive industries 
from vast areas where few peo-
ple ever venture, particularly in 
developing parts of the world 
where resources are limited.

Creating new protected ar-
eas without reducing fishing 
quotas won't save species, says 
Daniel Pauly, a professor of fish-
eries at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver.

And that is not a small is-
sue, as some estimates say the 

number of fish in the ocean was 
reduced by half from 1970 to 
2015, with warming oceans ex-
pected to add to that loss.

"Rebuilding will require not 
just new protected areas, but it 
will require quotas reduced," 
Pauly says.

Many scientists believe pro-
tecting broad swaths of the 
ocean simply might not be 
enough.

Last year, a group of research-
ers led by University of North 
Carolina marine ecologist John 
Bruno published a pessimistic 
study of the effects of climate 
change on the world's marine 
protected areas. Their findings: 
those areas will warm by nearly 
5 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100, 
destroying species and marine 
life despite the existence of pro-
tections.

Bruno's study reflects the re-
ality of coral bleaching in places 
such as the Great Barrier Reef 
off Australia, which is heavily 
protected but still vulnerable 
to the impacts of a warming 
world.

It's a lesson that illustrates the 
legacy of Gray's Reef: Protect-
ed areas can save pieces of the 
ocean from extinction, but they 
can't save it all.

"If it was up to me, we'd pro-
tect about 30 percent of the 
ocean," Bruno says. "We're just 
saying we've got to directly ad-
dress climate change with emis-
sion reduction. There's no way 
around it."

REEF
FROM PAGE 8B

Special to The Prairie Press

A pair of bottlenose dolphins surface off the coast off Savan-
nah, Ga., as viewed from a vessel heading to Gray’s Reef on 
Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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DECATUR, Ill. (AP) — 
Jim Gortner bought the St. 
Philomena Catholic Church 
in Monticello 25 years ago 
with the idea to move his 
framing business inside. Four-
teen years later, the main floor 
became a spot for sipping a 
cup of joe. The Steeple Coffee 
House and Gallery was born.

"It was sitting vacant; the 
price was right," Gortner said. 
"My wife thought we could do 
some really neat things with it."

Across the region, former 
houses of worship have been 
saved from demolition and 
repurposed for less pious pur-
poses. Spaces for weddings, 
Masses and baptisms are now 
places to crack cold ones, eat 
meals, hear live music or even 
stay overnight.

The transformations are 
breathing new life into for-
merly secular edifices, where 
there often are soaring ceil-
ings, intricate stonework and 
plenty of history inside.

Take the old First Method-
ist Church, opened in 1951 
in Shelbyville. Renee Tucker, 
an ex-Chicagoan, was looking 
for somewhere to operate her 
fitness business. She stepped 
inside, had an idea and by 
December 2012, Spruce 
Street Studios was booking 
weddings and other events, 

following an extensive reno-
vation.

Pete Vergstrom purchased 
Monarch Brewing Company 
nearly a year ago from Matt 
Miller, who still has own-
ership of the transformed 
Methodist church. Vergstrom 
weighs in on the tradition of 
feeding people from the for-
mer church's kitchen and how 
he continues it today.

The main floor was rehabil-
itated first. Modern lighting 
was added and pews and stag-
ing were removed. She built 
a walnut bar and converted 
classroom and office areas 
into dressing suites. The up-
per level was completely over-
hauled. The floor was raised, 
the ceiling was taken out and a 
dressing suite was created.

"We kept the original 
stained glass windows in the 
original sanctuary," Tucker 
said.

She said the character 
makes it unique compared 
to other venues and banquet 
halls.

"I had a vision of what it 
could look like for an events 
venue," Tucker said.

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum are businesses like 
Learning Zone Early Devel-
opment Center in Mattoon. 
Owner Angela Pearson found 
a Jehovah's Witness church at 
3322 Moultrie Ave. and real-

New life for shuttered central Illinois churches
ized the location and building 
were ideal. They're renovating 
and building an addition.

"At this point, it's unspec-
ified" when we'll open, she 
said. "But we're hoping by the 
end of the year."

Nationally, there are plen-
ty of examples of the trend. 
Churches have been turned 
into bookstores, houses and 
businesses.

In St. Louis, a century-old 
church was turned into Tow-
er Grove Abbey, an arts and 
community gathering space. 
The group Stray Dog Theatre 
has a season of performances 
in what had been the nave.

In downtown Los Ange-
les, the historic Cathedral of 
Saint Vibiana, which opened 
in 1876 and was heavily dam-
aged in a 1990s earthquake, 
also was turned into an events 
and theater space.

The typical design of a 
church lends itself to being 
turned into a performance 
space.

Residents of Findlay may 
be able to hear tunes coming 
from an old red and white 
Church of Christ, built in 
1892, on weekend nights from 
April to October. Guests who 
attend the Junction at the Old 
Country Church to catch a live 
band perform will often pass a 
hat around to chip in money, 
which is later split between the 

band and building owner Jan 
Courtright. He said he uses 
his portion for utilities and 
bills.

"We're calling it the Junc-
tion at the Old Country 
Church, because if you go 
south out of Findlay there's 
railroad tracks, and if you 
look to the right it says 'Find-
lay Junction.' So I thought 
that would be a good name," 
Courtright said.

He purchased the building 
in 2018 from Gene Wooters, 
former owner who had the 
music venue for three years. 
As a musician, Courtright 
had the intention of keeping 
music gigs alive in the village. 
Wooters added a roof, built the 
stage and removed the baptis-
mal space. Courtright said he's 
done minimal renovations.

"I changed the curtains 
back there," he joked. "That's 
about it."

Business partners Jerry Co-
cagne and Kevin Hamell, both 
of Taylorville, stumbled upon 
a former church in Taylorville, 
at 309 E. Market St., for sale, 
falling into a world of ideas for 
prospective businesses.

"We ended up buying it with-
out knowing what we were go-
ing to do," Cocagne said.

After a year and a half of 
remodeling the former Bap-
tist church, built in 1925, The 
Pillars Event Center was born. 

Renovations included level-
ing a sloped floor, closing off 
doorways and opening door-
ways to create new rooms, de-
veloping brides' and grooms' 
lounges and adding bars into a 
large reception hall.

"We do all kinds of events," 
Cocagne said, but "70 percent 
are weddings."

Some communities have so-
called adaptive reuse tax incen-
tives that encourage develop-
ment of underutilized spaces.

In the case of churches, 
the availability comes as re-
ligious membership contin-
ues to decline and leaders are 
faced with dwindling atten-
dance and covering mainte-
nance costs. A Gallup poll in 
April found the percentage 
of Americans belonging to a 
church, synagogue or mosque 
was at 50 percent  in 2018, an 
all-time low.

Yet it may also reflect the 
opposite — churches experi-
encing so much growth that 
space becomes limited.

In the dcase of Darrell Best 
and wife Lisa, they bought a 
brick church at 159 N. Wash-
ington St. in Shelbyville that 
was emptied after the congre-
gation outgrew the building. 
A new one was built on Illi-
nois 128.

The building, constructed 
in 1879, is behind the Shelby 
County Courthouse. They 

opened Best Wedding Chap-
el, as Darrell is an ordained 
minister, and Little Angels 
Day Care inside. The Bests 
also live in the former rectory.

"Time has flown by since 
we've been here," Lisa Best 
said. "I can't believe we've been 
here whatever it is — 19 years."

A fire, which started across 
the street that same year, 
moved into the church and 
destroyed the floor and stee-
ple, prompting replacements. 
Inside the chapel, the walls 
are different shades of blue, 
painted three years ago by 
crews atop five levels of scaf-
folding to reach the ceiling. 
The wooden floors from 1912 
were also restored.

"I never dreamed I'd have 
a building of this magnitude," 
said Darrell Best.

David Parker, principal of 
the Springfield architecture 
firm Melotte, Morse, Leonat-
ti, Parker, said ornamentation 
and detailing are often the ma-
jor draws for former churches.

"Everything is straightfor-
ward and simple, but there's 
a lot of really neat craftsman-
ship you don't find in newer 
buildings," said Parker, whose 
office handles renovation and 
historic restoration projects, 
as well as new construction.

Churches have dramatic ar-
chitecture, Parker said. "It has 
a good setting for a business."

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When a surgical transplant 
team — carrying a donor 
heart — was stranded with a 
flat tire, two Illinois troopers 
stepped in to help get the or-
gan to surgery in time. 

A surgeon, transplant coor-
dinator and medical student 
were on their way from Chi-
cago's Midway International 
Airport back to the University 
of Chicago Medicine's Hyde 
Park campus when the trans-
plant vehicle got a flat tire, said 
the Illinois State Police. 

A heart is viable for surgery 
for about four to six hours 

Troopers rush donor heart to hospital
— and this team had already 
been traveling for approxi-
mately three hours, said Ash-
ley Heher, spokeswoman for 
UChicago Medicine.

Time was of the essence, 
Heher said in a statement. 

When the two troopers re-
sponded to the stranded mo-
torist call shortly after 4 a.m. 
Tuesday, they found the team 
and jumped into action, rush-
ing them and the donor heart 
to the hospital, said the state 
police.

The surgery was complet-
ed in time and the transplant 
recipient is recovering, Heher 
added. 

"We're incredibly grateful 
to ISP – both the troopers 
and their dispatchers — who 
helped get our team and the 
heart they were transporting 
to the hospital so quickly after 
the flat tire," Heher said.

The two troopers graduated 
the academy last year. 

"I am extremely proud of 
our officers who acted with-
out hesitation in this life sav-
ing transport," Illinois State 
Police Interim Capt. Angelo 
Mollo added in a statement. 

They turned a potentially 
bad situation into a thankful 
ending for at least one family 
this Thanksgiving holiday.



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Christmas Hours
The ETC. Shoppe
141 E. Court St.
Downtown Paris
Open every day til Dec 24
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm

602 HIGHLAND DRIVE- 4 
FAMILIES
SAT DEC 7    8-4
LOTSOF CHRISTMAS ITEMS  
PLUS ONE $5 TABLE 
MONEY GOES TO FOOD PANTRY

Inside Garage Sale
1705 Marshall St.
Sat. Dec. 7  8am - 1pm
Too Many Items to Mention

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR. BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Free- black kittens, 8 wks, 
cute & cuddly
call 217-712-0536

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $625 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave message

2 BR, New Carpet, No Pets
18 Center St.  Hume, IL
$400 month + deposit
217-260-1413

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath home for 
sale. Approx. 1700 square feet 
with working wood fireplace, 2 
car attached garage and deck on 
the back.
Asking $145,000 Call (217) 
826-3100 to view this home    
22298 N Hwy 1  Marshall, IL

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Large 1 BR apt, newly renovated, 
pool for summertime and good 
neighbors in Clinton, IN. Need 
good references and NO drugs. 
Call 765-592-1981 for more 
information.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, and 
trash included. No Pets. $420 
dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

Persimmon Tree
It’s that time again!

2 cup bags pulp $6.00
Make your favorite recipes or use 
persimmons instead of pumpkin; 
great for breads, cookies, pies, 
endless ideas!
Call (217) 822-8227 leave 
message

Golf Cart- 2011 E-Z Go Txt 48, 
Street Legal, Rear Seat, Charger, 
Cover. Batteries are two years 
old. $2500.00
Call Lindley 217-465-5401
Leave Message

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on November 12, 2019 a 

certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of Edgar 

County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post office address 

of all the persons owning, 
conducting and transacting the 

business known as:

Howard & Son Heating, Cooling & 
Refrigeration

Located at 410 West St, 

Metcalf, IL 61940

Owner(s)  Howard Wayne Bloxom 
Jr.

Dated:  November 12, 2019

August H. Griffin
 Edgar County Clerk

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED by the Board of 
Education of Edgar County 
Community Unit School District 
Number 6, County of Edgar, State 
of Illinois, as follows:

Section 1: The total amount of 
taxes estimated to be levied for 
the year 2019 is $2,595,367.
Section 2: The total amount of 
taxes estimated to be levied for 
the year 2019 does exceed 105% 
of the total amount of taxes 
extended by the District in the 
year 2018.
Public notice shall be given in 
the Prairie Press, a newspaper of 
general circulation published in 
the county which said district is 
located, and a public hearing shall 
be held, all in the manner and 
time prescribed in said notice, 
which notice shall be not less 
than 1/8 page in size with type no 
smaller than 12 point, enclosed in 
a black border not less than 1/4 
inch wide, shall not be placed 
in that portion of the newspaper 
where legal notices and classified 
ads are published, and in substan-
tially the following form.   
    
  

NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE FOR 
EDGAR COUNTY COMMUNITY 

UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NUMBER 6 

CHRISMAN,  ILLINOIS  61924
    
  
I. A public hearing to approve a 
proposed property tax increase 
for Edgar County Community Unit 
School District No.6 for 2019 will 
be held on December 12, 2019 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Chrisman-
Scottland Junior High School 
school building in Chrisman, 
Illinois  
Any person desiring to appear at 
the public hearing and present 
testimony to the taxing district 
may contact James M. Acklin, 
Superintendent, Edgar County 
Community Unit School District 
No. 6, 23231 IL. Highway 1, 
Chrisman, Illinois 61924. 
Phone 217-269-2513.  

II. The corporate and special pur-
pose property taxes extended or 
abated for 2018 were $2,448,779 
(dollar amount of the final 
aggregate levy as extended, plus 
the amount abated by the taxing 
district prior to extension). 
The proposed corporate and 
special purpose property taxes to 
be levied for 2019 are $2,595,367 
(dollar amount of the proposed 
aggregate levy). This represents 
a 6.0% increase over the previous 
year. 

III. The property taxes extended 
for debt service and public build-
ing commission leases for 2018 
were  $0
The estimated property taxes 
to be levied for debt service 
and public building commission 
leases for 2019 are  $0. This 
represents a 0.0% increase over 
the previous year. 

IV. The total property taxes 
extended or abated for 2018 were 
$2,448,779   

The estimated total property 
taxes to be levied for 2019 are 
$2,595,367  
 
This represents a 6.0% increase 
from the previous year. 
 

This resolution shall be in full 
force and effect forthwith upon its 
passage.  

Section 4: 
    
Board of Education 
Edgar County Community Unit 
School District Number 6
County of Edgar, State of Illinois   
   
By:    
President    
 
    
Secretary    
ATTEST:    
    
   

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY   PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEL KOCHVAR; JAMES 
KOCHVAR; EDGAR COUNTY, 

AS TRUSTEE FOR THE TAXING 
DISTRICTS, BY JOSEPH B. 

MEYERS AND ASSOCIATES; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
 Defendants. 

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to 
MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND JAMES 
KOCHVAR, that a Complaint has 
been filed in the above entitled 
cause on November 19, 2019 re-
questing abatement of nuisance, 
demolition of unsafe buildings, 
and other relief.

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

(iii) The names of the title holders 
of record are MICHAEL KOCHVAR 
AND JAMES KOCHVAR .

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:

Lot No. 7 of S. C. Ewing’s 
Subdivision of the East 364.05 
feet of even width of Out Lot No. 
152 to the City of Paris, as refer-
enced by Plat recorded in Deed 
Record 106, Page 466 and 468 of 
the Edgar County, Illinois Records, 
and described as the North 167 
feet of even width of the East 51 
1⁄2 feet of even width of the West 
171 1⁄2 feet of said Out Lot No. 152 
to the City of Paris

PREIN: 09-18-01-277-010

(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 510 Union Street, 
Paris, IL.

MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND JAMES 
KOCHVAR , UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
are served by publication of 
this Notice. Unless MICHAEL 
KOCHVAR AND JAMES KOCHVAR, 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS file an answer to 
the Complaint in this case or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before February 
7, 2020, 2019, a default judgment 
may be entered against such 
MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND JAMES 
KOCHVAR , UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
at any time after that day in 
accordance with the remedies 

requested in the Complaint.

ANGELA R. BARRETT
CIRCUIT CLERK

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944-1704 
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 

ILLINOIS
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff,

vs. 
 

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER, 
JOSEPH E. MEYER & 

ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS. 
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-87

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property 
to be sold:
Lot N. 103 in W.S. O’Hair’s Addition 
to the City of Paris
PREIN: 09-18-12-252-002
B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold: 304 E. Van Buren 
Street, Paris, Illinois
C. Location of Sale: 2nd Floor, 
Edgar County Courthouse 115 W. 

Court Street, Paris, Illinois 61944
D.  Date and Time of Sale:
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 11:00 
A. M.
E. Terms of Sale: 10% down on 
sale date, balance due upon 
confirmation of sale and closing.
F.  Contact for further information 
and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.FRUIN, 
GARST & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 N Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone 217/465-4196
Fax 217/466-1213
G. Description of improvements 
on subject property: Garage

RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
Attorney for The City of Paris

FRUIN, GARST & KASH
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
129 N CENTRAL AVE.
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone 217/465-4196
Fax 217/466-1213

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property stored in 
Unit #10S of Lock & Roll Storage, 
804 Grandview Street, Paris, IL 
61944, (217) 463-6975, rented 
to David Woodworth, will be 
disposed of pursuant to the Self-
Storage Facility Act at 10AM on 
December 16, 2019 at the above 
location.

Lock & Roll Storage

By: Pamela Arrasmith

SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 30, 2019 11B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
kim@prairiepress.net

NOW HIRING!!!
Field Technician

South Eastern Illinois Territory
Altorfer Ag Products is looking for an experienced 
Field Technician to cover the South Eastern Illinois 

Territory1 Covers the following counties: Edgar, 
Douglas, Coles and Clark. Perform in field service 
and repairs on Terragators, Rogators, Claas Lexion 
Combines, Challenger tractors, and other CAT Ag 

products. Troubleshoot and repair  hydraulic, 
electrical and all other systems.

Come work for a stable company that values your 
hard work, offers amazing benefits and 

advancement opportunities!
Apply: at http://careers-altorfer.icims.com and 

search for Field Technician, Ag, Req No: 2019-3345

An Equal Opportunity Employer/M-F-D-V

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

LIVE & SIMULCAST ONLINE AUCTION!
MULTI-CONSIGNOR CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Sunday December 8th @ Noon IL. Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Equine Tack & 

Supplies, Collectibles, Advertising Signs & More!
Visit us at calliebaberuction.com 

& click “ONLINE BIDDING!”

CITY OF CHRISMAN
ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING APRIL 30, 2017

REVENUES: Property Tax 70,822; Road and Bridge Tax 11,870; Income Tax 126,630; Sales Tax 
66,971; Motor Fuel Tax 34,596; State Replacement Tax 9,750; Gaming Tax 5,822; License and 
Permits 21,240; Fines 5,520; Water Revenue 179,805; Sewer Revenue 146,772; Interest 2,502; 
Miscellaneous 45,260.  Total: 727,560
COMPENSATION SUMMARY: Under $25,000 – William Hoult Sr., Ethan Kirby, Devin Miller, 
Derek Christensen, Jesse Lewsader, Raymond Sollars.  Troy Eads, Gerald Hoult, Richard Jen-
ness, Timothy Own, Rodney Wolf, Matthew Smith, Daniel Owen, Beau Snedeker, Raymond 
Raegle, Stephen Hall, Clayton Johnson, Dylan Christensen, Collin Sayne, John Hoult, Jordan 
Hale, Sierra Dicken, Janet Hoult.

Between $25,000-$49,999.99 – Matthew Shelato, Lawrence Richey, Toby Krabel, Larry Burgess
TOTAL COMPENSATION - $229,164

EXPENDITURE SUMMARY:
AFLAC 3,764; B&B Tree Service 3,200; Beniach Construction 49,859; B&T Drainage Inc 4,800; 
Certified Balance & Scale 3,070; Direct Energy 31,486; Fehr Graham 18,548; Fruin & Kash 
3,118; Illinois 18,106; Illinois Public Risk Fund 11,303; IMCO Utility Supply 3,897; IMRF 16,145; 
Ingrum Waste Disposal Inc 4,638; Internal Revenue Service 20,554; John Tingley LLC 3,399; 
Knight Insurance Services 18,704; Lewsader Electric 15,269; LOCIS 2,805; Morrow Brothers 
Ford Inc. 28,859; Northern Edgar County Ambulance, 4,333; Ortiman Drilling & Water 8,585; 
PDC Laboratories 4,751; Postmaster 2,548; Carus Corporation 3,900; Ray Herron 3,377; Res-
cue Paramedic Service 5,114; Russell Leigh and Associates 6,000; Springfield Electric 3,411; 
USA Bluebook 4,000; Voigt Oil 7,426; Water Solutions Unlimited 5,562; All other disbursements 
less than (2,500) 150,582
TOTAL VENDORS - $471,113

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CONDITION
(Excerpt from Comptroller Report)

     SPECIAL 
   GENERAL REVENUE ENTERPRISE
  Beginning Fund Balance 471,407  155,543  1,720,493
  Revenues  286,976  112,729  327,855
  Expenditures  277,996  138,833  283,448
  Transfers  -0-  -0-  -0-
  Ending Fund Balance 480,387  129,439  1,764,900

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Just 
eight days after a nonprofit 
organization founded by con-
servative commentator Glenn 
Beck requested it be lent a 
priceless, handwritten copy 
of the Gettysburg Address to 
display at a pop-up museum 
in Dallas, Texas, the staff at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum had the 
document packed and ready to 
move.

The man who is said to have 
overseen and expedited that 
loan was fired in September 
by Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker, and the state’s Office of 
the Inspector General released 
a damning report Friday, Nov. 
22, revealing it recommended 
that termination.

“The people of Illinois are 
fortunate that the Gettysburg 
Address and other artifacts ul-
timately returned safely to the 
ALPLM in June 2018, despite 
the risks that were taken,” the 
report concluded.

The report details that for-
mer ALPLM Executive Direc-
tor Alan Lowe mismanaged 
the museum by lending one of 
five existing copies of the Get-
tysburg Address that was hand-
written by President Abraham 
Lincoln – which is valued at 
$20 million – to Mercury One, 
an inexperienced, unaccredit-
ed, and unknown museum.

The report said Lowe was 
contacted by Beck, who was 
interested in helping the mu-
seum pay down approximately 
$9 million in outstanding debt 
remaining from a $25 million 

purchase of what is known as 
the Taper collection in 2007.

The museum eventually re-
ceived $50,869.60 in proceeds 
from the loan.

But the report said the risk 
far outweighed the small re-
ward. The move was allowed 
despite a lack of written securi-
ty and storage details about the 
destination facility, according 
to the report, which also said 
the document was handled by 
untrained professionals. It’s in-
stallment at the Mercury One 
facility was also apparently 
livestreamed on Facebook.   

Several circumstances sur-
rounding the loan — its quick 
turnaround, Lowe’s unwilling-
ness to listen to staff, problems 
with the insurance certificate 
and lack of documentation 
— led investigators to call for 
Lowe’s immediate removal.

SENATOR RESIGNS
State Sen. Martin Sando-

val, whose Statehouse office 
was raided by federal agents 
in September, announced late 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, that he 
will step down from his seat ef-
fective Jan. 1.

“Respect for my constituents 
and the Senate has convinced 
me that this action is necessary 
in order to proceed without dis-
traction to the important work 
that needs to be accomplished 
throughout the state of Illinois 
in the future,” Sandoval wrote 
in a letter addressed to the sec-
retary of the Senate, Tim An-
derson.

Federal agents executed a 
search warrant on Sandoval’s 
Statehouse office and home 

Sept. 24. According to the 
search warrant for his State-
house office, agents were 
searching for documents and 
materials related to several busi-
nesses, including a company 
that supplies red light cameras 
to municipalities in the Chica-
go suburbs, as well as people 
connected to those businesses 
and a number of local munici-
palities.

Sandoval has not been 
charged with any wrongdoing. 
He also was not present for any 
portion of the recently com-
pleted veto session.

OFFICE RENOVATIONS
Democratic Gov. J.B. 

Pritzker is planning to spend 
$40,000 of his own money to 
renovate his State Capitol of-
fice next month, according to a 
news release distributed by his 
staff.

Those changes will be main-
ly functional, however, with no 
major changes planned for the 
carpeting, wallpaper, furniture 
or other cosmetic areas.

“The Office the Governor in 
Springfield will undergo ren-
ovations beginning the week 
of Dec. 10 with the goal of im-
proving functionality for staff. 
It is expected to conclude be-
fore the end of the year,” Jordan 
Abudayyeh, Pritzker’s press 
secretary, said in a statement 
last week.

PRITZKER VETO
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-

ker on Monday, Nov. 25, ve-
toed a bill that would have 
provided a sales tax exemption 
on the sale of private jet parts 

and components retroactive to 
2010 and continuing through 
2024.

House Bill 3902 cleared the 
state House on Oct. 30 by a 
vote of 113-0, with one mem-
ber of the House voting pres-
ent. It passed the Senate Nov. 
14 by a vote of 48-1.

Sen. Rachelle Crowe, a Glen 
Carbon Democrat and lead 
sponsor of the bill in the Sen-
ate, argued the tax exemption 
had been on the books for 
years but was allowed to lapse 
with almost nobody noticing. 
As a result, she said, aircraft re-
pair companies continued not 
charging their customers for 
the tax, and she said it would be 
absurd to ask those companies 
to go back and collect it from 
their customers now.

Pritzker, however, said in a 
statement that those compa-
nies owe $50 million in past-
due taxes, interest and pen-
alties. He said the bill would 
not only forgive that debt but 
would provide another $10 
million in tax breaks in each of 
the next five years.

FELONY MURDER LAW
The U.S. Supreme Court 

on Monday, Nov. 25, declined 
to hear an appeal challenging 
a controversial state law that 
allows someone to be convict-
ed of murder if a death occurs 
during the commission of an-
other forcible felony, even if it is 
caused by someone else.

The ruling means the Illinois 
law still stands, although at least 
two bills have been introduced 
in the state General Assembly 
to narrow how it’s applied.

One of those bills was 
prompted by a recent contro-
versy in Lake County when five 
teenagers were initially charged 
with murder after a homeown-
er shot and killed another boy 
when he saw the group trying 
to break into a car on his prop-
erty. State’s Attorney Michael 
Nerheim later dropped those 
charges amid pressure from 
community groups and civil 
rights activists.

The case before the nation’s 
high court, however, involved 
an incident from April 30, 
2012, when three men attempt-
ed to burglarize an electronics 
store.

According to Givens’ Su-
preme Court petition, 19 of-
ficers responded to a report of 
the break-in. They surrounded 
the building and called for the 
men to surrender, but they at-
tempted to flee the building in 
a van. Officers began shooting, 
eventually firing 77 bullets into 
the vehicle, killing one of the 
men, David Strong.

The other two men, John 
Givens and Leland Dudley, 
who were both 32 at the time, 
were each shot several times 
but survived. They were con-
victed of murder for Strong’s 
death because, even though it 
was police who shot and killed 
him, his death occurred during 
the commission of a forcible 
felony.

Givens, who is now confined 
to a wheelchair, was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison for the 
murder, according to Illinois 
Department of Corrections in-
formation. Dudley received a 
25-year sentence.

Gettysburg gaff galls staff
Director fired after mismanaging priceless artifact; Sandoval resigns after federal raid

PILLOW PROJECT IS BOTH FUN AND EDUCATIONAL

Special to The Prairie Press

North Ridge Middle School eighth-graders Sariah Chestnut, left, and Oliva Williams sew the pillows they designed during 
their lunch period in the school’s library in Danville.

BY CAROL ROEHM
Commercial-News

DANVILLE, Ill. (AP) — With so-
cial media and video games preoccu-
pying many middle schoolers these 
days, it's a little unusual that eighth 
graders at North Ridge Middle School 
in Danville are clamoring for a chance 
to sew the old-fashioned way with nee-
dle and thread.

Librarian Kimberly Blodgett started 
the Pillow Project last year as a way to 
keep children who were excused from 
physical education busy while they 
were in her care in the library.

After the children grew bored of 
playing Scrabble and games on the li-
brary's computers, Blodgett decided to 
share a hobby of hers: sewing.

Word spread around the school 
about the Pillow Project going on in 
the library, and Blodgett found herself 
fielding requests from both boys and 
girls alike to take up sewing during 
their lunch period.

"They're calm while they are work-
ing on their pillow, they help each 
other out, and they like it here because 
they're not in a noisy cafetorium," she 
said. "When the bell rings, no one 
wants to stop."

By the end of last school year, 72 sev-
enth- and eighth-graders had designed 

and sewn their own pillows, she said.
"I was buying fabric on my own until 

(Superintendent) Dr. Geddis told me 
there was money available for that," 
she said.

Blodgett applied for and received a 
$500 grant from the Danville Public 
School Foundation that helped defray 
the cost of the materials and allowed 
her to expand the Pillow Project to all 
300-plus eighth-graders this year.

"It's not only a girl thing," she said. "I 
just had four boys sign up for the next 

session."
It takes about a week to create a pil-

low, and Blodgett can accommodate 10 
children at a time for a sewing session.

"They pick out the fabric. They have 
to take a ruler and measure it and cut 
it," she said. "They design their pillow 
and sew it, and they have to at least sew 
a button on it."

Not only is the Pillow Project a math 
lesson in disguise, but the children 
hone their fine motor skills and gain a 
life skill of learning how to sew.

Librarian teaches sewing skills

Special to The Prairie Press

North Ridge Middle School librarian Kim Blodgett, center, helps eighth grader 
Bryson Cloyd, left, with his pillow while eighth grader Ethan Fox stuffs his pillow 
during their lunch period in the school’s library in Danville.

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – State 
education officials are 
seeking public input on po-
tential significant changes 
to the annual reading and 
math tests students take 
each year.

The Illinois State Board 
of Education announced re-
cently it has launched an on-
line survey to get feedback 
about how to make those 
tests more useful, inclusive, 
equitable and balanced.

“I began my tenure as 
state superintendent with a 
commitment to improving 
Illinois’ state assessments 
based on feedback from the 
field,” State Superintendent 
of Education Carmen Ayala 
said in a news release. “As a 
former teacher and district 
administrator, I know the 
importance of high-quality 
assessments that help us un-
derstand students’ mastery 
of the learning standards 
and tailor instruction to 
meet students’ needs.”

Annual reading and math 
tests in every classroom 
became mandatory nation-
wide in 2002 with passage 
of the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act. That was an 
initiative of the George W. 
Bush administration that 
required schools to make 
adequate yearly progress in 
improving students’ basic 
skills, with the goal of bring-
ing all students up to a level 
of proficiency within 12 
years.

Testing changed dramat-
ically in 2010 when states 
banded together to de-
velop the Common Core 
Standards, a uniform set of 
educational standards that 
were geared toward mak-
ing all students ready for 
college or the workplace 
by the time they graduated 
high school. Those stan-
dards were eventually ad-
opted by 41 states, includ-
ing Illinois.

From 2015 until the 
2018-2019 school year, Il-
linois administered tests 
for students in grades 3 
through 8 that were de-
signed around the Com-
mon Core Standards. Those 
tests were developed by the 
Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College 
and Careers, and thus be-
came known as the PARCC 
assessments.

Last year, the state 
switched to its own version 
of the PARCC tests, the Il-
linois Assessment of Read-
iness. ISBE spokeswoman 
Jackie Matthews said that 
exam covers the same con-
tent and uses the same 
questions as the PARCC 
tests but is about one-third 
shorter.

High school students 
currently take a version of 
the PSAT exam or, for 11th-
grade students, the SAT 
exam.

Matthews said ISBE is 
considering at least three 
major changes to the way 
it administers those tests, 
and is seeking public in-
put about which changes 
should be given highest pri-
ority.

One of those is to de-
velop a computer adaptive 
test in which each succes-
sive question might change 
depending on how the stu-
dent performed on previ-
ous questions. Under that 
system, questions might 
get progressively difficult 
for students who do well 
on the first few questions, 
or they might get easier 
for students who perform 
poorly at first. That could 
help teachers better identify 
exactly where the student is 
academically.

Officials 
consider 
major 
changes to 
reading, 
math tests

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker announced the release 
of funding for a Chicago 
State University nursing 
simulation laboratory at a 
news conference on the uni-
versity’s campus Wednes-
day. 

“That state-of-the-art fa-
cility will train thousands 
of students for jobs in one 
of the fastest growing indus-
tries, and that’s the medical 
profession, at a crucial mo-
ment,” Pritzker said at the 
event. “Illinois faces a nurs-
ing shortage across a num-
ber of specialties.” 

CSU is a public univer-
sity that is Illinois’ only 
four-year U.S. Department 
of Education-designated 
predominantly black in-
stitution, according to its 
President, Zaldwaynaka “Z” 
Scott.

“Our scholars come 
from over 28 different 
countries and over 30 
different states,” she said. 
“Our students are 70 per-
cent African American, 10 
percent Latinx, 69 percent 
are women and over 61 
percent are first generation 
college students.” 

She said the school is 
ranked number one among 
Midwest pharmacy schools 
in educating minority stu-
dents by the American 
Association of Colleges of 
Pharmacy. 

Pritzker’s office an-
nounced the release of $2.5 
million for the university to 
begin work on the multi-
phase $25.8 million simula-
tion laboratory project. 

The funding was includ-
ed in the $45 billion capi-
tal infrastructure plan that 
passed the General Assem-
bly at the end of its regular 
legislative session earlier 
this year. 

Pritzker 
funds 
nursing 
simulation 
lab at CSU
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